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TO 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL 

Sir HERBERT TAYLOR, o. c. h., 

&C. &C. &C. / 

PRIVATE SECRETARY TO HIS MAJESTY. 

Sir, 

I am most grateful for Your obliging permis- 
sion to dedicate this Memoir to You, — a favour, 
which is the more agreeable, as it affords me the 
Opportunity of publickly expressing the deep sense 
of my Obligation, for the high Honour of my 
Appointment, in 1812, through Your kind inter- 
vention, to the Office of Assistant Librarian, in 
The Royal Library at Buckingham Palace; — 
an auspicious event, which placed me so happily 
amidst that splendid Collection of Science and 
Literature, — the " Perpetual Monument of the 
Munificence, Judgement, and liberal Taste," as it 
was the accumulated Delight, of Our late vener- 
able and beloved Sovereign, George the Third, — 



DEDICATION, 

And, may I be allowed to add, the fortunate occa- 
sion also of that uniform Goodness and friendly 
Disposition, which I have so invariably experi- 
enced from You. 

With sentiments of the sincerest Respect and 
Esteem, I have the honour to subscribe myself. 

Sir, 
Your most truly obliged, 

and faithful Servant, 

Nicholas Carlisle. 



Somerset Race, London, 
29th of January, 1837. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



There are few Persons of refined Taste, who 
have not some favourite Pursuit, which they culti- 
vate with singular delight. But our Tastes, like 
our Intimacies, are the most rational, when directed 
to those Qualifications in the object, which are 
calculated at once to entertain and to improve our 
Minds. 

The Amusements of Life, which are resorted to, 
in order to prevent the Mind from falling into Idle- 
ness or Vice, are of various kinds. Some Persons 
are inclined to the pleasure which Musick, Paint- 
ing, or Sculpture affords, — ^and which, indeed, to 
persons who have no relish for such Amusements, 
must seem like another sense beneficently super- 
added, — Books are also never failing sources of 
Happiness, it being with them, as with a well-chosen 
Friend, that the mind never unbends so agreeably 
as in such elegant intercourse. 

In commendable Pursuits such as these, how 
many persons occupy their leisure hours! — and, 

B 
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from silent Admirers of Works of Art, or Pos- 
sessors of a few subjects of Taste, imperceptibly 
increase the store, until their treasures gradu- 
ally become important, — and, hence, attest the 
refinement of their Owners, and the inestimable 
value of their Collections. 

But whatever may be the Pride or the Pleasure 
in accumulated Works of Excellence, it is certain, 
that the Encouragement of Native Art affords 
the most pleasing Indulgence, as it furnishes an 
Amusement that embodies a Patriotic Principle in 
an honourable and useftil gratification. 

Whatever Praise is, therefore, due to the Col- 
lectors of Books, Pictures, or Statues, a similar 
share of it may reasonably be extended to those, 
who show their Partiality for Coins, — especially, 
if the contents of their Cabinets be distinguished 
by the number and beauty of the Works of their 
Coimtrymen. Few Persons have either Fortime or 
Opportunity to collect the splendid Gems of Antient 
Skill, — ^but most of those, who partake of this cap- 
tivating Study, may indulge their Ta^te in securing 
some of the Productions of living Artists. 

Influenced by this conviction, I shall endeavour 
to enumerate all the Coins, Medals, and Seals, of 
an Engraver, who has done honour to England, 
by the exquisite specimens of his Science and 
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Taste, — and, by so doing, I may enable Collectors 
to know with certainty, when their Cabinets are 
complete, and that too within reasonable bounds. 

In an attempt of this kind, we have the example 
of Mr. Vertue to guide us, in his Collection " of 
the Works of that great Artist, Thomas Simon, so 
much admired for their Excellency and Rarity,** — 
And, whilst a Design, like this, is attainable, let us 
gratefully resolve, that the elaborate Works of our 
eminent Contemporary, William Wyon, Esq., shall 
in like manner be perpetuated to the latest Pos- 
terity. 

The principal impediment that seems to inter- 
pose, is the delicacy of delineating the Biography 
of an unassuming Artist, who is still surrounded 
with a happy circle of admiring Friends, and who 
shrinks from that applause, which universally 
accompanies his unrivalled exertions. 

For, in writing a Narrative of a living Individual, 
it may be suspected, that fondness for the friend, 
or partiality to his talents, may transgress the 
limits of strict fidelity, — But let it be remembered, 
that if a Life be delayed until Interest and Envy 
are at an end, " we may hope for impartiality, but 
must expect little intelligence, — ^for the incidents 
which give excellence to Biography are of a vo- 
latile and evanescent kind, such as soon escape 
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the Memory, and are rarely transmitted by 
Tradition." 

Whilst, then, we have the satisfaction of the 
Artist's Presence, we ajre freed from all uncertainty 
of Conjecture, and enjoy that greatest qualifica- 
tion of an Historian, the direct knowledge of the 
Truth. 

The skill to which Mr. Wyon has attained, by 
long and unwearied Perseverance, should therefore 
be transmitted in all it's particulars to fiiture Ages, 
— ^that his Successors may be ashamed to fall 
below him, and that no Artist may hereafter, in 
excuse of his Ignorance, have to plead the want 
of a correct Example. 

It may not, however, be improper, first to take 
a concise view of the state of the Coinage in the 
reigns of several of our Monarchs, and of the So- 
licitude shown by some of them for the beauty 
and improvement of it, — And, in so doing, the 
"Annals" of my sincerely lamented friend, the 
late Reverend Rogers Ruding, present a luminous 
Series, from whence an historical Summary may 
safely be made. 

So early as the reign of King Henry the First, 
and about the year 1125, the English Goldsmiths 
seem to have been eminent for the excellence of 
their Workmanship, and to have been sometimes 
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invited to practice their art in Foreign Courts. 
Anketil, who was afterwards a Monk in the Abbey 
of St. Alban, and made the Shrine there, resided 
during seven years in Denmark, by the command 
and at the request of the reigning Monarch. Whilst 
he continued there, he was employed in a variety 
of Goldsmiths' work, and was appointed the Keeper 
of the Royal Mint, and Chief Moneyer. 

The Coins of King Stephen are almost invariably 
ill struck up, which gives the Workmanship an 
appearance of being more rude than it will be 
found to be upon closer examination. The Derby 
Penny is, however, a very remarkable exception, 
for it is perfect in all parts, but the execution is 
most barbarously uncouth. 

In the year 1180 it was found expedient to in- 
troduce a Foreign Artist into the Mint, for the 
improvement of the Money, — and Philip Aymary, 
a Native of Tours, was commanded by King Henry 
the Second to come into England, and to under- 
take the work. Accordingly, in the Winter, at 
the Feast of St. Martin, the old Coins were called 
in, and new round Money was issued. Whether 
the whole of this Coinage was conducted under 
the inspection of Aymary, is somewhat doubtftd, — 
for, instead of attending, as it was his duty to do, 
to the increase of the Revenue, and to the restrain- 
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ing the arts of Counterfeiters, he was heavily sus- 
pected of conniving at the frauds of the Moneyers, 
and having narrowly escaped punishment by Henry's 
lenity, he was dismissed by him, and sent back to 
his own Country. 

The Coins of Henry the Second were rare, 
until a large quantity of them happened to be 
found at Royston, about the year 1721, — ^and a still 
larger hoard, to the amount of more than 5700, at 
Tealby, in Lincolnshire, in 1807, which are de- 
scribed in the 18th volume of the Archoeologia. 
They are commonly very ill struck up, — and this 
imperfection is so general that, although these 
Coins " were as fresh as when they first issued 
from the Mint, yet their execution was so very 
bad, that on many of them scarcely two letters 
could be discerned.*' 

The alteration of the Type which was intro- 
duced upon the Money in the reign of King Henry 
the Third, forms a kind of ^ra in the Numisma- 
tick History of England. From the Conquest 
until this time, with the exception of the Coins of 
Henry the Second, and the Obverse of those of 
John, a great variety prevailed in the Impressions 
both of the Obverse and Reverse of the Coins. 
The Portraits of the Monarchs were represented 
either in full or in profile, — and the Crosses 
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were exhibited under almost every possible form. 
But the Portrait of Henry the Third is invariably 
full-faced, — and the Cross consists of double 
lines. 

Rude as this ornament of the Reverse may 
appear to modem taste, it, however, seems, for 
some reason or other, to have been highly satisfac- 
tory to those who conducted the operations of the 
Mint, for it kept entire possession of the Coins 
until Henry the Seventh introduced Heraldick 
Bearings. It then began gradually to give way, 
but was not entirely lost before the latter end of 
the reign of James the First, at the termination of 
a period of nearly Four hundred years. 

The side to which the Profile is turne'd, is now 
varied in every reign from left to right, and from 
right to left again. 

The Coinage which took place in the eighth 
year of King Edward the First, 1279, was con- 
ducted under an Agreement between His Majesty 
and William de Turnemire, of Marseilles. 

The Coins of Edward, and indeed of all his 
Successors until Henry the Seventh, represent him 
fiill-faced, and crowned with an open Crown fleurie, 
consisting of three Fleur de Lis, with two rays or 
lesser flowers, not rising so high as the others, 
placed between them. During that period^ there 
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does not appear to have been so much as an 
attempt to preserve any similitude of the several 
Kings, in the impression of their heads. They are 
all alike, and even those that are represented on 
their broad Seals and Monuments as wearing beards, 
do nevertheless appear smooth-£Eiced upon their 
Coins, — nor are the variations of Age, which must 
have taken place during a long reign, in any way 
expressed, but the Monarch bears as youthful an 
appearance upon his latest Coins as he does upon 
those, which were struck when he was a Child. 
Mr. FoLKEs thinks that this particular, however 
odd it may appear, is not entirely chargeable on 
the want of skill in the several Workmen who en- 
graved these Coins, some of which, he says, are in 
other respects not ill executed, — but he supposes, 
that some custom of those ages required the King 
to be represented on his Money as in the Prime 
and Vigour of his years, and that this Effigies of 
him was to be considered rather as his Political 
than as his Natural Likeness. 

One slight variation from the uniformity of these 
Portraits, during a short proportion of the period 
stated by Mr. Folkes, must not be omitted. The 
faces on the Pennies of Edward the Fourth and of 
Richard the Third are remarkable for an appear- 
ance of age and ugliness, which is not to be foimd 
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on the Coins of any of the preceding Kings, although 
Edward was the handsomest man of his time, — 
and neither he nor Richard had much exceeded 
the age of Forty years at the period of their decease. 
It is clear, therefore, that notwithstanding the En- 
graver of the Dies then thought fit, for some rea- 
son now unknown, to vary from the mode so long 
established, yet he had no intention to form a cor- 
rect Portrait of the Monarch. 

The custom of stamping the Moneyer's name 

upon the Coins began to grow into disuse in the 
reign of Edward the First, — and, it should seem, 
in a very early part of it, as no more than one 
Name has hitherto been discovered upon any of 
this Money. 

In the year 1343, the Gold Coins of other 
Nations were denominated either from the place 
of Mintage, or from the Devices impressed upon 
them, — but the Gold Coins of Edward the Third, 
at this period, seemed to have derived their Name 
(Nobles), from the Noble nature of the Metal, of 
which they were composed. 

It is indeed extraordinary, that they were not 
rather entitled from the new and singular Type of 
a Ship, with which they were impressed, and thus 
remai-kably distinguished from every other Coin at 
that time existing. This could have been adopted 
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only for the purpose of commemorating some great 
and well known Event, which Mr. Rudino con- 
ceives to have been the signal Victory that King 
Edward obtained over the French Fleet, off Sluy^, 
on Midsummer-day, in the year 1340, when two 
French Admirals and about 30,000 men were 
slain, and above 230 of their large Ships were 
taken, with but inconsiderable loss on the part of 
the English, — And it seems highly probable, that 
this mighty Victory suggested to Edward an idea 
of his Superiority over every other Maritime 
Power, and that these Coins were struck for the 
purpose, as Selden supposes, of recording his claim 
to THE Sovereignty of the Seas, which was sup- 
ported by a Navy consisting of Eleven himdred 
Ships, — 

An old versifier sings, — 

For foure things our Noble sheweth to me. 
King, Ship, and Swerd, and Power of the See. 

These Coins were so beautiful, that various fabu- 
lous Reports were framed respecting the material 
of which they were formed. Such reports con- 
tinued in force even in the time of Gamden, who 
says, " our Alchymists do aflftrm (as an unwritten 
verity), that the Gold was made by projection or 
multiplication Alchymical of Raymund Lully, in 
the Tower of London, who would prove it as 
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Alchymically, beside the Tradition of the Rabbies 
in that Faculty, by the Inscription, — ^for, as upon 
one side there is the King's Image in a Ship, to 
notify that he was Lord of the Seas, with his Titles, 
so upon the Reverse, a Cross fleury with Lioneux, 
inscribed, Iesus autem transiens per medium eorum 
I BAT, (Luke, chap. iv. v. 30), — which they pro- 
foundly expound, as Jesus passed invisible, and 
in most secret manner by the midst of the Phari- 
sees, so that Gold was made by invisible and secret 
art amidst the ignorant. But others say, that the 
Text was the only Amulet used in that credulous 
age to escape dangers in battle." 

It appears, from a passage in a Contemporary 
Author, that these words were considered not only 
as a Preservative from the perils of War^ but sup- 
posed also to answer an humbler purpose, that of 
defending men from the peril of Thieves, — and, 
surely, if they are allowed to possess that power, 
a more proper Inscription for a Coin could not 
have been easily chosen. 

About the 1 7th year of the reign of Edward the 
Fourth, 1477, the Coins and Bullion of the Realm 
appear to have been debased by almost every pos- 
sible method. 

He appears not to have made any alteration 
in the general Type of his Coins, which are dis- 
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tinguishable from those of immediately preceding 
Kings, only, by the Name, or the Weight, or by 
the Mint Marks, — and he was the first English 
Monarch, who used the Royal Badge, a Jlaming 
Sun, for that purpose. 

When Mary was Princess, her Device was a 
Red and White Rose and a Pomegranate knit 
together, to show her Descent from Lancaster, 
York, and Spain. When she came to the Crown, 
by persuasion of her Clergy, she bore. Winged 
Time drawing Truth out of a Pit, with Veritas 
Temporis Filia. This Motto is on her first Great 
Seal. 

Upon her Marriage, on the 25th of July, 1554, 
Philip, according to his Marriage Articles, took the 
Title of King, and his Name was joined with the 
Queen's upon her Money. 

On the Obverse of their Shilling is a Profile 
Bust of the King and Queen facing each other, in 
imitation of the Coins of Ferdinand and Isabella 
of Spain. 

This unlucky Position of the Busts is thus ridi- 
culed by Butler, in his Hudibrasy — 

" Still amorous^ and fond, and billing, 
" Like Philip and Mary on a Shilling." 

It was the fashionable flattery of the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, to ascribe the whole merit of 
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the improvement of the Coins to Her Majesty's 
wisdom and goodness, — And the Queen, it is to be 
presumed, believed that such honour was justly her 
due, as we find her frequently and publicly claim- 
ing it, and boasting, '* that she had conquered now 
that Monster, which had so long devoured her 
People." This, however, probably refers more to 
the restoring of the Standard of the Coins, than to 
the Beauty of their Execution, — A Plan which had 
been begun, and in a considerable degree carried 
into effect, by King Edward the Sixth. 

Upon a Rial is engraven IHS AUT TRAN- 
SIENS PER MEDIU ILLORUM IBAT. None 
of the Successors of Edward the Third continued 
this remarkable Legend with more propriety than 
this great Princess, who was the Idsty that used 
it, — and which we have seen, was designed by 
King Edward to keep up the memory of his 

« 

Naval Victory over the French, and the natural 
right of his Successors to the Sovereignty of the 
Seas. 

About the year 1608, King James the First sent 
Walter Basbee, Assay Master to Goldsmiths' 
Hall, to The Emperor of Russia, for the purpose 
of making what he had requested, a Standard of 
Gold and Silver in his Mint, equivalent to that of 
The Tower of London, — a strong fact to show the 
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high estimation, in which that Standard was holden 
upon the Continent. 

In the course of King James's reign, a good deal 
of Money was coined of Silver, refined from the 
Lead of the Mines of The Principality of Wales. 
This Money was marked with Tlie Welsh Feathers, 
placed over The Royal Arms, upon Iheir respective 
Reverses. 

The year 1628 was memorable for the great 
improvement, which took place in the workman- 
ship of the Coins. The merit of this advancement 
of the art is ascribed to a Foreign Artist, Nicholas 
Briot, a Native of Lorrain, and sometime Graver 
General of the Moneys in France, who quitted 
that Kingdom in disgust, and offered his services 
to King Charles the First. His Majesty, whose 
Taste in The Fine Arts is admitted by those who 
do not think favoiu'ably of him as a Monarchy 
immediately gave him great encouragement. He 
was made a free Denizen, and, by Letters Patent, 
dated the 26th of December, 1628, was authorized 
to frame and engrave the first designs and effigies 
of the King's image, in such sizes and forms as 
should serve in all sorts of Coins of Gold and 
Silver. He attended His Majesty in his Pro- 
gress into Scotland in 1633, where he engraved 
a curious Medal for the King's Coronation at 
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Edinburgh, on the 18th of June, in that year. 
Some specimens of it have an Inscription on 
the edge, denoting that it was coined of Goldy 
found in Scotland, and engraven by Briot at Edin- 
burgh. 

His beautifiil designs probably gave rise to the 
changes which were made in the Mint in 1630, 
and 1631, — and also of the Riiff into the Band in 
the year after. 

It is highly honourable to King Charles the 
First, that, in all his dijfficulties, he never debased 
his Coins. Had he done so, the Parliament would 
not have failed to state the existence of such Money, 
in their Ordinance of the 6th of September, 1647, 
— But he preserved the Standard inviolate, even 
when, from necessity, the Workmanship of some 
of his Coins was so rude, as to justify the suspicion 
that the Dies were sunk by a common Black- 
smith. 

The Commonwealth appear to have evinced 
great solicitude respecting the beauty of their 
Coins. In 1649, The Council of State and Com- 
mons in Parliament having had it represented to 
them, that the Coins of the Government plight 
be more perfectly and beautifully done, and made 
equal to any Coins in Europe, proposed to send to 
France for an Artist there, who had invented and 
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improved a Machine, and Method, to make all 
Coins, by a Screw Press, and 3/i//, with the most 
beautiful poUsh, and equality, on the edge, or any 
proper Inscription, or Graining, which might denote 
the time of Coining, or prevent the £Edsifying of 
Coins, or save them from being clipt, and coun- 
terfeited, — ^for this purpose they resolved to send 
for the person, so proposed, to be employed in that 
service for The State. 

The Council of State, thereupon ordered, on the 
8th of August, to send for Peter Blondeau, from 
Paris, to come to London, to treat with him upon 
the Price and Expense of coining Money after his 
new invention. He arrived on the 3d of Septem- 
ber following, — ^but, although a Committee of the 
Mint was appointed by The Council of State to 
examine his way of Coining, and a very favourable 
Report was made respecting it, yet so powerful 
was the opposition of the Moneyers, that a con- 
siderable time elapsed before he could proceed to 
his work. 

Blondeau was at length permitted to execute 
some Proof Pieces, — in opposition to which the 
Moneyers produced from the hand of David 
Ramage, one of their Company, other Proof Pieces, 
— these were, indeed, well performed, though not 
with all the delicacy and beauty so conspicuous in 




INTRODUCTION. 1 7 

those of the Foreigner, — They then exhibited 
against him a charge of Treason, for Coining in a 
Private house, — and such was their animosity and 
continued hostility, that they eventually succeeded 
in driving him out of the Kingdom. 

A splendid Artist now emerges in a Coimtryman 
of oiu- own, Thomas Simon,— who is reported to 
have been bom in Yorkshire, — ^and that his natural 
Genius recommended him to the notice of Nicho- 
las Briot, when he proceeded to Edinburgh, in 
1633, — and, in his way, took Simon under his 
tuition. — And that, after Briot returned to France, 
in 1646, Simon succeeded him, as Chief Engraver 
of The Mint. 

In 1649, Simon was appointed by The Common- 
WEALTH to be sole Chief Engraver to The Mints 
and Seals. 

And, after the Restoration of King Charles the 
Second, His Majesty confirmed him in his place 
and employment, by a fresh Patent, dated the 2d 
of June, 1661. 

Simon appears, however, to have been soon called 
upon for the exercise of his highest Skill, in a 
contest in Art with John Roetier, a Native of Ant- 
werp, who having been presented to King Charles 
the Second when abroad, as a very eminent and 
excellent Artist in his way, came over soon after 

c 
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The Restoration, and was appointed by His Ma- 
jesty, one of the Gravers of The Mint. Both Simon 
and Roetier made their several Models or Pattern 
Pieces for the new Money, in 1661, which being 
shown at Court, His Majesty is said to have best 
approved of those, that were given in by Roetier, 
— and these were accordingly ordered to be fol- 
lowed, in the Puncheons and Dies to be made for 
the new Money. Which preference, we are told, 
so far exasperated Simon, who did not value his 
own Performances less than they deserved, nor 
knew how to submit to his Foreign Rival, that 
thereupon he is said immediately to have quitted 
The Mint. 

However, on the 14th of November, 1662, His 
Majesty commanded Simon immediately to set 
about the making of Puncheons, with His Majesty's 
Effigies thereon and His Royal Arms, for the 
Coins according to the Draughts expressed in the 
Warrant, for the use of His Mint in Scotland. 

In 1663, he produced in the pride of emulation, 
''that exquisite Master-piece of art,** his so de- 
servedly famous Petition Crown. 

The decided superiority of it's Workmanship 
over that, which was struck in competition by 
Roetier (though that was a Coin, which has been 
admired), seems not to have availed him any thing. 



INTRODUCTION. 1 9 

— ^for he was never restored to his place in The 
Mint. 

Indeed, Charles the Second, to whose eye he 
submitted the justice of his claim to Pre-eminence, 
never possessed that Taste in the Arts, by which 
his Father was so highly distinguished, — or, if he 
ever did possess it, his indulgence in licentious 
excesses had vitiated that intellectual enjoytaent, 
along with every other better faculty of his mind. 

Unhappy Artist ! how unworthy of such neglect ! 
— Upon the edge of this beautiful Coin is engraven 
the following humiliating Petition, in two lines, — 
''Thomas Simon most humbly prays Your Ma- 
jesty TO compare this his Tryal-piece with the 
Dutch, and, if more truly drawn and embossed, 

MORE gracefully ORDER'd, AND MORE ACCURATELY 
ENGRAVEN, TO RELIEVE HIM." 

Even this wonderful piece of Workmanship had 
no effect upon a Monarchy '' whose taste and 
faculties were always besotted with low pleasures," 
— and of Simon we know little more than that he 
died, in 1665, as was supposed of the Plague, — 
but, according to others, after he retired into his 
Native County. 

In the reign of Queen Anne we enter upon the 
second splendid Period in the Annals of om* Mints, 
for the beauty of Her Majesty's Coinage is ex- 
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ceeded only by the admirable works of Simon, 
during The Protectorate of Cromwell, and part 
of the reign of King Charles the Second. These 
two lucid Epochs are rendered still more illustrious 
by the contrast of that thick gloom, which, in the 
other reigns, almost entirely surrounds them, and 
through which no ray of Genius bursts forth, — 
but wherever the eye is turned, it is met with 
repulsive inelegance. 

The excellency of our Coins during these two 
short Periods only, shows how much the Arts may 
depend upon the good Taste and Patronage of 
Princes. Under the Government of Charles the 
First, whose superior Skill in The Fine Arts, we 
have seen, is acknowledged even by his Enemies, 
the works of the Mint attained to considerable 
beauty, — And, from the fiirther encoiu-agement 
which they received from the Rulers of The Com- 
monwealth, and from Cromwell, they arrived at 
a degree of perfection, which was unequalled by 
the Coins of the neighbouring States. 

In the licentious reign of Charles the Second 
they soon begun to decline, " for that Patronage is 
languid indeed, which is only pleased when Merit 
is brought home to it, but is too indolent to search 
for Genius, and too indiscriminate in it's Bounty 
to confine it to Merit." 
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The short and tempestuous reign of James the 
Second, could afford but little encouragement to 
The Arts,^— And the genius of W illi am the Third 
directed his attention to Glory of a far different 
kind from that, which is to be acquired from Works 
of Ingenuity and Peace. 

Thus the Art of Coinage languished, until the 
glorious reign of Queen Anne restored, to a high 
degree of vigour, those powers of skill, which 
Neglect had so greatly debilitated. 

In that reign Mr. John Croker was Chief En- 
graver at The Mint, and to him we are indebted 
for so many excellent Medals, and Pattern pieces, 
which rank his Name next to that of Simon. 

The distinction of the naked BiLst, which was 
first introduced by Simon upon the Gold Coins of 
Oliver Cromwell, was adopted by Charles the 
Second, and continued by all his Successors, 
except Queen Anne, — ^whose delicacy would not 
suffer her Portrait to appear with the Neck un- 
covered. 

The improvement of The British Coins was a 
favomite subject with Dean Swift, — ^who, in 1712, 

proposed a Plan to The Lord Treasurer for that 

Purpose, — ^in which he observes, — 

'' By this means. Medals that are at present 

only a dead Treasure, or mere Curiosities, will be 
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of use in the ordinary Commerce of Life, — and, at 
the same time, perpetuate the Glories of Her 
Majesty's reign, reward the Labours of her greatest 
Subjects, keep alive in the People a Gratitude for 
PubUck Services, and excite the Emulation of Pos- 
terity. To these generous purposes nothmg can 
so much contribute as Medals of this kind, which 
are of undoubted Authority, of necessary Use and 
Observation, not perishable by Time, nor confined 
to any certain Place, — Properties not to be found 
in Books, Statues, Pictures, Buildings, or any 
other Monimients of Illustrious Actions.** 

It does not appear that any thing more was done, 
in consequence of this proposition, than the strik- 
ing a few Pattern Farthings and Hal^ence, — ^none 
of which were ever current, — ^but Mr. Ruding ear- 
nestly observes, that had The Dean's project been 
proceeded with, and adopted to it's utmost extent, 
it would have ennobled our Coinage, and have 
elevated it far above the Rank of a mere medium 
of Commerce, — And he is fiirther so highly im- 
pressed with the great importance of '^ the super- 
seding of Heraldick Ensigns by Reverses allusive 
to Publick Events," as the only thing wanting to 
the perfection of the Coinage, that he repeats 
The Dean's Proposal, in the last solemn and con- 
cluding Paragraph of his most valuable " Annals." 
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In the Report of The Select Coaimittee, ap- 
pointed to inquire into the best means of extend- 
ing a knowledge of The Arts, and of the principles 
of Design among the People, printed in September, 
1835, p. 131., it appears, that Mr. Wyon, among 
a variety of Questions, was asked, if he did not 
think that a cheap and more extensive circulation 
of Medals among the People might be made instru- 
mental in creating both a love and a knowledge of 
Art ? — To which he unhesitatingly replied, '^ My 
view has been frequently directed to that particular, 
— and I have been also very anxious, that the 
Copper Coinage should become to a certain extent 
Historical, — I should like to have recorded upon 
the Coinage, the most remarkable Events, and 
likewise any Discoveries in Science." 

From the commencement of the reign of George 
the First, in 1714, to it's termination in the year 
1727, his Money was of the same Species and 
Value as that of Queen Anne, — ^but to his Style, 
upon the Reverse, were added his German Titles, 
with FiDEi Defensor, which then for the first 
time appeared upon the Coins, although it had 
been constantly used in the Style of our Monarchs 
firom Henry the Eighth, on whom it was conferred 
by Pope Leo the Tenth, in the year 1521, — and 
the Arms of His Majesty's German Dominions 
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were placed on the fourth shield of the Royal 
Arms. 

His Coins for his German Dominions bore the 
same figure, titles, and arms as the English, — ^but 
they had a better impression, more resembling His 
Majesty, and were of better execution than the 
English, — Brunswick having been long famous both 
for good Workmen and good Money. 

In the very beginning of the venerable reign of 
George the Third, we find an effort even in a 
private Institution to improve the workmanship of 
the Money, — for, in the month of May, 1761, a 
Gratuity of Twenty guineas was offered by The 
Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manu- 
factures, AND Commerce, to the person, who, 
within the month of June ensuing, should produce 
the best Drawing and Likeness of the King in 
Profile, from which a Die of a Guinea might be 
executed -with the greatest propriety. This Pre- 
mium was adjudged to Mr. I. Meyers. 

This laudable effort of The Society, to bring 
the miserable execution of the Coinage into con- 
sideration, seems to have produced no effect what- 
soever, — except that it might probably have sug- 
gested to The Lords of the Committee of Coimcil 
the necessity of some attention being paid to the 
workmanship of the Money, — for, on the 28th 
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of August, 1798, a Circular notice was issued 
to the Members of The Royal Academy, stating, 
that their Lordships had expressed a desire that 
the Gold and Silver Coins of this Kingdom should 
have every improvement, which the present state of 
The Arts could afford. 

Several of the Academicians sent in Drawings 
or Models in consequence of this Circular. Letter, 
but no notice whatever was taken of their com- 
munications, — although The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer acknowledged in The House of Commons, 
the necessity of inventing such Dies as would pre- 
vent the numerous frauds committed upon the 
Silver Coinage of the Country. 

And here we may remark the honourable sen- 
timent of that eccentrick, but eminently skilful 
Artist, Benvenuto Cellini, on the temptation to 
fraud by workmen of the highest order, — " His 
Holiness asked me, whether I could think of making 
counterfeit Money. I answered, that I thought 
myself much better able to counterfeit Coins than 
the low fellows, that were generally guilty of that 
crime, — for, added I, the men who commit such 
foul deeds, are not persons of any great Genius, 
that can gain much by their business. Now, if I 
make such Profits with my slender abilities, that I 
have always Money to spare, and what I have earned 
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with credit was ever sufficient to maintain me, — 
what occasion have I to become a Forger, an in- 
famous trade, which would not turn out so much 
to my benefit T 

In 1798, The Committee of Council for Coins 
having remarked the considerable loss, which the 
Gold Coin appeared to have sustained by Wear 
within certain periods, and being desirous to ascer- 
tain whether that Loss was occasioned by any de- 
fect, either in the Quality of Standard Gold, or in 
the Figure or Impression of the Coins, requested 
Mr. Henry Cavendish and Mr. Hatchett to ex- 
amine, by such Experiments as should be deemed 
requisite, whether any of these defects really 
existed. 

From a set of well imagined Experiments, which 
were extended to a considerable length, it appeared, 
that Gold of. moderate ductility is best calculated 
for Coin, and that the Quality of the present 
Standard Gold is well adapted to resist abrasion, 
especially in the case of the friction of Coin against 
Coin, — and that the Wear is greater upon raised or 
imbossed surfaces, than upon those which were 
flat and plain. 

A Memoir, containing a fiill Statement of these 
Experiments, is inserted in The Philosophical 
Transactions, for the year 1 803. 
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In the judicious Remarks upon The English 
Coinage by William Debonaire Haggard^ Esq., 
printed in May, 1836, and which ought to engage 
the immediate and serious attention of Govern- 
ment, and of all Legislators, — we are assured, that 
it is the received opinion of Practical men, that the 
System now adopted, for the first time, in The 
Royal Mint of using Copper only, as an Alloy in 
our Gold Coinage, is not so good as that of em- 
ploying Silver and Copper, — and it has been proved 
by many experiments, that, unless the Copper be 
of the purest quality, the Gold will be brittle and 
unfit for working into Coin, — 

And, further, many persons are of opinion, that 
Gold reduced to the Standard quality by the addi- 
tion of Copper only, does not wear so well in Coin, 
as a Standard made by an Alloy of Silver and 
Copper, and there is no doubt that these Alloys 
make Gold of a proper ductility for Coin, — which 
is in accordance with the experiments of Messrs. 
Cavendish and Hatchett, — 

And, in a recent Interview with the last-named 
Gentleman, Mr. Haggard had the satisfaction to 
find, that Mr. Hatchett's ideas on this subject 
coincide with his own. 

With reference to the improvement of our Gold 
Coinage, the Plan, which Mr. Haggard proposes. 



28 INTRODUCTION. 

would save the Government great expense, and 
prove highly beneficial to the Nation, — ^whilst it 
would moreover prevent the brittleness of our pre- 
sent Coin, check materially the exportation of our 
Gold Coin, and do away with the dishonest prac- 
tice of the melting of our Coin in Paris, which is 
resorted to for the sake of the profit arUing from 
the extraction of the Silver. 

And, he especially insists, that the Currency 
should be based upon a Silver, instead of a Gold 
Standard, — ^in order to give greater security to the 
expansive industry and energies of the People of 
The United Kingdom. 

The graceful reign of George the Fourth will 
introduce us more immediately to the elegant Pro- 
ductions of The Gentleman, whose unassuming 
Merit has been the agreeable occasion of this 
Memoir. 
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Although the Family of Wyon appear to have 
been blessed with considerable abilities, and to 
have steadily exercised their Talents with laudable 
industry and publick spirit, — ^yet little is known of 
their early History. 

George ? Wyon, who stands at the head of this 
Pedigree, was a Native of Cologne, in Germany, a 
Silver-Chaser, — and was brought from Hanover to 
England in the suite of King George the First, at 
which period it was not imusual for Great Per- 
sonages to carry with them Artists of celebrity. 
There is a prevalent belief in the Family, that this 
Gentleman died in The West Indies, whither he 
had gone upon a speculation to sell Pictures. 

George, his son, was so young at the time of 
his father*s death, that his recollection of him was 
very imperfect. At a suitable age he was appren- 
ticed to Hemmings, then Goldsmith to King George 
the Second, — and, about the year 1775, he was 
engaged in The Manufactory at Soho, near Bir- 
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mingham^ since so deservedly renowned for it's 
Mechanism and Productions of Skill throughout 
the Civilized World. In a place so sacred to 
Genius, we may reasonably conclude that Mr. 
Wyon contributed his share of elegant workman- 
ship, as none were likely to be encouraged in that 
sphere of Enterprise, who were not well practised in 
the Magnificence or the softer Beauty of Art. He 
superintended the fabrication of articles of Come- 
lian, which at that time were finished in a most 
expensive manner, and required the aid of the 
most exquisite taste, such as Mr. Wyon possessed 
in an eminent degree, — indeed, this is evident fi*om 
the numerous designs and finished works still ex- 
tant in the Family. 

In the month of April, 1 772, The City of London 
presented the *' Patriot/* John Wilkes, with a rich 
Silver Cup, embossed with the Assassination of 
Julius Caesar, fi-om a cast by Mr. Wyon. In The 
Gentleman's Magazine, vol. 44, p. 467., is an en- 
graving, and description of this Cup, where it is 
'* exhibited as a master-piece, which does equal 
honour to the Artists who formed the design, and 
those employed in the execution." And Mr. 
Nichols, in his Literary Anecdotes, vol. ix. p. 478., 
further acquaints us, that Miss Wilkes at her 
decease in 1802, bequeathed to her Cousin Lady 
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Baker '' the Silver Cup^ that was the honourable 
gift of The City of London to her dear and honoured 
father." 

Mr. George Wyon died in the year 1 796, leaving 
four sons, — Thomas, Peter, George, and James, — 
to emulate his Talents, and to perpetuate his 
Virtues. 

Thomas and Peter, the two eldest sons, united 
themselves in business, as general Die Engravers, 
in Birmingham, — ^which connection continued until 
the year 1800. During that time, Thomas en- 
graved many Dies for Tokens, which possess con- 
siderable merit, — ^particularly those, which consti- 
tute a part of The Coventry Series of Buildings. 
This Gentleman came to London in 1800, where 
he settled in general business, and was ultimately 
employed in the department of Engraver of His 
Majesty's Seals. He died in 1830. 

It is from Mr. Thomas Wyon, that England 
claims as her own favoured child, his highly tal- 
ented son, Thomas, — of whom an interesting Me- 
moir is inserted in The Gentleman's Magazine, 
{vol. 88, part \,p. 179), from the Pen of his friend, 
I. Humphreys, Esq., Secretary to The Cork Scien- 
tific Society, before which Learned Body that 
Memoir was read in the month of November, 1817. 

D 
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This glowing and pathetick Commentary depicts to 
us the splendid and expandmg abilities of that in- 
genious and amiable Youths and is imbued with 
all that warmth of feeling, and delicacy of expres- 
sion which the favour of admiration could dictate^ 
or the frankness of judicious criticism could 
suggest. 

'' It was our proud and firm hope," Mr. Hum- 
phreys observes, '' that, if Life and Health were 
vouchsafed to this distinguished Artist, we should 
see THE Numismatic Art raised from the degrada^ 
tion to which, during the last Century, it had been 
gradually sinking through want of Encouragement 
and PMronage, to a height far beyond what it had 
ever risen to in England, — and we flattered oiu:- 
selves that there was a rational expectation, that 
The Hamerini of Italy, and even Hedlinger of 
Sweden, might be excelled by an Englishman, — 
for, in what Branch of the Arts have Englishmen 
ever been deficient, when a fair prospect of Re- 
muneration has warranted them to devote their 
Abilities to it ? 

'' The want of Patronage has alone in our opin- 
ion depressed The Medallick Art in these Coun- 
tries." 

Mr. Humphreys then proceeds to give some in- 
teresting particulars of the early Life of his amiable 
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friend, and of the commencement of his Career as 
an Artist, at the youthful age of Sixteen f 

He then states the Progress of Mr. Wyon's 
labours, giving elegant descriptions of the several 
Coins and Medals, executed by him, — still appre- 
hending, that considerable additions might be made 
to render his List complete, — and which appears 
to have been the case, from subsequent Letters 
that are printed in The Gentleman's Magazine. 

To his Family and Friends, Mr. Wyon's health 
had been for several years an object of great solici- 
tude and apprehension, — but, in the course of the 
Summer of 1817, it had visibly and alarmingly de- 
clined, — ^when having removed to the neighbour- 
hood of Hastings for change of air, he there closed 
his short but valuable life, on the 22d. of Septem- 
ber, 1817, in the Twenty-fifth year of his age. 

The Private life of Mr. Wyon was as amiable, as 
his PubUck was splendid. His habits were strictly 
religious and domestic, — and, as a Son and a 
Brother, he was all that a Parent or Relation could 
desire. His Manners were imcommonly mild and 
unassuming, — though it would not have been won- 
derftil, if Abilities, which at so early an age placed 
him at the undisputed head of his Professi<(n in 
this Kingdom, had worn a different exterior. He 
was also perfectly free from that Envy and Jea- 
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lousy, which, while no class of Society is exempt 
from it, works, perhaps, more visibly amongst 
Artists. No person could be more ready at all 
times to point out Merit wherever it prevailed, 
and no one was so severe a critick, or had so 
humble an opinion of his own Productions, as 
himself. 

Peter Wyon, the second of the four Sons in the 
Pedigree, after the dissolution of Partnership with 
his brother Thomas, continued his occupations in 
Birmingham, where he displayed great Taste in 
his Designs, and Models for sinking Dies for 
ornamental Brass-work, — which, in many re- 
spects, are unequalled even at the present time. 
He also engraved the fine large Medallion of 
Mr. BouLTON, which alone might afford a con- 
vincing proof, that, if circumstances had per- 
mitted the full expansion of his powers, he was 
capable of much higher attainments in the art. 
But what must above all other considerations 
have gratified his fondest affections, was the 
blooming promise of excellence then attendant 
upon his eldest Son, William, — to whose Merit 
and Abilities these humble pages are now devoted. 

It has been observed, that, in the history of an 
Artist, there are seldom any circumstances cal- 
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culated to awaken interest by their novelty or 
importance, such as frequently occur in more 
active pursuits, — That an Artist's life is one of 
uninterrupted quiet and perseverance, silently 
spent in the seclusion of his Work-room, — And, 
that those who are destined to the duties of an 
ingenious but laborious Profession, can have no 
other feats to proclaim, than difficulties by patient 
thought overcome, — and can only expect as their 
highest reward, to escape the censure of the critical. 
This is a melancholy Picture ! — and the more so, 
when drawn from truth by the Artist himself. 

But although our Youthful Aspirant has not 
escaped these chilling obstacles, and has experi- 
enced both opposition and neglect, yet we shall 
ever find him supported by the proud consciousness 
of Merit, and bearing without a murmur even the 
Injustice, which he has had occasionally to endure. 
We may here adduce an early instance of his 
Superiority, as acknowledged by his School-fellows, 
— ^who, on a Prize being offered for general rivalry, 
presented a Memorial to the Master, candidly 
decUning to contend for the Drawing, '' if Wyon 
xvds one of the Competitors'* 

After passing through the several classes of a 
respectable School at Birmingham, our Artist, — ^for 
so we must now call him, — was apprefiticed, in 
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1809, to his Father, having then attained his Fotir- 
teenth Year. The natiual bent of his mind was 
first seen in the production of a Head of Hercules, 
which was finished about the year 1811. This 
Head, which is engraven in bold relief, is in the 
possession of his Uncle, Mr. James Wyon, who is 
settled in Dublin, — but having been shown to 
Nathaniel Marchant, R. A., the celebrated En- 
graver of Gems, and the xmiversal fiiend of Genius, 
it happily so much attracted his notice, as to draw 
firom him the earnest recommendation, that our 
Pupil should be employed upon objects of higher 
consequence, than the mere Die-sinking business, 
pursued by his Father for the various Tradesmen 
in Birmingham. 

He, however, continued his diligence in the 
mechanical and minor parts of his Father's trade, 
— until a very severe accident, — a compound frac- 
ture of the right arm, — received, when turning a 
large oval Die, rendered him for some time unable 
to prosecute his studies. His Father, who was a 
most indulgent Parent, now availing himself of a 
kind invitation from his Uncle, Mr. Thomas Wyon, 
then resident in London, sent our poor sufierer to 
forget his pain amidst the varied amusements of 
the Metropolis, and to improve a mind early alive 
to the nicest discriminations of Art. 
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On his return to Birmingham, we have an affect- 
ing instance of Parental fondness to record, — Our 
Youth having made a Model in wax, from a small 
round figure of Antinous, — this, although far from 
faultless, so delighted his Father, that he presented 
him with a Guinea for immediate reward, and had 
the piece of Steel afterwards set in gold, as a Seal, 
— which he continued to wear for the remainder of 
his life. It is now fondly preserved, as a sacred 
treasure, by his affectionate Sisters. 

Another instance only of early Proficiency can 
now be recollected, which is a figure of '' The 
Woodman^' copied from the well known Picture by 
Westall. This Die was afterwards used to strike 
gilt impressions, which were worn as Brooches, — 
and the pleasing device met with so great a sale, as 
to induce the execution of many similar designs, — 
though none of them were equally successful, — 
There was, however, a flattering stipulation by 
those who gave the orders, that the young Artist 
who engraved '' The Woodman,'^ should alone be 
employed in the execution of the work. 

In 1812, our Artist visited London a second 
time, when he derived much information in his 
Profession from the advice of his Cousin, Thomas, 
whose premature death we have already noticed. 
He now begun to execute a Die, as Candidate for 
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a Reward offered by The Society of Arts, — upon 
the Obverse of which was the Head of Ceres. 
Here again we meet with the encouraging kindness 
of Mr. Marchant, — who was much pleased with 
the Classical character of this Head, remarking, 
that it reminded him of his own Head of Juno, — 
and being requested to assist him in obtaining a 
model of an antient Plough, he good humouredly 
recommended our Youngster to go to Mr. Payne 
Knight, '' and to tell him, that he was that pretty 
behaved, modest boy, whom he had spoken to him 
about." 

With this Head of Ceres The Society of Arts 
were so well satisfied, that they not only rewarded 
Mr. Wyon, on the 25th of May, 1813, by present- 
ing him with their Large Gold Medal, — ^but also 
purchased the Dies, which are used at the present 
time, for their Prize Gold Medal, in the Class of 
Agriculture. 

In 1813, Mr. Wyon attempted an original Com- 
position of figures, — viz.^ Victory, standing in a 
Shell, upon the waters, extending in one hand, a 
Wreath of Laurel, — and, in the other, holding 
a Palm Branch, — and attended by two Tritons. 
This was intended as a Naval Prize Medal, and 
was engraved accordingly, — but no Medals were 
struck from it, — one impression alone having been 
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taken, which was sent to The Society of Arts, 
who again awarded their Large Gold Medal to 
Mr. Wyon. 

Here we see a Youth of Eighteen, unaided but 
by natural Genius, breaking through all the imped- 
iments of his difficult Art, and claiming and 
receiving the highest rewards, such as might only 
be conferred upon matured Excellence ! 

And here let us also pause, to contemplate the 
gratifying spectacle of Talent rising to Eminence 
through it's own exertions, — a Lesson, which may 
not be without it's use, in exciting honourable 
emulation and confidence among those, who, in 
the shade of Private life, when laudably aspiring 
at distinction through Merit, are deterred by the 
difficulties with which their Progress appears to 
be impeded and discouraged. 

It has been remarked, that in Despotic Countries 
the People look up to the Sovereign or his Minis- 
ters, to execute every thing of a Publick nature, — 
while, in a Free State, most enterprises are per- 
formed by Individuals without any reference to 
the Government. 

In the year 1815, Mr. Wyon was invited to 
leave Birmingham and repair to London, there to 
assist his Uncle, Mr. Thomas Wyon, who was then 
employed by Mr. Marchant, as Chief Engraver 
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of the Seals. During this occupation^ Mr. Wrox 
engraved The Great Seals for Scotland and 
Ireland, — his Cousin, Thomas Wtox, Junior^ 
having previously engraved The Great Seal for 
England. Our Artist assisted in the execution 
also of many Colon lill Se.ujs. 

In the same year, the then Master of The Aflint 
made great alterations in that Establishment^ — 
Mr. PiNGo and Mr. Marchant, the Chief and 
Second Engravers, were superannuated. Mr. 
Thomas Wyon, Junior, was promoted to be Chief 
Engraver, — the number of Engravers was limited 
to twOy and their Salaries rendered certain, instead 
of depending upon Fees, as before. 

At the same period The Master expressed a 
desire, that Competition should be declared for 
the situation of Second Engraver, thus become 
vacant, — and being informed of oiur Artist's inten- 
tion to compete for the office, absurdly exclaimed, 

e 

*' that he would not have two of a family, ^ — 
This supercilious remark deterred Mr. Wyon for 
part of the time from the exercise of his powers, 
— but, as the day of decision approached, he 
determined at all risks to venture, and assiduously 
applied the very limited time that remained, to 
engraving a head of George the Third, of the 
size of a Guinea, — which hasty production was 
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sent in without a name. Upon The Master's sub- 
mitting the various specimens of the different Art- 
ists to Sir Thomas Lawrence, that Painter, so 
eminent for Gracefiilness, immediately selected Mr. 
Wyon's, as the most skilfiil, — and he was there- 
upon appointed Second Engraver to The Mint, 
in 1816. 

On the great Re-coinage commencing in that 
year, he was wholly occupied in the subordinate 
duties, usually assigned to the Second Engraver, — 
such as engraving of Arms upon the Reverses, 
lettering Dies, making Punches, and in other 
details. 

And here we may remark, that, about this time, 
Mr. PisTRUcci, — who succeeded Mr. Thomas 
Wyon, Junior, as Chief Engraver, — received the 
enormous sum of «£1325. for engraving three 
Models in Jasper of the Head of His Majesty 
King George the Fourth. 

In 1817, Mr. Wyon finding the Publick much 
dissatisfied with the Portraits of the King upon 
the Coinage, then in circulation, and which had 
been engraven from models by Mr. Pistrucci, — 
determined to devote all his leisure, that the 
pressure of Publick business would allow, in en- 
graving a Pattern for a Crown, from Marchant's 
Three-shilling Bank token, — and which Mr. Mar- 
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CHANT had engraved from a model taken by himself 
from His Majesty for that express pmpose^ — this 
being considered the best authenticated Portrait of 
The Kino. 

There seems to have been an evil Genius atten- 
dant upon the taste of The Master, — for, upon 
Mr. Wyon's showing this Pattern Crown to him, 
he was desired "to mind his own business, and 
not lose his time in engraving Heads, of which he 
was incapable." 

So very near was this extraordinary want of 
knowledge in Art to completing it's ungracious 
task, — that of 

'' frighting the Isle 
" From her propriety." 

Impressions from this Coin are, however, in the 
Cabinets of various Collectors, and are highly and 
deservedly esteemed by them. The Reverse is 
the Arms, from Simon's style of Oliver Cromwell's 
Crown. The Dies were destroyed. 

To this heartless discouragement of The Mint 
Master, let us see what our well-skilled Numis- 
matist, Mr. RuDiNG, had to oppose, 

*' I cannot but regret," he observes, " that the 
almost general Re-coinage of the precious Metals 
should have passed without any attempt to render 
the Reverses of our Coins historical records. 
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" I have said without any attempt, because, al- 
though, in two instances, Heraldick Ensigns have 
been rehnquished, yet I presume that what has 
superseded them, does not claim the rank of an 
Historical event. 

" That something more appropriate and dignified 
might have been adopted, I have a proof now 
before me in a Pattern Crown^ by Mr. William 
Wyon, — ^which, in the true spirit of Classick histor- 
ical Coinage, commemorates the Legislative Union 
with Ireland. 

'' The Obverse is inscribed, Georgius hi. 
Britanniarum Rex F. D. 1817, and bears a 
spirited, and, to my eye, a faithful Portrait of 
our venerable Sovereign. 

'' On the Reverse, which has this Motto, ^' Foe-' 
Dus Inviolabile," the Union of the Kingdoms is 
happily expressed by three Female figures, of 
chaste design and masterly execution, representing 
Britannia, Hibernia, and Scotia, distinguished by 
St. George's Cross, the Thistle, and Harp, and 
their heads adorned with the Rose, Thistle, and 
Shamrock respectively. Britannia is drawn with 
considerable dignity of character, and appears to 
be the Eldest Sister of the three, — the other two 
look towards her with affection and respect. 

'* Of all the three figures, Scotia has the most 
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originality and grace^ — but should she not, as the 
Elder Sister of Hibernia^ so far at least as Union 
goes^ have been placed on the right-hand of Bri- 
tannia ? 

*' I was pleased to see that^ at this time of ex- 
clusive Military exultation^ our Nerval character 
was not entirely overlooked, — a small Rudder, 
crossed by a Palm-branch, being placed in the 
Exergue. 

" Could our Shillings and Sixpences have boasted 
of design and workmanship equal to this Pattern, 
the issue of them would not have been disgraced 
by the circulation of Counterfeits without the Bank, 
whilst the genuine Coins were delivering within it's 
walls." — Annals of the Coinage, vol. v. p. 360. 
2d. edit. 8vo. 

A writer in the The Morning Chronicle re- 
marking upon the New Coinage of that period^ 
indignantly exclaims, " to the disgrace of our 
Mint, I am sorry to say, that the English is the 
only Mint in Europe, that totally and invariably 
disregards accuracy of resemblance to the Sovereign 
on the Coinage.*" 

Another Correspondent says, " I have acci- 
dentally seen part of the New Silver Coinage, and 
I will venture to assert, that a more extraordinary 
Coinage never before issued from His Majesty's 
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Mint. One of your Correspondents some time 
since took occasion to show, how ingeniously the 
Likeness of our Sovereign had been varied on 
every Coin that has been struck during his reign ! 
— but the present Master of the Mint must be fairly 
allowed to have outstripped all his Predecessors in 
this particular, — having furnished a Series of Por- 
traits so strange in contour, dissimilar in aspect, and 
discordant in feature, that the Nation cannot but 
admire the art which could apply them to one and 
the same individual. If we pass over the Shillings 
and Sixpences, — which are nearly on a level with 
the Bank Tokens in point of execution, — ^and direct 
our attention to the figure on the Half Crown, we 
shall find the principle of variation has been carried 
so far, that a hasty observer might be led to doubt 
whether Mr. Pole had not lost sight of the original, 
and given us a partial restoration of the Torso or 
a Bust of Vitellius, or an attempt at the delineation 
of some other illustrious heads and shoulders. The 
expression of the countenance forms a marked con- 
trast to the placid set of features, which we have 
been accustomed to contemplate on the Coins of 
George the Third. — On comparing this Caricature 
with the Coinage of former Sovereigns, the supe- 
riority of the latter is but too apparent, — and I 
turn from Mr. Pole's performance to a Shilling of 
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Queen Anne's or of George the Second, with some- 
thing of the fondness which I should feel for a well 
finished Greek Medal." 

In 1818, Mr. Wyon was occupied, as in the 
former year, on Dies for the Coinage. Whilst Mr. 
PiSTRUcci was said to be engaged upon a Medal to 
commemorate the glorious battle of Waterloo, — 
for which he has received, on account^ the extra- 
vagant sum of £ 1780., and the Medal is even yet 

• ; / f / 

unfinished, in 1836 ! ! \'^ ^-Cj t 

Again, we have another Writer addressing The 
Editor of The Morning Chronicle, upon the sub- 
ject of The New Crown Pieces, — " Without pre- 
vious apology," he observes, *' I call upon you, as 
one of the foremost amongst the Champions and 
Defenders of British Talent, to give publicity to 
a few plain statements elicited by the very elabo- 
rate Epistle of your Mint Correspondent, — ^being 
persuaded, that, as a sufficient inducement for your 
doing so, I have merely to advert to the very 
unfair, nay dishonourable, means therein adopted 
for the purpose of extending the partiality for 
Foreigners, which has already taken such deep 
root at Head Quarters, to the manifest prejudice 
of Native Genius. 

'' Had it been merely with a view to allay the 
feeling of disgust, excited by the poverty of design 
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exhibited in the late Coinage, and to make a 
favourable impression on the Publick mind, pre- 
paratory to the New issue, that Mr. Pistrucci was 
pompously announced as having been only lately 
employed at The Mint, the statement, although 
false, might have passed unnoticed, — ^but consider- 
ing, that the only object of the assertion is, that of 
iniquitously heaping all the disgrace of the late 
Coinage on the Name of the deceased, Mr. Wyon, — 
it is an act of justice due to his memory, to state, 
that during the progress of the Coinage, although 
nominally Chief Engraver to His Majesty's Mint, — 
and consequently responsible, as far as his Cha- 
racter as an Artist was concerned, for the execu- 
tion of the Coin of the Realm, — ^the most igno- 
minious fetters were imposed upon his Genius, his 
faculties were holden in subjection by the Anti- 
national bad taste of The Master of The Mint, 
and he was shamefully compelled to work after the 
designs of the Italian Artist. 

" Much is said on the superiority of the New 
Coinage, with regard to the depth and boldness 
of the impression, — but the fact is, that never until 
the present occasion were Money dies worked 
under the same favourable circumstances. The 
process which the Crowns have been subject to, 
has not been that of money making, but strictly 

E 
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that used in striking of Medals, — each piece having 
three or more blows. The care too, which has 
been used in selecting the Pieces allowed to pass, 
must not go unnoticed, — ^they are submitted to 
the most minute examination, — Pieces are rejected 
for the slightest imperfection, and it has frequently 
happened, that two-thirds of them have been re- 
turned to the Melting-pot for regeneration, although 
infinitely jnore perfect than the Shillings and Six- 
pences, that have been put in circulation. In 
short, Sir, it is notorious, that much less pains 
were bestowed upon the Medals, destined to com- 
memorate the Triumph of those who bled at 
Waterloo, than on those intended to record the 
achievements of Messrs. Pole, Pistrucci, and St. 
George. 

" In one respect, however, the present Coinage 
has a decided superiority over it's Predecessors, — 
the method of drawing the Metal bars and fillets 
to the desired thickness, without the use of the 
file or scraper, having contributed most essentially 
to it's beauty,— but unfortunately for Mr. John 
Barton, who is the Inventor of this ingenious 
piece of Mechanism, he is an Englishman ! — and, 
although his Services have been strongly insisted 
upon, it would have required too great a stretch 
of Patronage to publish his Name.'* 
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Even ftirther. The Editor of '' Annals of The 
Fine Arts, for 1819/' when speaking of the New 
Coinage, remarks, " we feel sincerely sorry, that 
one (The Master) who has taken so much trouble 
to make the Coin a fine thing as a work of Art, 
should have met with such an unsatisfactory return 
to his wishes, — We never remember to have heard 
such an universal censure, from Artists and others, 
interested and disinterested, from the highest to 
the lowest, as that passed by the whole Nation, 
upon the design and execution of The New 
Coinage/' — ^vol. 4. p. 141. 

In 1819, Mr. Wyon was still employed upon 
the Coinage, — with the additional service of en- 
graving Dies, for The Colonial Coin. 

In 1820, he was employed in lettering Dies, for 
the Coins of The Realm, — and, in engraving Ori- 
ginal Matrices and Puncheons, for an extensive 
Coinage for The Ionian Islands, consisting of the 
Penny, Half-penny, and Farthing. 

In the same year he had the honour to receive 
from The Society of Arts, the fir$t Gold Medal, 
struck from the Dies of the new Large Medal of 
The Society, designed, executed, and presented 
by him to them. 

On the 12th of April, 1821, Mr. Wyon was 
married to Catherine Sophia Keelf, third daughter 
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of John Keele, Esq., Surgeon, of Southampton^ — 
an amiable Lady, by whom he has a family of two 
sons and two daughters. 

In this year he was occupied in repeating the 
Dies, for The Ionian Islands, — lettering Dies^ for 
The Cojn, — modelling and engraving Dies, for 
The English Farthing, from which there was 
an extensive Coinage. 

In 1822, he repeated Dies, for the Farthing, — 
and engraved Original Matrices and Puncheons, for 
the Penny, Half-penny, and Farthing for Ireland. 

The Head upon the Farthing was copied from 
Mr. PisTRucci's head of George the Fourth, and, 
upon it's being submitted to The Master, he 
expressed a wish, " that the copy had not been so 
like" The figure of Britannia upon the Reverse, 
was designed, modelled, and engraved by Mr. 
Wyon. 

His Majesty now commanding, through The 
Master of the Mint, that none but Mr. Chant- 
rey's Bust of him should be copied on the 
Obverse of the Coin, Mr. Pistrucci thencefor- 
ward entirely discontinued his Pubhck services, but 
retained his Salary of <£500. per annum ^ together 
with ample accommodations in The Royal Mint. 
Double duty consequently fell upon Mr. Wyon, — 
yet his annual Salary of j£200. was not increased. 
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In 1823, we find our aspiring and accomplished 
Engraver receiving that honourable and publick 
acknowledgement of his Talents, which his supe- 
rior Merits had so justly acquired. 

The Right Hon^*®* Thomas Wallace, — since 
elevated by his Virtues and his Patriotism to The 
British Peerage, — ^being, on the 9th of October, 
1823, appointed Master of The Mint, his first 
care appears to have been to effect an improve- 
ment in the Coinage, — ^for which he was happily 
endued with an ardent love of every refinement 
in the works of Art, and particularly interested in 
the Coinage of The Realm. Being dissatisfied 
with the Portrait of The King, he requested 
Mr. Wton to prepare a Model, — which, being 
submitted to His then Majesty George the Fourth, 
was approved by The Sovereign, and a complete 
Series of new Dies were ordered to be executed. 

From this time we find, that Mr. Wyon was 
assiduously occupied in the important duties of 
The Chief Engraver, — stimulated by the active 
superintendence and generous interest, which his 
kind and honoured Master ever took whilst in 
Office. 

At this period he executed a new Series of the 
Obverses of the Coinage from the Five Pound 
piece to that of the Farthing. 
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At the conclusion of the Coinage in 1825, Mr. 
Wyon's health sunk so much from the arduous 
duties in which he had been unremittingly en- 
gaged, as to cause some of his friends pleasantly 
to observe to The Master, that, in attaining his 
object, a beautiful Coinage, — he had nearly kOled 
his Engraver. 

And here we have an amiable instance of the 
goodness of heart of this Publick OflScer, — who 
immediately on this alarm, expressed the strongest 
interest in the health of Mr. Wyon, and directed 
his own Physician, *' to take him under his care, 
and to exert his utmost sldll towards his recovery." 

At the same time a Letter appeared in The 
Times Newspaper, comparing Mr. Wyon*8 Coinage 
in beauty to the celebrated farthing of Queen 
Anne, — but giving the preference to the new 
Coin, which the Writer was pleased to designate 
perfect *' Gems of Art!* 

On the 28th of May, 1827, Mr. Wallace re- 
signed The Mastership of The Mint, in conse- 
quence of a Change in The Administration, — ^but 
his noble mind, full of attachment to Science 
and to the Merit of his Friend, did not fail to 
express the deepest regret, that he had not been 
able to place Mr. Wyon permanently in the situa- 
tion of Chief Engraver, — the duties of which 
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Office he had so long discharged with such zeal 
and fidelity to the Publick. 

Feeling, however, the peculiarity of Mr. Wyon's 
situation, he recommended to his Successor, Mr. 
TiERNEY, to take into consideration his claims 
upon The Government for past services, and the 
propriety of his Appointment to the Office, which 
he had so long virtually filled. 

Accordingly, we find, that Mr. Wyon was ap- 
pointed in the early part of the year 1828 to the 
ofiice of Chief Engraver, and the sum of j£500. 
was awarded to him, as a compensation for his 
Extra-services firom the year 1823 to 1828, — but 
the Establishment being still encumbered with 
the non-operative Mr. Pistrucci, the imited Sala- 
ries of the First and Second Engraver, amount- 
ing together to <£700. per annuniy were divided 
equally between them, — thus pitifiilly withhold- 
ing irom the only efficient officer ,£150. a year, 
although he was acknowledged to deserve the 
whole amount, — ^for, by a Treasury Minute it was 
ordered, that " the Salary of £500. per annum 
should revert to Mr. Wyon, on the removal of 
Mr. Pistrucci by death or otherwise." 

In the month of August, 1829, Mr. Wyon re- 
ceived an Anonymous letter, which is of too 
curious a nature to be omitted in this Memoir, — 
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'' It puzzles one at The ExHiBmoN^" observes 
the Writer, '' to see your beautiful Medals and 
Heads of The King, and at the same time such 
inferior ones of His Majesty on the Coins, — 
perhaps, The Master of the Mint will not pay you 
adequately for your trouble. 

" There is a most odious quantity of the Half 
Crowns, which are an inconvenient fraction of the 
Pound, when changing for small matters. At the 
Bank the other day. Fourteen Pounds out of 
Twenty were paid in Half Crowns, — Crown Pieces 
are much more conveniently reckoned or changed 
than the other, and yet they are very scarce. 
Neither the Crowns nor Half Crowns do much 
credit to the present state of the Arts in this 
Country. I should like to see a new Crown in 
circulation, with the King's Arms in full, and ele- 
gantly done, instead of St, George fighting naked ! 

" If you would engrave and exhibit next year, 
and mention it in the Catalogue, as a Die for a 
new Crown Piece going to be coined, / would put 
you dozan in my Will for Five hundred Pounds mth 
the greatest pleasure. 

" There was an exquisite Head of The King of 
your doing two or three years ago in The Royal 
Academy, — he looked there, what every body says 
he is, perfectly dignified and gentlemanly, — but I 



THE LIFE. 67 

see nothing of either on the Coins. On the last 
Sovereign, he looks a conceited Prig of thirty." 

At this period Mr. Wyon was engaged in engra- 
ving Original Dies for new Crown Pieces, with a 
view of adapting them to the new Coi^^o Press, 
introduced from The Prussian Mint, — and also, 
in repeating Dies for the Coinage. 

In 1830, Mr. Wyon commenced a Series of Dies 
of His present Most Excellent Majesty, King Wil- 
liam the Fourth, by express Royal command, from 
a model in bas-relief of The King by Sir Francis 
Chantrey, and when the Crown Die was presented 
to His Majesty, he was graciously pleased to order, 
that no other Portrait, than copies of that Head, 
should be used during his reign. 

On the issue of The New Coinage in 1831, it 
was remarked, that the head on the Sovereign was 
very delicately executed, but certainly not bold 
enough. The Reverse did not materially differ 
from the old Coin, — ^but the Crown was smaller, 
and, therefore, in better proportion. 

A strange hallucination seems to have pervaded 
the Ministry, on the arrangement of the Corona- 
tion of His Most Gracious Majesty, King William 
the Fourth, as it was proposed to perform that 
high Solemnity, without striking a Medal to 
commemorate the auspicious event. But, about 
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a month before the Ceremony took place, the 
Ministers became sensible that it would be an 
unprecedented measure, and it was hastily de- 
termined, that a Medal should be prepared. 

Uneasy sentiments were, however, expressed at 
the short interval which would intervene, — ^for, it 
was not until the 28th of July, 1831, that Mr. 
WyoN received a letter from Lord Auckland, 
desiring him to prepare designs to be submitted 
to The Privy Council, at the same time with 
any designs which might be prepared by Mr. 
PisTRUcci, on the 2d of August following. 

It was then determined, that the Obverse of 
the Medal should be the portrait of The King, — 
and the Reverse, the portrait of The Queen, — 
Mr. Chantrey being requested to prepare the 
Model of Her Majesty. 

On the 8th it appears, that Mr. Chantrey had 
cheerfully and beautifully finished the Model of 
The Queen, — but Lord Auckland being alarmed 
at the shortness of the time before the Coronation 
would take place, desired that Mr. Wyon should 
engrave the Obverse, and Mr. Pistrucci the Re- 
verse, — but such was the view Mr. Pistrucci took 
of his duty, that he chose this urgent moment, 
to decline the share allotted to him, on the alleged 
plea of ifs being impossible to execute the Die 
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within the time prescribed, — nor was his refusal 
resented. 

But English perseverance, like English valour, 
is ever triumphant, when occasion requires. Mr. 
Wyon feeling keenly for the honour of his 
Country, voluntarily offered his best services, 
and happily had sufficient health to execute both 
sides of the Medal, to the entire satisfaction of 
the Government. But those only who witnessed 
the painfiil exertions of the Artist, can at all 
enter into the sufferings of toil, which he en- 
dured. Yet sad and lamentable is the conclu- 
sion ! — for, at the close of this extraordinary 
labour, he was presented with the paltry sum of 
jBIOO. only, — the shortness of the time, in which 
he had executed his work, being even adduced 
as a reason for not awarding him a larger 
sum! — whilst Mr. Pistrucci, who had sheltered 
himself under the plea of time, had actually 
obtained £500. for the Coronation Medal of 
Georoe the Fourth, with ample time for the 
execution of the Die at his leisure ! 

If any one should pretend to excuse such 
flagrant partiality, on the ground of the model 
of the King and Queen having been made by 
Mr. Chantrey, — ^let them look to some of the 
Private works of Mr. Wyon, when they will be 
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convinced, how well able he is also to model 
from Nature with beauty and correctness* 

In the same year, 1831, Mr. Wyon engraTed 
u Medal for the Kings and Native Chiefe of 
Gambia, for which he received Fifty Guineas, — 
but for a smaller one, that he was desired, in 
iHi'M, to engrave for the same object, he re- 
(u»iv<?(l nothing. 

In 1832, Mr. Wyon was employed in renevnng, 
n^puiring, and multiplying the various matrices 
and punclu»ons of the series of Dies, for the 
(!()iiiago in circulation. 

Aiul, in 1833, he engraved The Guilder, and 
lialf, (pmrter, and eighth of a Guilder for De- 
morara and Essequiho, — ^he also re-engraved The 
ICngliHh Half-crown, renewed the various Dies 
for th(i Coinage, and modelled, and designed 
Th(5 Five Pound Piece. 

In th(j month of December, 1833, Mr. Wyon 
waH obligingly informed by The Right Hon*^* 
Lord Auckland, then Master of the Mint, of the 
probable determination of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, to strike a Series of National Medals. 

Our accomplished Artist lost no time in pres- 
sing upon His Lordship's kind consideration, his 
reasonable desire to be employed in the execu- 
tion of some of them, — 
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With regard to his competency to the Under- 
taking, he modestly referred to Coins and Medals, 
which he had already executed, — Works, which 
had been approved, sanctioned and patronized by 
His Majesty, — ^had received the commendation of 
the first Artists in the Kingdom, — and had pro- . 
cured for him the distinguished Honour of being 
enrolled among the limited Number of Associates 
of The Royal Academy, — 

He was aware, that Mr. Pistrucci held " The 
Title of Medallist to The King^ — but, he believed, 
that, at least, two other Artists had received the 
same Honour, — and, it became his duty to inform 
His Lordship, that, when the arrangement was 
made which conferred that Honour on Mr. Pis- 
trucci, — Mr. Tierney distinctly stated to Mr. 
Wyon, that such Title *^ no more implied, that 
that Artist was to engrave all future Medals, than 
that a Cheesemonger to His Majesty was to mo- 
nopolize the supply of that article," — 

Practice has confirmed this view of the Case, — 
for, since that arrangement, only Two Medals 
have been struck under the Sanction of the 
Government, — and both of them were executed 
by Mr. Wyon, according to His Lordship's order, — 
he, therefore, respectfully submitted to His Lord- 
ship, that this circumstance established a prece- 
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dent for his being employed^ and also materially 
strengthened his claim to His Lordship's &vourable 
consideration, — 

He had reason to know, that, at least in the 
instance of The Coronation Medal, Mr. Pistrucci 
was applied to, and declined to execute that Work, 
in the short time which could be allowed. Was it 
fair, then, that Mr. Wyon should be engaged only 
upon subjects, which Mr. Pistrucci decUnedf — 
that he should be called upon to risk his Reputa- 
tion upon hasty productions, — and that he should 
\)v. denied the opportunity of attempting to estab- 
lish his own and his Country's Renown, when 
works of Art were required, for which all facilities 
might be obtained, and ample time allowed for the 
full display of all the Taste and Talent, which the 
Artist might possess, — 

Though he was bold to assert, that pecuniary 
considerations were of minor importance in his 
view of the subject, — yet, being the Father of a 
Family, they could not be altogether excluded^ — 
And he requested His Lordship to consider, that, 
for the engraving, repairing and renewing the very 
numerous Matrices, Puncheons, and Dies for very 
extensive issues of Coins of various types and sizes, 
he received no remuneration beyond his Salary, — 
and that he was about to be excluded from the 
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execution of those National Works, to which such 
ample remuneration has, in some instances, been 
attached. He might be allowed to remark, that 
the amount of his Salary was only two-thirds of 
that enjoyed by his Predecessors, and was precisely 
the same as that which is paid to Mr. Pistrucci, 
who is further remunerated for every work he exe- 
cutes ! — 

He, therefore, trusted, that, on this occasion, 
the honourable and stimulating Patronage of the 
Government would not be conferred upon Fo- 
reigners, to the entire exclusion of English Talent. 

Nothing further was determined, and no Medals 
were executed. 

In a Comparative View of the Services • per- 
formed and the Salaries received, together with 
the Extra- Work, by Mr. Pistrucci and Mr. Wyon, 
from the year 1816 to 1835, I find the Account 
thus stated, — 

Mr. Pistrucci. Mr. Wyon. 

For Salary, . £8200 For Salary, . £5116 

For Extra-Work, 3705 For Extra-Work, . 652 10 

£11905 £5768 10 
,5768 10 



£6136 10 EiTceM over Mr. Wyom. 



From 1817 to 1821 inclusiyey em- From 1816 to 1835, indusiye, em- 
ployed on the Coinage. ployed on the Comage. 

From 1822 to 1835 inclusiye, not 
employed on the Coinage. 
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But, a truce with all thoughts of merely per- 
sonal jealousy ! and let us attend to the fine tone 
of Indignation and Patriotism, which Mr. Pik- 
KERTON pours forth in his ^* Esioy on Medals^ 
vol. 2. p. 145. 2d. edit. — 

''It has ever been the curse of this Country, 
that, while it superabounds in men calculated for 
all the Arts and Employments, — ^yet, by a singular 
frenzy. Foreigners are always sure to obtain the 
preference. This must strike every person in the 
competition of Simon, a superlative Native Artist, 
with RoETiER, a foreign one of no such eminence. 
But such has ever been the Case, — though in a 
Country equal, as this is, to any in the World for 
every Art, save Painting! — ^it is a shame to put 
Foreign Artists into those situations, which su- 
perior Skill and Excellence, with other good con- 
siderations, entitle Natives alone to Jill. In a 
kingdom where the Natives are not equal to the 
Arts, as is the Case in Russia^ Foreigners ought to 
be employed, — but, in any other, it ^is a tacit con- 
fession, either of the ignorance of it's Artists, or of 
the contempt which the Government entertains of 
if s own Subjects. The madness of this Predilec- 
tion for Foreigners, who pick our pockets, and 
call us a liberal Nation, cannot be better demon- 
strated, than in the history of our Coin. Simon 



I 
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and Croker are the only Artists^ whose works 
have done honour to the British Coinage, — and 
they wer? both of them Natives of England.** — 
This forcible remonstrance was written in 1789. 

*' Obsequious^ artful, voluble, and gay, 
'* On Britain's fond credulity they prey.** 

JoHNSON*s London. 

In the year 1834, Mr. Wyon's Family and 
Friends were thrown into the greatest state of 
alarm and anxiety for the preservation of a Life, 
rendered so valuable by every endearment, placed 
as it then was in the most imminent peril by 
over-exertion and unwearied solicitude in his 
Profession. Change of air and quietude seemed 
to restore him to a comparative state of tolerable 
Health, but far from that robust strength, which 
the ardour of his mind demanded in a pursuit like 
his. 

His principal occupation had recently been the 
engraving of Original matrices and puncheons for 
the 30 Cent pieces for The Ionian Islands, — 
and also, for the tenth part of a Penny for the 
same Government, — as well as for a Three-half- 
penny piece for Jamaica, — ^as also original Dies for 
the Crusadoes for Portugal, from which an exten- 
sive Coinage was made in The Royal Mint. 

As the celebrity of our Artist extended, we find 

F 
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him called upon to display his Literary acquire- 
ments^ as connected with the subject of his Pro- 
fession, a task, — which he performed with great 
taste and approbation in a Lecture, delivered at 
The SdciETY of Arts, on the 13th of May, 1834, 
— *' On Coins and Medals." 

This Lecture has been fully reported in The 
Athen^um, part lxxvii. pp. 393 and 416, — ^from 
whence we may collect, that, without a thorough 
knowledge and study of the Antique, no chaste or 
eloquent Composition can be expected in these 
later ages, — 

After a few words of introduction, in which Mr. 
Wyon took the opportunity publickly to acknow- 
ledge with Gratitude the early Patronage extended 
to him by The Society of Arts, — he proceeded 
to give a rapid sketch of the Progress of the Art, 
exhibited in the Coinage of The Antients down 
to the Decline of The Roman Empire, — ^and then 
gave a brief account of Modern Coins, concluding 
with a few remarks upon Medals, — 

As the subject is one of general interest, and as 
we now possess the sentiments of so competent 
and so accomplished a Judge, I shall hope to be 
excused, for again bringing forward several pro- 
minent parts of this Lecture, — 

The learned Eckhel, Mr. Wyon observes, con- 
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siders the first Era to include all those Coins, 
fabricated from the invention of Coinage to the 
time of Alexander the First of Macedon, who is 
said to have died in the 291'** or SOQ**"* year from 
the building of Rome, — L e., in the year before 
Christ, 323,— 

One of the most interesting Coins of Antiquity, 
and certainly one of the most antient, is the Gold 
Daric, which is said to have been first coined by 
Darius Hystaspes, in the second year of the 
Sixty-fourth Olympiad, or 523 years before Christ. 
These Gold Darks are of great purity as to the 
Metal, but of a rude, irregular shape, and coarse 
workmanship. They have on the Obverse, the 
figure of a King kneeling upon one knee, holding 
in the left hand a Bow, and in the right an Arrow, 
— ^upon the Reverse, merely a rude indentation, — 

It W9S this t5rpe of an Archer, which gave rise 
to the Pasquinade of Agesilaus, King of Sparta, — 
that ^' he was driven out of Asia by Ten Thousand 
of the King's Archers!" — Langhorne's Plutarch, 
vol.4./?. Sd.edit.l^ld,— 

The Second Era is from Alexander the First, 
of Macedon, to PmLip the Second, or 359 years 
before Christ, — during this period we discover a 
considerable improvement, — but still the peculiari- 
ties of the earlier Coins are visible, — 
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We now approach the Period, when the Art 
arrived at the highest point of Excellence, that it 
ever attained, or, perhaps, ever will attain, — The 
Third Era, which is dated from Philip the Second, 
of Macedon, to the termination of The Roman 
Republic, — 

Mr. Wyon then exhibited Diagrams upon an 
enlarged scale, of some of those splendid produc- 
tions of Art, — and stated, that his object was to 
direct attention to the noble Simplicity, which 
characterized the Works of that age, — 

But, however, deservedly the Coins of Antiquity 
are admired for the Beauty of their Workmanship, 
and for the Interest which they create, either from 
their Portraits or Symbolical Reverses, it is much 
to be lamented, that they so rarely give us the 
Date. This want of Dates, therefore, makes the 
greater number of those Coins of very little use to 
the Student of Chronology, — 

It may be worthy of remark, that the Coinage 
of Athens is by no means found to keep pace with 
that of other Cities, which were far inferior to it 
in Science and Renown. It is known from Uni- 
versal testimony, that The Fine Arts were carried 
in Athens, to a height of Refinement which other 
Nations never reached, — ^the coarse execution of 
their Coins, therefore, is not a little remarkable. 



THE LIFE. 69 

and the Purity of the Silver has been assigned as 
the reason, — this being so widely acknowledged, 
even by The Barbarians, that The Athenians 
feared to make any considerable change in the 
form or the workmanship of their Coin. — ^And, it 
may be observed, that we have a Parallel for 
this circmnstance in more Modern times, similar 
Causes having prevented The Venetians from 
making any alteration in the type or figure of 
their Zecchin, — ^which might then be termed the 
Standard Gold of The Italian States, — 

In taking even a rapid survey of the Greek 
Coinage, we cannot sufficiently admire the Gran- 
deur of Style displayed in the Heads of their 
Deities, many of which belong to the highest 
Class of Works of Art, — and, in comparing these 
Works with all modem efforts, it will be admitted 
that, while the latter are frequently more correct in 
Dramng, they are inferior in Energy and Power. 
The Portraits of their Kings are only inferior to 
those of the Deities, which they worshipped, and 
probably retained quite likeness enough for iden- 
tification, — ^there are, however, to be met with, 
many splendid examples of the most elaborate 
finish in the detail and truth of resemblance to 
individual nature, without the breadth of effect 
being destroyed, — 
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Mr. Wyon now proceeded to The Fourth Era, 
which, according to Eckhel, dates from the ter- 
mination of The Roman Republic to the time 
of The Emperor Hadrian. During this period 
the finest specimens were produced, that are to 
be found in the Roman Mintage, — 

The Fifth Era, Eckhel extends from the period 
of the Antonines, Successors of Hadrlan, to 
the reign of Gallienus, — but so rapid a decline 
takes place in the Art of Coinage after the 
third GoRDiAN, that my highly esteemed friend. 
Captain William Henry Smyth, R. N., K. S. F., 
&c., suggests in his '^ Descriptfve Catalogue 
of a Cabinet of Roman Imperii Large-Brass 
Medals," that this Division should rather ter- 
minate at once with the last-mentioned Em- 
peror, — 

And here let me pause^ — ^to indulge the • re- 
spectful feelings of my heart, and to record my 
admiration of that erudite work just referred to, 
and of the manly and bold style with which 
this brave Officer has holden up Vice to the most 
withering detestation, — for, let no man venture 
to approach his Book, without bringing to the 
study of it, the most conscientious love of 
Virtue and of Truth, and as thorough a regard 
for Patriotism as for Literature, — 
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The notation of a Sixth Era is recommended 
to extend from Gordian the Third to Constantine 
the First, or The Great, — during which period, 
although, for the most part, a deplorable falling 
off in the Beauty of the Coins appears, yet, a 
few are occasionally met with of good, and some, 
— ^the gold ones of Posthumus in particular, — of 
Jine workmanship,— 

If the Roman Series of Coins cannot boast of 
the noble simplicity that is to be found in the 
Greek, yet it possesses specimens of great Beauty, 
Variety, and Interest, remarkable for fidelity of 
Portraiture, delicacy of Workmanship, and richness 
of Device. The Portraits of the Emperors are 
particularly to be admired for their accuracy of 
resemblance, — by which we become at once ac- 
quainted with their Character, from the expression 
of the Face, — 

We have also upon the Roman Coins, copies 
of the most celebrated Statues, Temples, Build- 
ings, Bridges, Aqueducts, and Coliunns of the 
Imperial City, — the most imperishable records of 
the Grandeur, Taste, and Power of the Roman 
people thus exhibited in their common Monies, — 

We have the same deficiency of Dates to regret 
in The Roman Coins, as has been already ac- 
knowledged in regard to The Greek. — ^Mr. Wyon 
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stated, that, as well as he could recollect, only 
two in the whole Series of Roman Emperors bear 
a date, — And there are no Dates on Consular 
Coins, although they present many very interest- 
ing Portraits and Reverses, — 

The Reverses of some of these Coins present 
lively figures of some uncommon Animals, then 
exhibited to the People to be slaughtered in the 
cruel Sports of the Arena, — ^amongst others, that 
of the Hippopotamus, being the only specimen 
of that unwieldy Animal brought alive into 
Europe, — 

The degradation of the Roman name seems to 
have been the signal for the decline of all interest 
in the design and execution of Coins, — The Re- 
verses of those, after the Constantines, present 
no historical Memorials, and the heads scarcely 
bear any resemblance to the Human face, — 
a remark more particularly applying to the 
wretched successors of the Greek Dynasty at 
Constantinople, not excepting the great Justinian 
himself, — 

Mr. Wyon then proceeds to give an account 
of the Coins of our own Country, — describing 
those of The Antient Britons, The Saxons, and 
of the eariier Monarchs, to the reign of Edward 
the Third,— 
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Though many of these, as specimens of Art, 
are extremely rude, the Noble of Edward the 
Third, which was struck on his great Naval 
Victory, in 1340., — ^and on which he appears in 
a Ship asserting the British Dominion of the 
Ocean, even if uncouth in execution, — which 
it is not, — would of right be regarded with 
Curiosity, if not Veneration, by every English- 
man, — 

In the reign of Henrt the Seventh we first 
find The Royal Coat of Arms upon the Reverse, 
— he also first introduced the Shilling y — and, 
altogether a decided improvement in the Coinage 
may be observed, about this period, — 

Henry the Eighth is infamous, as being the 
first of our English Sovereigns, who debased the 
sterling fineness of our Coinage, — ^and, notwith- 
standing the number of checks upon such de- 
basement, ffistory gives us the most undeniable 
proofs of the inefficiency of them all, when the 
arbitrary Will of the Sovereign was allowed to 
put Law and Justice aside. Our admirable forms 
and regulations for the Standard of the fineness 
of Money, have existed since the reign of Edward 
the Third, but they proved insufficient to prevent 
Henry fi-om disgracing his reign, by, perhaps, the 
most wanton debasement of the Currency, that 
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was ever in a similar period of time practised 
upon any Country in the World, — 

Mr. Wyon here adverted to a strange Story, 
that is told of the Workmen, who were employed 
in melting the base Coins of Henry the Eighth, — ' 
namely, that most of them fell sick to death with 
the savour y and that they were advised to drink 
from a dead man's Skull for their cure. Accord- 
ingly, a Warrant was procured from The Council 
to take off the heads from London Bridge, and to 
make cups of them, out of which the workmen 
drank and found some relief, although most of 
them died. If there be any truth in this Story, 
it is probable, that the Sickness arose from the 
fumes of Arsenic, employed in some part of the 
operations, — 

Mr. Wyon, after referring to the Coinage of 
subsequent Monarchs, then directed attention to 
the admirable works of Thomas Simon, who ex- 
ecuted the Coins of Cromwell, as The Protector. 
If, he observes, we admit these Coins to have been 
Current Money, they are the first which have an 
Inscription round the edge. His were also the first 
English Coins with the Laurel introduced about 
the head. The portraits were modelled from the 
life by Simon, and are admirable for the truth 
of resemblance to individual nature, — altogether, 
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this Series of Coins presents to us some of 
the most beautifiil specimens that are to be 
found on our Coinage, combining, with the most 
exquisite workmanship, the mechanical advantages 
of The Mill and Screw, introduced about this 
time, — 

Thomas Simon was Chief Engraver during the 
time of Cromwell, by whom he was much en- 
couraged, — ^he engraved The Great Seals, and 
many excellent Medals, during The Protectorate, 
and remained in emplojmaent at the Mint, during 
the early part of the reign of Charles the Second, 
— and, for the credit of our Country, as it regards 
the Coinage, it is iriuch to be lamented, that 
Charles became discontented with this inimitable 
Artist, sent for the Family of the Roetiers, 
Foreigners whom he had met with abroad, — and 
who, it is said, assisted him with money during 
his Exile, — and appointed one of them to Simon's 
place in The Mint. This stimulated Simon to 
execute his famous Pattern, called, " The Petition 
Crown,** — 

There were but few of these Pieces struck, — 
the last that was offered to public competition 
was sold at Mr. Trattle's sale in 1832, for the 
sum of ^225., — so that Posterity has done ample 
justice to the merits of the Artist, although his 
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incomparable skill, it is to be feared, fstiled of 
obtaining the redress which he sought, — 

The RoETiERs, though far from equal to Simon, 
were certainly no mean Artists, — they continued 
in employment at The Mint, until the time of 
William and Mary, — when, on being suspected 
of a treasonable correspondence with the exiled 
King, they thought it adviseable to quit the 
Country, — 

In the reign of Queen Anne we enter upon 
the second Period, remarkable for the beauty of 
the Coinage. The Dies were now executed by 
John Croker, the Chief Engraver, and are justly 
considered to be only excelled by the masterly 
performances of Simon. It was during this reign, 
that Dean Swift delivered to The Lord Trea- 
surer his Plan for improving The British Coinage, 
which Mr. Wyon took occasion to read, and 
commend, — 

After the time of Croker, the Coinage con- 
tinued in a very tolerable state, until the beginning 
of the reign of George the Third, when it fell 
into the most deplorable condition, — so that 
almost any thing, in the least degree resembling 
Silver, was taken for a Shilling or Sixpence, 
without even the semblance of an impression, — 
and even this abomination, " in the abused shape 
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of money!!' became so exceedingly scarce, that 
many persons were compelled to give a Premium 
for it, that they might be enabled to carry on 
their business,— 

Mr. Wyon then proceeds to give a highly in- 
teresting account of the Mode of engraving and 
multiplying Dies, — ^and of Modern Medals, — ^the 
description of the latter I shall transfer to these 
pages> — ^being sensible, that I cannot gratify my 
reader more, than by availing myself of the ob- 
servations of our eloquent Lecturer, — 

In his account of Modern Medals, Mr. Wton 
remarks, that, in many respects, they form an 
equally interesting Study, as those of the Antients. 
On them we find Battles by sea and land. Pro- 
cessions, Coronations, Funeral Pomps, and other 
Ceremonies, Alliances, Marriages, Portraits of 
Illustrious men, and all that relates to Policy 
or Religion. Dates also are rarely omitted, the 
absence of which on Antient Coins and Medals 
is the cause of so much uncertainty, — 

There is also another circumstance, that ma- 
terially contributes to the Pleasure to be derived 
from the Study of Modern Medals, — which is, 
their proximity to our own time, and their re- 
cording great Events, with which we are in some 
degree already acquainted, — 
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In using the term Moderuy as applied to the 
subject, it is generally understood to comprise all 
those Medals since the time of Charlemagne, or 
the conunencement of the Ninth Century, — and, 
it is cmious to observe the intimate connection 
between Literature and the Study of Medals, — ^for 
we find one of the earliest Writers, — Petrarch, — 
forming a Collection, and recommending them to 
Charles the Fourth, as fit objects for his Study 
and Contemplation, and with a plain sincerity 
that did him honour, requesting The Emperor to 
imitate the Great Men celebrated upon them, — 

Mr. Wyon is not, indeed, aware of the existence 
of Modem Medals, of any importance, previous 
to the revival of the Art in the Fifteenth Century, 
— and, at that time, the Art was principally in the 
hands of Painters, amongst whom we have the 
names of Pisano, Boldu, and others, — 

The oldest Series of Modern Medals struck fi-om 
Dies, is The Papal. We have contemporary Por- 
traits of Popes firom Paul the Second, in 1464, 
to the present time. Perhaps, says Mr. Wyon, 
I ought not to omit to mention the Medal of 
Julius the Third, on the occasion of Mary of 
England restoring The Roman Catholic Religion in 
this Country! — It bears the Portraits of Julius, 
Mary, Philip, and Cardinal Pole. Another re- 
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markable Papal Medal was also struck to com- 
memorate the horrible Massacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew!!, — 

Next to Italy, France is the most remarkable 
Country, for Medals. Louis the Fourteenth is 
celebrated for his encouragement of The Fine Arts, 
— ^he founded '* VAcadimie des Inscriptions^ for 
the purpose of selecting subjects and making de- 
signs for Medals, to commemorate the great Events 
of his reign. The result of the labours of The 
Academy was the production of nearly Three hun- 
dred Medals. The style of Art exhibited in them, 
was in accordance with the Taste of the period, — 
it wants Simplicity. Landscapes and a variety of 
Emblems are crowded together in the back- 
grounds, for the purpose of giving a Picturesque 
eflTect, which is injurious, — the resources of the 
Art being limited in comparison with those of 
Painting. The remarks of Mr. Flaxman were 
considered by Mr. Wyon, as particularly appli- 
cable to his subject, where he says of the limited 
powers of Basso-relievo, '' that a tree or two, some 
rude stone, or a wall slightly marked in the back- 
ground, must indicate a Forest, a Mountain, or a 
Palace, without detailing a Portrait of their com- 
ponent parts," — 

Napoleon, Mr. Wyon observes, well understood 
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the Moral and Political influence of The Fine 
Arts, — ^his Series of One hundred and Sixty Medals 
is an evidence of the care and attention which he 
bestowed upon The Mint, and these imperishable 
Memorials will give ImmortaUty to his extraor- 
dinary career. They were executed under the 
direction of M. Denon, — on the Obverse of all of 
them, we have the fine Profile of Napoleon, and 
many of the Reverses are admirable works of Art. 
Some of the best are, however, servile copies of 
antient Medals. — See, Smyth's Catalogue, P. xvi.^ 

XXX., CXXIII. 

But THE Napoleon Medals are not always im- 
plicitly to be relied upon by the Historian, — ^as an 
instance, Bonaparte caused a Medal to be struck 
to commemorate his intended Invasion of England, 
— on the Obverse, as usual, is the head of the 
Emperor, crowned with laurel, — ^the Reverse repre- 
sents Hercules strangling a Marine Monster, round 
which is the Legend, '' Descente en Angleterre^ — 
and, in the Exergue, *' Frappie h Londres en 1 804." 
Happily for us, this boastful insolence was struck 
in ^anticipation only. This Medal was afterwards 
destroyed, — some few specimens, however, escaped, 
but they are excessively rare, — 

Under such high Auspices The Art is recom- 
mended to, and encouraged by The French Publick, 
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and Individuals begin to pride themselves on their 
MedaUick Taste^ and not unfrequently adopt this 
mode of giving permanence to matters interesting 
to their Feelings, — 

Austria, Russia, Prussia, and Sweden, have 
emulated France in this passion for Numismatic 
Records, — 

Mr. Wyon then adverts to the melancholy fact, 
that, in England, on the contrary, with the excep- 
tion of a few Coronation Medals, scarcely any have 
been struck by authority of The Government. But, 
notwithstanding this neglect, the enterprise of 
Individuals has produced many interesting Medals, 
which show the spirit of the times, in which they 
were executed. 

But I must refer the Reader for a more com- 
prehensive Report to The ATHENiEUM, where he 
will be anaply repaid by the perusal of the whole 
of that elegant Lecture, — only first requesting per- 
mission to advert to a Princely act of Our Most 
Excellent Sovereign, King William the Fourth, 
who, — ever feeling the deepest interest in the 
Naval Glory of England, — and hearing of the sale 
of the large Oval Medal, struck in Gold, that was 
presented to Admiral Blake, after the terrible En- 
gagement with Van Tromp, in 1653, — ^purchased 
it at a largd price, and it now honourably reposes 
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in The Royal Collection. How immeasurably dis- 
tant is this Gracious respect to the Memory ^' of a 
man so famed for his bravery, and so spotless in 
his integrity,** to the barbarous and disgusting 
treatment, which his Body experienced the year 
after The Restoration// — See, The Medallic His- 
TORT OF England, p. 66. plate xxiii. 

The year 1835 was resplendent in the happy 
triumph for the lovers of Native talent over the 
sticklers for the superiority of the Continental 
Nations. 

The Portuguese Government wishing in the 
Autumn of that year to improve the Coinage of 
their Country, applied to the British Government 
to allow The Chief Engbaver of The English 
Mint to proceed to Lisboh, for the purpose of 
making a Model of Her Most FaithftQ Majesty^ 
Donna Maria, as an Obverse for the new Coinage 
of The Portuguese Realm. 

The consent of The British Government being 
obtained, and his Medical advisers being of opinion 
that his health might be improved by a Sea- 
voyage, Mr. Wyon embarked on the 22d. of Sep- 
tember, and, after a very tempestuous voyage, 
arrived in safety at Lisbon. 

His stay in that Capital appears to have been 
satisfactory in the highest degree. The model of 
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Her Majesty was esteemed to be a most happy 
Likeness^ — and the Youthful Queen was so well 
pleased^ that she graciously commanded Mr. Wyon 
to execute a large Medal from it^ to be used in the 
intended Coinage. 

After an agreeable Residence of six Weeks in 
the City of Lisbon^ Mr. Wyon requested the per- 
mission of Her Majesty to return to England, 
which being graciously complied with, — om* Artist, 
in the month of November, stepped again upon 
his Native soil, to the great joy of his Family, and 
amidst the congratulations of his Friends, for the 
consummate manner in which he had upholden 
the Taste, Talent, and Dignity of the unshackled 
Genius of a Briton, — And he now reaps a proud 
reward in the new Series of Coins, which he has 
engraved for the Portuguese Dominions. 

Having thus established a Reputation, far more 
valuable in the estimation of honourable and well 
conditioned minds, than the acquisition of the 
most unbounded Wealth could have bestowed, — 
He now directed his active mind to the task of 
re-engraving the Half Sovereign, to increase it*s 
8ize,-r-to lettering Colonial dies, — and to other 
Publick duties. 

As this Memoir dates it's origin in the year 
1836, an opportunity is here allowed to me of 
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addressing myself to the present Master of The 
Mint, — which I may do with the greater sincerity, 
and without imputation of animosity, as I have 
not the honour to be known personally, and pro- 
bably not even by name, to that Gentleman, — 
but I now publickly declare to him, — and which 
I do from actual knowledge of the fact, — that it 
behoves him to look well and instantly to the re- 
moval of The Dies! from Mr. Wyon's 'private 
Residence! — which he has been obliged of ne- 
cessity to convert into an Office, from having been 
deprived of his legitimate Apartments, — and thereby 
hazarding the Security of the Dies to the serious 
apprehension and injury of the Publick Service, as 
they are now scattered over various parts of his 
Dwelling. To this evil may also be added, the 
possibility, and even the probability of some one 
of the Dies being abstracted by the dishonesty of 
a domestick Servant, — for, if any one of the Dies 
for the Sovereign were stolen, and found it's way 
into the hands of a Counterfeiter, he could make 
Coins so like to those in circulation, as to escape 
detection, and consequently defraud The Publick 
to an alarming ^extent, — independently of the 
Human Blood, that might be required to be spilt 
in consequence of the transaction alluded to, and 
of the unguarded state of things arising from it. 
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Yet all this mischief might be avoided by having 
an Office so provided, as heretofore, that no one 
could have access to it, but those who are actually 
engaged in the duties of The Metallick Depart- 
ment. 

I must, however, here mention, that The 
Master has enquired, how it happened, that such a 
perilous System should so long have continued, — 
and he was assured, that every Master had con- 
curred in the necessity of an Alteration being 
made, on the urgent representations of The Clerk 
of The Irons, and of The Chief Engraver. 

Still nothing has been done ! ! ! 

It is to be hoped, however, that this Insecurity to 
the Nation, may possibly now attract the attention 
due to it, — and a publick Calamity be prevented, 
which is based upon Injustice. 

But I feel that I now tread upon tender 
ground, — ^though I may be permitted to observe, 
that Mr. Wyon*s mind and leisure are ever de- 
voted to the honour of his Profession, and the 
Glory of his Country, — and that, in whatever he 
is engaged, his most anxious desire is ever to 
be on Principle correct, — a laudable Solicitude, 
which can only be justly estimated by those, 
who are in familiar intercourse or correspondence 
with him. 
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It is not, however, to the Perfection of Art only, 
that the consequences arising from Mr. Wton's 
exertions are to be confined. We may now hail 
with sincere delight the lofty eminence upon which 
British Genius is established, and the proud ad- 
mission of the most competent judges in fovour 
of Native talent, against the presumptuous intru- 
sion of Foreigners in ftiture. Indeed, if the hitherto 
tardy encouragement of Government could be in- 
duced to keep any pace with the progress of our 
own expert Artists, the most beautiful effects of 
Taste and Skill united might ever be commanded. 

But whatever tends to improve, or to adorn 
life, will hardly fail in one way or other to obtain 
it's due share of reputation and reward. And 
it is gratifying to know, that there have not been 
wanting splendid Testimonies of Respect to Mr. 
Wyon from Learned Societies abroad, who have 
embraced with pleasure the opportunity to mark 
their sense of his Merit, by honourably enrolling 
his Name among their Members. 

On the 23d. of November, 1835, he was gra- 
tified with the receipt from The Ducal Academy 
of The Fine Arts at Parma of a Diploma, as 
" Consigliere Corrispondente con Voio^ — 

And, on the 26th. of March, 1836, he was 
further distinguished by being elected into The 
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Imperial and. Royal Academy of The Fine Arts 
at Vienna^ as an Honorary M ember,-^the Diploma 
being subscribed with a Name, renowned through- 
out Europe for his Wisdom and his Patriotism, 
Prince Metternich, aij ^^ Curateur de VAcad4me^ 
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WORKS. 



I NOW proceed to enumerate, and to describe 
the several Coins and Medals, which have been 
executed by Mr. Wyon, to the end of the year 
1836. Numerous Seals have also been engraven 
by him, — but I shall only describe a few of them, 
as being fine specimens of Art, — ^though a com- 
prehensive List will be subjoined. 

At the same time I would b^ to observe, that 
there is great characteristick expression in Mr. 
Wyon*s Series of Coins of George the Fourth and 
of WiLLLiM the Fourth, — and in both, the work- 
manship is admirable. The truth with which every 
line and muscle is represented, and the softness 
with which all the parts melt into each other, leave 
nothmg to be desired, — and place the present 
Coinage of England immeasurably above that of 
any State in Europe. R. S., — ^i. e. Richard Sainthill, 
Esq., of Cork, — with whose el^ant descriptions 
these pages are so frequently enriched. 
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COINS OF ENGLAND. 



George the Third. 

Half Sovbreion. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of Gborgb the Third, — legend, " Gborgius 
III. Dei. GRATIA," — 1817. 

Reverse. — The Ensigns Armorial of The United Ejngdom, 
contained in a shield, — ^with the inscription, " Brit- 
ANNiARUM Rex Fid. Dbp.," — ^milled edge. 

This head of George the Third was engraved 
by Mr. Pistrucci from his own model, — And 
the Reverse was engraved by Mr. Wyon. 

The dates^ which appear on this t3rpe, are, — 
1817, 1818, 1819, and 1820. 
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Crown, — ^in sflver. 

In the Exhibition in Cork, in 1817, Mr. Wyon 
exhibited a Portrait of our Venerable Sovereign 
George the Third, from a Pattern, designed for 
a Crown. Why it was not adopted at The 
Mint, is to us perfectly astonishing, as there is 
not any thing of the Coinage of George the 
Third, which approaches it, either for dignity, 
ability, or general resemblance. It is executed in 
a kind of Mezzotinti, called, ^* Frost-WorkP of 
which we have no other specimens, than the 
Coins of Cromwell by the celebrated Simon, — 
with whom the Art was supposed by Collectors 
to have died, imtil Mr. Wyon convinced them 
by this Pattern, that even Simon might be sur- 
passed. — R. S. 

Mr. Thomas has a beautifal specimen of this 
Crown, in gold. 

See, " The Talisman,** p. 63. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of Gbobob the Third, laoreated, the neck 
draped, — ^beneath, 1817, and m minute letters, W. 
Wyon, — ^legend, " Gbobgius hi. D. G. Bbitan- 
NiABUM Rbx." 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms, upon a shield of a form similar to 
that on the Crown of Oliver Cromwbll, — ^inscrip- 
tion, " Incobrupta Fidbs Vbritabqub." 

See, pages 43-44. 
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There is also another Pattern for a Crown by 
Mr. Wyon, in Silver, in The British Museum. — 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of Gbobob the Third, — ^beneath, 1817, and 
m minute letters, W. Wyon, — ^legend, " Gborgius 
III. D. G. Brit ANNi ARUM Rsx F. D." 

Reverse. — Three female figures, representing England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, — ^inscription, " Fobdus Inviolabilb." 

This Pattern is fully described at pages 45-46. 



Trial Piece. 



A small Pattern, engraved the size of a Guinea, 
and sent in to The Mint as a Trial Piece, in 
competition for the office of Second Engraver. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of His Majesty George the Third, laureated, 
— legend, " Gborgius hi. Dei gratia." 

See^ page 42. 

Several specimens of this design were struck 
in different kinds of Metals, on the Obverse and 
Reverse, and the Rim, as Patterns, — And a 
Reverse was afterwards added, which is the same 
as The Commemoration Medal, on the Entry of 
George the Third into the Fifty-Eighth year of 
his reign,— hereafter described. 
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Gold Stamped Ingot. 

Obverse. — In an indented circle of one inch and four tenths 
diameter are the letters G. R., — and above them. 
The Royal Crown, — nearly at the bottom of the 
Ingot is a small letter B., and under this letter a 
number 94. 

Reverse. — ^About one-third from the bottom of The Ingot is 
stamped in figures, the weight of the Ingot 60. 4. 15. 
denominating Sixty ounces, four pennyweights, and 
fifteen grains Standard Gold. 

The length of the Ingot is 3i%in. 

breadth 2 

depth Ofo 

It's value at The Mint Price is £234. 10^. 5c?. 

There were stamped at The Mint 2028 of these 
Ingots, — thirteen only of which were issued to 
the Publick, as objects of curiosity, — ^three of 
them at 84^. per ounce, — three at 79^. Gd. 
per ounce, — and seven at 77^. \0\d. per ounce. 
Twelve of them, after some time, were re-melted 
and sold to The Bank at considerable loss to 
the Parties, — ^thus leaving one Ingot only, which 
is now in the Collection of The Bank of England, 
— and from which this description is given. 

It will be in the recollection of many persons, 
that this experiment originated in a Plan of the 
late David Ricardo, Esq., for the payment of 
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Bank Notes in Gold Bars^ — ^and upon which a 
Legislative measure was enacted, by the SP*" Geo. iii. 
cap. 49., — directing, at what rate per ounce, the 
Bank should pay in Standard Gold for Notes to 
an amount not less than the value, between the 
1st of February 1820, and the 21st of May 1822. 

There were many persons at the time, who 
considered this measure to be a wise and effica- 
cious one. — But it has been remarked, '' did not 
the adopting of fixed prices upon the Gold, either 
nullify the operation or make it mischievous ? for, 
if the price of Gold in the market was under the 
price so fixed, no person would purchase these 
Ingots, except as objects of curiosity, — on the 
other hand, had the price of Gold in the market 
reached a higher price than the one named in the 
Act, all persons would have run to The Bank for 
Gold, for the sake of profit, — and, imder these 
circumstances, would the 2028 Ingots have been 
sufficient for the demand ? — Our present Gold 
Standard is upon this principle, which is a just 
reason for some alteration, — ^A price is fixed for 
the purchase of Gold, say £3. 175. 9d. per ounce, 
in any quantity and at all times, — a price is like- 
wise fixed for the sale of Gold, say £3. 17^. lOJc?. 
per oimce, in any quantity and at all times, — ^now, 
under these circumstances, we shall never be able 
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to buy Gold at a less price than £3. 17^. 9d. per 
ounce, however plentiful the supply may be, — 
and we can never sell Gold for more than 
£3. 17*. lOjrf. per oimce, even if we are drained to 
the last oimce, — so that we lose both ways, and 
it often happens that we purchase Gold when not 
wanted, and are obliged to sell Gold when it is of 
the utmost importance to keep it. Whereas, if 
Silver was the Standard of value, and Gold was 
allowed to act as a Political Barometer by finding 
if s value in the Market, we should be released 
from this ruinous operation.** — ^W. D. Haggard. 

While upon this subject it may not be improper 
to notice, what has ftuther been observed by 
another Writer, — '* Silver is the Standard in every 
other Coimtry in the World, — what infatuation 
then to adopt a Gold one here, thus cramping our 
Commerce and placing the whole Country in con- 
tinual jeopardy. That our fears are not visionary 
on this subject, we will mention not less than 
Six different dangers to which we are exposed by 
the adoption of a Gold Standard, and we con- 
fidently appeal to Mr. Haggabd, at the head of 
The Bullion Office in The Bank of England, for 
the truth of oinr position. We know this Gentle- 
man only by reputation, — ^but that is no slight 
one, when we state that, had his suggestions been 
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followed, the Panick of 1825 would never have 
occurred, — He foresaw the forthcoming storm, and 
endeavoured, but in vain, to prevent it, — not by 
curtailing the Circulation, nor by a blind and 
ignorant adherence to a Gold Standard, but by a 
recommendation to prepare One and Two Pound 
Notes, and by the substitution of a Silver 
Standard, — ^had his advice be^n followed, and 
Mr. Alers Hanket's recommendations, — and we 
repeat it in justice to them, — ^the Panick of 1825 
would never have happened." — Agriculturist 
Newspaper, 1836. 
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COINS OF ENGLAND. 



^ George the Fourth. 



In preparing the New Series of Coin of King 
George the Fourth, Mr. Wyon was assisted by 
Mom. 1. B. Merlen, the Second Engraver, in 
engraving the Reverses of the Ensigns Armorial of 
The United Kingdom, — ^and also of those of His 
Majesty William the Fourth. 



Farthing, — in Copper. 

Obverse. — Portrait of George the Fourth, laureated, and draped 
at the neck, — ^legend, " Gborgius iiii. Dei gratia." 

Reverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, hebneted, and seated upon a 
rock, resting her right hand upon a shield, in which 
she holds an Olive branch, and, in her left, the Tri- 
dent, — at her feet is a Lion, — ^inscription, " Britan- 
niar. Rex Fid. Dep.,'* — ^in the Exergue, 1821. 

They were also struck in 1822. 
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FiVB Pound Pibcb, — ^in Gold. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of Gborgb the Fourth, — ^legend, ** Gbor- 
Gius iv. Dbi gratia, 1826." 

Reverse. — The Royal Arms, upon a square shield, richly mantled, 
— ^inscription, ** Britanniarum Rbx Fid. Dbf.,*' — 
Motto, round the edge, ** Dbcus bt Tutambn anno 

RBGNI SBPTIMO." 

This Coin was not laureated^ at the express 
command of His Majesty. 



DOUBLB SOVBRBIGN, ^iu Gold. 



Obverse. — Portrait of Gborgb the Fourth, — ^legend, " Gborgius 
IV. Dbi gratia, 1826." 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms, upon a square shield, richly mantled, 
— ^inscription, " Britanniarum Rbx Fid. Dbf.," — 
Motto, round the edge, " Dbcus bt Tutambn [anno 



RBGNI SBPTIMO." 



SOVBRBIGN. 

Obverse. — Portrait of Gborgb the Fourth, — ^legend, " Gbor- 
gius IV. Dbi gratia, 1826." 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms, contained in a square shield, gar- 
nished, — inscription, " Britanniarum Rbx Fid. 
Dbf.," — ^milled edge. 

The dates^ which appear on this type, are, — 
1825, 1826, 1827, 1829, 1830. 



H 
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Half Sovbrbion. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of Gborgb the Fourth,— legend, " Geor- 

Gius IV. Dei gratia, 1826." 
Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms, contamed m a square shield, gar- 

nislxed, — mscription, " Britanniarum Rex Fid. 

Dbf.,** — ^milled edge. 

The dates, which appear on this type, are, — 1826, 
1827, 1 828. 

Crown, — ^in Silver. 

Obverse. — Portrait of Gborob the Fourth, — ^legend, ** Geor- 
Gius IV. Dei gratia, 1826." 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms, mantled, — ^inscription, ** Britan- 
niarum Rex Fid. Dep.," — beneath, upon a scroll, 
" DiEU BT MoN Droit." — ^Motto, round the edge, 
** Deccts bt Tutambn anno regni septimo." 



In 1829, Mr. Wyon engraved original Dies for 
the English Crown Piece, with the view of adapt- 
ing them to the New Coining Press introduced 
from The Prussian Mint,— 

A, . * 

Obverse. — Portrait of George the Fourth, — ^legend, ** Georgius 
IV. Dei gratia, 1829." 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms, contained in a shield, encircled by 
the Collar of The Order of The Garter, mantled, — ^in- 
scription, " Britanniarum Rex Fid. Dbf.". 
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Half Crown. 



Obverse. — ^Portrait of Gborob the Fourth, — ^legend, " Gbor- 
01 ITS iv. Dbi gratia, 1^826." 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms, mantled, — ^inscription, ** Britan- 
NiARUM Rbx Fid. Dbf.," — ^beneath, upon a scroll, 
" DiBu BT MoN Droit," — ^milled edge. 

The dates^ which appear on this type, are, — 1825, 
1826, 1828, 1829. 

So few either feel, or take an interest in works 
of Art, that to call the attention to the present 
Coinage, may be deemed a very needless imder- 
taking, — many seeing no difference between one 
Coin and another, except in their relative value. 
There exists notwithstanding a great variety, both 
in design and workmanship, which will appear 
obvious enough, if pointed out. I shall, therefore, 
endeavour to show the great superiority of the 
present Coinage over that of the years 1821 and 
1823, — and, in doing so, I shall confine myself to 
The Half Crown Pieces of those years. 

Before entering upon any particulars, the eye 
will at once be struck by the agreeable proportion 
which the Head bears to the Circiunference, — 
the margin round it, is greater than usual, and 
we are not distracted by the Lettei-s being either 
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too large, or too close to the Head, — or pushed 
out of the way to make room, as heretofore. The 
relief and nature of it, next takes the atten- 
tion. In the present Half Crown it is unusually 
fleshy and round, — perhaps, the relief may be 
higher, but the effect which I speak of, is pro- 
duced more by an attention to the finish of the 
small parts, — and here I would direct your atten- 
tion particularly to the Eye and Eyebrow, the ful- 
ness under the Eye, and the folds in the Cheek 
and near the Mouth. The Throat too is beau- 
tifully defined, and united to the Head. But the 
Hair exceeds in taste all that has yet been done, — 
crisp, yet flowing in undulating graceful lines, — 
at the same time, ingeniously contrived, by lessen- 
ing the size of the curls towards the sides, to give 
the roundness to the Head, which I have alluded 
to. Even in the superb series of the Medals of 
the Popes, I remember nothing more naturally 
marked than this Head, or by any means so soft, 
— and certainly, not in the Coinage of the present 
or past reign is there any Head to compare with 
it. 

With respect to the Likeness, there may possibly 
be some difference, — ^it is certainly a favourable 
one, and many will say, it is too young and hand- 
some, and wants (though it possesses more than 
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any other Coin of George the Fourth) that 
Princely port so peculiar to most of the Royal 
Family, yet it must be admitted to be like His 
Majesty. And allow me to ask, on what Coin 
was ever yet shown that Smile of Affability, so 
much his own ? — Compare it with the constrained 
brow, and conventional dignity, which, by frowning, 
is intended to signify Grandeur, and defaces by 
caricature, every other Likeness of the King. I 
must again revert to the Taste of the Artist, who 
had the courage to deprive His Majesty of those 
eternal Laurels, which less meritorious Kings have 
wreathed time out of mind, and continue to have 
twined round their Metallick heads. 

While the Obverse is to be thus admired, for it's 
chaste, characteristick simplicity of style, — the Re- 
verse possesses great richness, to contrast with it. 
Nothing could have been better contrived, than 
the lettering in this place, — ^being close to the 
Arms, it contributes much to the fiilness of the 
effect, and mezzotinting those on the Motto, beau- 
tifully varies it, — while the ample scroll work, gives 
an air of importance to the whole. 

I know not how matters are managed at The 
Mint, nor how to explain the manifest improve- 
ment in the Coinage. But, as there has been a 
change in The Master of that place, we may 
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reasonably attribute it to him. Many will con- 
sider this subject unworthy of notice. However, 
in some circles, it is one of great interest and 
serious consideration, — for, while England had the 
worst Coinage in Europe, she was circulating 
every where, proofs of bad taste, worse skill, and 
slow progress in The Fine Arts. — William Willis. 



Shilling. 

Obverse. — Portrait of George the Fourth, — ^legend, " Gborgius 
IV. Dei gratia, 1826." 

Reverse. — The Royal Crown, surmounted by a Lion, — inscrip- 
tion, " Britanniarum Rex Fidbi Defensor," — 
beneath, the rose, thistle, and shamrock, united, — 
milled edge. 

The dates, which appear on this type, are, — 1825, 
1826,1827,1828, 1829. 



Sixpence. 

Obverse. — Portrait of George the Fourth, — ^legend, " Gbor- 
gius IV. Dei gratia, 1826." 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Crown, surmounted by a Lion, — inscription, 
"Britanniarum Rex Fidei Defensor," — ^beneath, 
the rose, thistle, and shainrock,united, — ^milled edge. 

The dates, which appear on this type, are, — 
182G, 1827, 1828, 1829. 
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It may not be unimportant to mention^ that the 
Half Crowns, Shillings, and Sixpences, of the years 
1827, 1828, and 1829, were sent to The Colonies 
generally, to supply their Currency, — ^where they 
were soon afterwards collected by the Merchants, 
and returned again to this Country, on account of 
their value in England being 10 per Cent, higher 
than in The Colonies. This fact strongly corro- 
borates the sound judgement of Mr. Haggard, who 
maintains, that '* the system of sending to The 
Colonies our Silver Coin, is worse than useless, — 
for, as it is ten per Cent, of more value in the 
Mother Country, it is sure to find it's way back, 
besides the injustice which it inflicts on those to 
whom it may be paid, — if they have any trade (we 
will say with China), and they pay for goods with 
the depreciated Coin, the Sellers will not take the 
Coin at it's nominal value, but for it's correspond- 
ing value with the Market Price of Silver. I 
should substitute, believing it would circulate 
better, a British Colonial Dollar, of the weight 
and fineness of the Spanish Dollar and it's £rac- 
tional parts, or one of Standard quality. This 
Dollar to be stamped with The King's head/* 
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Pbnnt, — in Copper. 

Obverse, — ^Portrait of George the Fourth, laureated, — legend, 
" Georgius iv. Dei gratia, 1826." 

Reverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, helmeted, and seated upon 
a rock, her right hand resting upon a shield, and 
holding in her left the Trident, — ^beneath, the rose, 
thistle, and shamrock, united, — ^inscription, " Brit- 
ANNiAR. Rex Fid. Def." 



Half Penny. 

Obverse. — Portrait of George the Fourth, laureated, — ^legend, 
** Georgius iv. Dei gratia, 1826." 

Reverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, helmeted, and seated upon 
a rock, her right hand resting upon a shield, and 
holding in her left the Trident, — beneath, the rose, 
thistle, and shamrock, united, — inscription, ** Brit- 
ANNiAR. Rex Fid. Def." 



Farthing. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of George the Fourth, laureated, — ^legend, 
** Georgius iv. Dei gratia, 1826." 

Reverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, helmeted, and seated upon 
a rock, her right hand resting upon a shield, and 
holding in her left the Trident, — ^beneath, the rose, 
thistle, and shamrock, united, — inscription, ** Brit- 
anniar. Rex Fid. Dbf." 
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We have to thank Mr. Wyon for rendering 
the Britannia on our Coins perfectly classical. 
On her introduction by Charles the Second, she 
was a stiff, inelegant object. Boulton's Coinage 
improved her Costume, — ^but the late Chief En- 
graver, Thomas Wyon, first ventured to make her 
gracefiil by resting her right hand on her knee, 
and employing the left, in holding the Trident. 
This appears on his Medal of The Emperor Alexan- 
der, struck at The Mint, when The Grand Duchess 
of Oldenburgh visited it in 1814, and was a great 
and bold step. Mr. Wyon copied it on the 
Coinage for The Ionun Coinage in 1819. On 
the Farthing of George the Fourth, in 1822, he 
produced his own Britannia, which was thought 
so beautiftil, that Flaxman placed the Coin in 
his Collection, ^' as a Gem." — But the Britannia 
on the Coinage of 1 826, by omitting the Lion at 
her feet and the Olive branch, — discarding most 
of the drapery on the left arm, and altering the 
position of it, and the Trident, — ^is now a figure of 
dignified simplicity and elegance, that will compete 
with any, on the Greek and Roman Series, — she 
is now truly, '* an Insular Queen.'' — R. S. 
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Pattern for a Crown. 

A Head of George the Fourth, crown size, 
unfinished when His Majesty died, is of singular 
beauty. It has a more serene dignity than any 
other Coin of this Monarch. It has also a greater 
breadth, and consequently the features are more 
fully defined, and with even greater dehcacy of 
detail. It is much to be lamented, that Mr. Wyon 
did not preserve the Die, for a Medal or Jetton. 



Pattbrn for a Penny. 



Obverse. — ^Portrait of Georoe the Fourth, laureated, and draped 
at the neck, — legend, " Geobgius iv. D. G. Rex." 

Reverse. — ^A figure of Britannia, seated upon a globe, — ^her right 
hand extended upon her knee, in which she holds an 
OHve branch, and in her left the Trident, which rests 
upon her shield, — ^inscription, ** Britannia." 

This Pattern was never used. 
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COINS OF ENGLAND. 



William the Fourth. 



FivB Pound Piece. 



It is much to be regretted that the reign of 
William the Fourth promises to interrupt the 
Series of Five Pound Pieces commenced by 
George the Third, which might be considered as 
a continioation of the Five Guinea Pieces struck 
by Charles the Second. 

Mr. Wyon has been very desirous to produce a 
Pattern worthy of his own Fame and that of this 
Great Nation, — and has devoted several months of 
his valuable time, to the designing and modelUng 
Reverses for such a Piece, some of which are very 
beautiful, classical, and national, — Why one of 
them has not been approved and executed, is not 
known, — ^but they appear to possess beauty, char- 
acter, and novelty. 
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Double Sovereign, — in Gold. 

Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — ^legend, " Gulibl- 
Mus nil. D. G. Britanniar. Rex F. D." 

Reverse. — The Ensigns Armorial of The United Kingdom, con- 
tained in a square shield, beneath which appears a 
portion of the Collar, with the Badge, of the Order 
of The Garter, mantled, and surmounted by The 
Royal Crown, — below, ** anno 1831." 



This Coin has not been issued to the Pubhck, — 
but there are Patterns in the possession of dif- 
ferent Collectors. 



Sovereign. 
Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, '* Gu- 

LIELMUS Illl. D. G. BrITANNIAR. RbX F. D." 

Reverse. — ^The Ensigns Armorial of The United Kingdom, con- 
tained in a square shield, garnished, — ^beneath, " anno 
1831,"— miUed edge. 

The dates^ which appear on this type, are,— 
1831, 1832, 1833, 1835, 1836. 



Half Sovereign. 



Obverse. — ^Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, " Gu- 
lielmus iiii. d. g. Britanniar. Rex F. D." 

Reverse. — ^The Ensigns Armorial of The United Kingdom, con- 
tained in a square shield, garnished, — beneath, " anno 
1831,"— milled edge. —Also, in 1834. 



COINS. 1 09 

The Half Sovereign was re-engraved, in 1835, 
in order to increase it*s size, — viz., 

Obverse.— Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, " Gu- 

LISLMUS IIII. D. O. BrITANNIAR. RbX F. D." 

Reverse. — ^The Ensigns Armorial of The United Kingdom, 
contained in a square shield, garnished, — beneath, 
"anno 1835," — ^milled edge. — Also, in 1836. 



Crown,— in Silver. 



Obverse. — ^Portrait of William the Fourth, from a model in 
bas-rehef of the King by Chantrby, — legend, 
" GuLiBLMUs iiii. D. o. Britanniar. Rbx F. D." 

Reverse. — The Ensigns Armorial of The United Kingdom, 
with the colours heraldically displayed, contained in 
a square shield, encircled by the Collar of the Order 
of The Garter, mantled, and surmounted by The 
Royal Crown, — ^beneath, " anno 1831." 

When this Crown Die was completed and sub- 
mitted to His Majesty, he commanded that no 
other Portrait, than copies of this Head, should 
be used during His reign. 

This Crown has not been issued to the Publick. 
A few Patterns of it, in Gold, are in the hands of 
Collectors. 
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Half Crown. 
Obverse. — ^Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, " Gu- 

LIBLMUS nil. D. O. BrITANNIAR. RbX F. D./' 

beneath the bust, w. w. 
Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms, with the Badge and part of The 
Collar of The Order of The Garter pendent, and 
richly mantled, — ^beneath, ** anno 1831." 

The Portrait of William the Fourth was re- 
engraved in 1833^ for the Coins issued in that and 
subsequent years, viz., 1834, 1835, 1836, — ^milled 
edge. 



Shilling. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, ** Gu- 
lielmus iiii. d. o. Britanniar. Rbx F. D." 

Reverse. — ^The words ** One Shilling" in the centre of the 
piece, surmounted by The Royal Crown, and encir- 
cled with a branch of OHve and one of Oak, united 
at the base, — ^beneath, " 1831," — ^milled edge. 

This is the first instance in the English Series, 
in which the Denomination has been substituted 
for a Type. The dates, which appear on this type, 
are,— 1831, 1834, 1835, and 1836. 
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Sixpence. 

Obverse and Reverse. — ^The Sixpence is precisely similar to the 
Shilling, except in the substitution of the words 
" Six Pence," for ** One Shilling/' — beneath, 
" 1831,"— miUed edge. 

The dates, which appear on this type, are, — 
1831, 1834, 1835, and 1836. 



Groat. 
Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — ^legend, " Gu- 

LIBLMUS IIII. D. O. BrITANNIAR. RbX F. D." 

Reverse. — The figure of Britannia, helmeted, and seated upon 
a rock, her right hand resting upon a shield, and 
holding in her left the Trident, — on the left side, 
the word " Four," and on the right ** Pence," — 
beneath, ** 1836,"— milled edge. 

There is a Pattern Groat, with the same Ob- 
verse, as the preceding, — and differing only in 
the Reverse, by substituting the figure 4 and the 
letter P., for the words " Four Pence," — beneath, 
'' 1836." 



Penny, — in Copper. 



Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, ** Gu- 

LiELMus IIII. Dbi gratia," — ^beneath, ** 1831." 
Reverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, helmeted, and seated upon 
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a rock, resting her right hand upon a shield, and 
holding the Trident in her left, — around is inscribed, 
" Britanniar. Rbx Fid. Dbf.," — in the Exergue, 
the rose, thistle, and shamrock, miited. 



Half Penny. 

Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, " Gu- 

LiELMUs iiii. Dbi gratia," — ^beneath, ** 1831." 
Reverse. — ^The same, as that of the Penny. 



Farthing. 

Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, " Gu- 

LIELMUS nil. Dei gratia," — ^beneath, ** 1831." 
Reverse. — ^The same, as that of the Penny. 
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MAUNDY MONEY. 



Maundy Thursday is the day preceding Good 
Friday, and may be considered " The Poor Peo- 
ple's Thursday,** — ^as the Bounty of our Sovereigns 
to the Poor is distributed on that Thursday in 
Lent, — ^bemg a Season, when they are supposed 
to have lived in great abstinence. 

Edward the Third, in the year 1363, is said to 
have been the first English Monarch, who intro- 
duced into this Kingdom, the practice of feeding, 
clothing, and distributing money to indigent per- 
sons on Maundy Thursday, — and many successive 
Sovereigns used also, in order to show their Hu- 
mility, to wash the feet of those who were selected 
as the proper objects of their beneficence. James 
the Second was the last King, who performed that 
Ceremony in person. 

In England, the custom of bestowing provisions, 
clothes, and money, has continued without inter- 
mission to the present time, — and, annually on 
this day. The Lord High Almoner, or, in his 

I 
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absence. The Sub-Almoner, attends for that pur- 
pose at The Royal Chapel, Whitehall, — when, 
during the performance of Divine Service, with 
appropriate Anthems, as many poor Men, and as 
many poor Women, as the Monarch has attained 
years of age, receive The Royal Bounty, — in The 
Morning, Provisions, consisting of beef, salmon, 
cod-fish, and herrings, to each of them a loaf to 
the Meat, and four loaves to each wooden bowl 
of fish, and a cup of ale, in a cup of a peculiar 
construction, — in The Afternoon, the Women 
receive j£l. 15*. each, in lieu of clothing, and the 
men, woollen cloth, linen cloth, shoes, and stock- 
ings, — and, lastly, each of the recipients have a 
wooden bowl of Wine, to drink the Sovereign's 
health, retaining the bowl, for a memorial, — toge- 
ther with a red bag, containing a Sovereign, — 
and a white bag, containing as many one penny, 
two penny, three penny, and four penny pieces of 
Silver, as make together a total in Pence, equal 
to the number of years of age of the reigning 
Monarch. 



Four Penny Piece. 



Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — inscription, " Gu- 

LIELMUS IIII. D. O. BrITANNIAR. RbX F. D." 



COINS. 
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Reverse. — ^The figure 4, — above, the Crown, — in the field, 
1331^ — ^the whole between two branches of Oak, 
united at the base, — ^plain edge. 

The date is varied in every year. 



Three Penny Piece. 



Obverse. — The same, as the Four Penny Piece. 

Reverse. — The fig^ure 3, — above, the Crown, — in the field, 

1831, — the whole between two branches of Oak, 

united at the base. 



Two Penny Piece. 



Obverse. — ^The same, as the Four Penny Piece. 

Reverse. — The figure 2, — above, the Crown, — in the field, 

1831, — the whole between two branches of Oak, 

united at the base. 



Penny Piece. 

Obverse. — ^The same, as the Four Penny Piece. 

Reverse. — ^The figure 1, — above, the Crown, — in the field, 

1831, — the whole between two branches of Oak, 

united at the base. 
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COINS OF IRELAND. 



Penny, — in Copper. 



Obverse. — Portrait of Gborgb the Fourth, laureated, and draped, 
— ^legend, " Georgius iv. d. g. Rex." 

Reverse. — ^The Harp, surmounted by The Royal Crown, — ^with 
the word, ** Hibbrnia.,'* — ^beneath, 1822. 



Half Pennt. 



Obverse, and Reverse. — ^The same, as those of the Penny. 



These Coins were also struck in 1823, 



Farthing. 
Obverse, and Reverse. — ^The same, as those of the Penny. 

The Dies were prepared, but no pieces were 
struck of this Coin, 
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COINS FOR THE EAST INDIES. 



Pice Piece, — in Copper. 

Obverse. — The Arms of The East India Company, — motto, 

" Ausp. Regis & Sen. Anglic." 
Reverse. — ^A Persian inscription, surmounted by a figure of the 

denomination, — ^between two Palm branches. 



Half Pice Piece. 



Obverse, and Reverse. — ^The same, as those of the Pice Piece,- 
with a figure of the denomination. 



Quarter Pice Piece. 



Obverse, and Reverse. — ^The same, as those of the Pice Piece,- 
with a figure of the denomination. 
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COINS FOR THE EAST INDIES. 



The Island of Ceylon. 

Rix Dollar, — ^in Silver. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of Gborge the Fourth, by Pistrucci. — 

legend, " Gborgius iiii. D. G. Britanniar. Rbx 

F. D." 
Reverse. — ^The figure of an Elephant, with a wreath of Oak, — 

and above, the words, " Cetlon One Rix Dollar.," 

— date, 1821. 

The Reverse was engraved by Mr. Wyon. 



Half Farthing, — in Copper. 



Obverse. — Portrait of George the Fourth, laureated, — legend, 
" Georgius IV. Dei gratia, 1828." 

Reverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, helmeted, and seated upon a 
rock, her right hand resting upon a shield, and hold- 
ing in her left the Trident,— rinscription, " Britan- 
niar. Rbx Fid. Dbp.," — ^in the Exergue, the rose, 
thistle, and shamrock, united. 
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COINS FOR THE EAST INDIES. 



The Island of Mauritius. 

Half Dollar, — in Silver. 

Obverse. — The Imperial Arms, in a garnished shield, three of 
the ornaments of which have each W. W. P. incuse, 
(the initials of William Wellbslet Pole, then 
Master of the Mint), — ^legend, ** Gborgius iv. D. G. 
Britanniarum Rex F. D.'' 

Reverse. — ^An Anchor, between the figures ii-ii., surmounted 
by The Royal Crown, — inscription, *' Coloniar. 
Brit AN. Monet. 1822," — milled edge. 



Quarter Dollar, — in Silver. 



Obverse. — ^The Imperial Arms, in a garnished shield, — ^legend, 
" Georgius IV. D. G. Britanniarum Rex F. D." 

Reverse. — ^An Anchor, between the figures iv-iv., surmounted by 
The Royal Crown, — inscription, ** Coloniar. Britan. 
Monet. 1820." 
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Onb Eighth op a Dollar, — in Silver. 
Obverse. — ^The Imperial Arms, in a garnished sliield, — legend, 

*' Georgius IV. D. G. Britanniarum Rex F. D." 
Reverse. — ^An Anchor, between the figures viii-viii., surmounted 

by The Royal Crown, — inscription, ** Coloniar. 

Brit AN. Monet. 1820." 



One Sixteenth op a Dollar, — in Silver.. 

Obverse. — The Imperial Arms, in a garnished shield, — ^legend, 
'* Georgius iv. D. G. Britanniarum Rex F. D." 

Reverse. — ^An Anchor, between the figures xvi-xvi., sur- 
mounted by The Royal Crown, — inscription, " Colo- 
niar. Britan. Monet. 1820." 

The —,, 1^., and -j^. of a Dollar were also struck 
in 1 822., — ^in which year the Half Dollar was first 
issued. 
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COLONIAL COINS. 



The United States of The Ionian Islands. 

Penny, — in Copper. 

Obverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, seated upon a globe, — ^her right 
hand, resting upon her knee, holds an Olive branch, 
and her left the Trident, — ^her shield leans against the 
globe, — ^legend, " Britannia,"— on the ground near 
the globe, W. Wyon. 

Reverse.— The Lion of St. Mark,— inscription, " lONIKON 
KPATOS. 1819." 



Half Penny. 

Obverse, and Reverse. — ^The same as the Penny, — ^but with the 
letter W. only. 

Another, 

Obverse and Reverse. — ^The same, as the Penny, — with the 
letters W. W. in the Exergue. 



Farthing, — in Copper. 



Obverse, and Reverse. — ^The same, as the Penny,— except that 
the letters W. W. are incuse, — dates, 1819 and 1820. 
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""^ Onb Tenth op a Penny, — in Copper. 

Obverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, helmeted, and seated, her 
right hand resting upon the shield behind her, and her 
left supporting the Trident which rests upon her knee, 
— ^legend, ** Britannia." 

Revcnii. — ^The same, as the Penny,— date, 1834. 



30 Cent Piece, — in Silver. 



Obverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, helmeted, and seated, heT 
right hand resting upon the shield behind her, and 
her left supporting the Trident which rests upon her 
knee, — ^legend, " Britannia." 

Reverse. — The figures 30. in the centre of the piece, — between 
two branches of Oak, united at the base, — inscrip- 
tion, "lONIKON KPATOS. 1834." 
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COLONIAL COINS. 



The Island of Malta. 

Penny, — in Copper. 

Obverse. — Portrait of Gborgb the Fourth, laureated, — ^legend, 
" Gboroius IV. D. G. Rbx." 

Reverse. — The figure of Britannia, seated upon a globe, her 
right hand resting on her knee, holds an Olive branch, 
and her left, the Trident, — ^her shield leans against 
the globe, — inscription, " Britannia," — on the 
ground, W. Wyon. 



Onb Third op a Farthing, — in Copper. 

Obverse. — Portrait of Gborgb the Fourth, laureated, — ^legend, 
" Gboroius iv. Dei gratia, 1827." 

Reverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, helmeted, and seated upon 
a rock, her right hand resting upon a shield, and 
holding in her left the Trident, — inscription, ** Brit- 
ANNiAR. Rex Fid. Dbp.," — ^beneath, the rose, thistle, 
and shamrock, united. 
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Onb Tenth op a Penny, — in Copper. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of William the Fourth, — ^legend, "Gulibl- 
Mus nil. Dei gratia," — ^beneath the bust, " 1835." 

Reverse. — ^The figure of Britannia, hehneted, and seated, her 
right hand resting upon a shield, and holding in her 
left the Trident, — ^beneath, the rose, thistle, and 
shamrock, united, — inscription, '* Britanniar. Rex 
Fid. Dbp." 
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COLONIAL COINS. 



The West Indies. 

Quarter Dollar, — in Silver. 

Obverse. — ^The Imperial Arms, in a garnished shield, — ^legend, 
" Gborgius IV. D. G. Britanniarum Rbx F. D." 

Reverse. — ^An Anchor, between the figures iv-iv., surmounted 
by The Royal Crown, — inscription, *' Coloniar. 
Britan. Monet. 1822." 



One Eighth op a Dollar, — in Silver. 

Obverse. — ^The Imperial Arms, in a garnished shield, — ^legend, 
" Georgius IV. D. G. Britanniarum Rbx F. D." 

Reverse. — ^An Anchor, between the figures viii-viii., surmounted 
by The Royal Crown, — inscription, " Coloniar. Brit- 
an. MoNBT. 1822." 



One Sixteenth op a Dollar, — in Silver. 

Obverse. — ^The Imperial Arms, in a garnished shield, — ^legend, 
'' Georgius iv. D. G. Britanniarum Rex F. D." 

Reverse. — ^An Anchor, between the figures xvi-xvi., surmounted 
by The Royal Crown, — inscription, " Coloniar. 
Britan. Monet. 1822." 
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Onb Fiftieth Part of a Dollar, — ^in Copper. 

Obverse. — Portrait of Georob the Fourth, laureated, and the 

shoulders draped, — ^legend, " Gbor. iv. D. G. Bri. 

Rex.'' 
Reverse. — ^The figures " -j^ Dollar," in the centre of the piece, — 

within two branches of Oak, united at the base, — 

inscription, " Colonial. 1823." 

This Pattern was never used. 



Onb Hundredth part of a Dollar, — ^in Copper. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of George the Fourth, laureated, and the 
shoulders draped, — ^legend, "Geor. iv. D. G. Bri. 
Rex." 

Reverse. — The figures " -^iir Dollar," in the centre of the 
piece, — ^within two branches of Oak, united at the 
base, — ^inscription, " Colonial. 1823." 

This Pattern was never used. 
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COLONIAL COINS. 



The Island of Jamaica. 

Three Half Penny Piece. 

Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — ^legend, ** Guliel- 
Mus nil. D. G. Britanniar. Rex F. D." 

Reverse. — ^The figures " 1 J," in the centre of the piece, — beneath, 
1834, — surmounted by The Royal Crown, within two 
branches of Oak, united at the base, — ^plain edge. 
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COLONIAL COINS. 



British Guiana. 

Onb Guilder, — ^in Silver. 

Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, *' Gu- 
LiBLMUs iiii. D. G. Britanniar. Rbx F. D.," — 
beneath the shoulder of the bust, W. W. 

Reverse. — ^The denomination of the Coin, " One Guildbr," — 
surmounted by The Royal Crown, — between two 
branches of Oak, united at the base, — inscription, 
" British Guiana," 1 836, — ^milled edge. 



Half Guilder. 



Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the One Guilder. 
Reverse. — ^The same, with the substitution of '* J Guilder," 
for the denomination of the Coin, — date, 1836. 



Quarter Guilder. 



Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the One Guilder. 
Reverse. — ^The same, with the substitution of ** 4 Guilder," 
for the denomination of the Coin,— date, 1836. 



COINS. 1 29 

One Eighth Guilder. 

Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the One Guilder. 
Reverse. — ^The same» with the substitution of "-^ Guildbb/* 
for the denomination of the Coin, — date, 1836. 
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COLONIAL COINS. 



Demerara and Essequibo. 

Three Guilder Piece, — in Silver. 

Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fourth, — legend, " Gu- 
lielmus iiii. D. G. Britanniar. Rex F. D.," — 
beneath, W. W. 

Reverse. — ^The figure 3, the denomination of the Coin, 3 Guil- 
ders, — surmounted by The Royal Crown, and encircled 
with two branches of Oak, — inscription, " United 
Colony of Demerart & Essequibo, 1832." 



Two Guilder Piece. 



Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the Three Guilder Piece. 
Reverse. — ^The same, with the substitution of the figure 2, for 

the denomination of the Coin, — and the letters W.W. 

beneath the bust, — date, 1832. 



One Guilder Piece. 



Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the Three Guilder Piece, — 
beneath the shoulder of the bust, W. W. 

Reverse. — ^The same, with the substitution of the figure 1, for 
the denomination of the Coin, — date, 1832. 
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Half Guildkr. 

Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the Three Guilder Piece. No 
initials. 

Reverse. — ^The same, with the substitution of " J," for the de- 
nomination of the Coin,— date, 1832. 



Quarter Guilder. 

Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the Three Guilder Piece. No 
initials. 

Reverse. — ^The same, with the substitution of " J," for the de- 
nomination of the Coin, — date, 1833. 



One Eighth Guilder. 



Obverse. — The same, as that of the Three Guilder Piece. No 
initials. 

Reverse. — ^The same, with the substitution of " ^/* for the de- 
nomination of the Coin, — date, 1832. 

The Obverse of these Coins was engraven by 
William Wyon, — and the Reverses, by the late 
Thomas Wyon, Jun., — with the exception of the 
One Eighth Guilder, which was wholly engraven 
by William Wyon. 



i 
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THE KINGDOM OF PORTUGAL. 



Crusado, — in Silver. 

Obverse. — The Royal Arms of Portugal, on the left side of which 
are the figures 400., and on the right, 1834., — ^legend, 
** Marta it. D. G. Portug. bt Alg. Rbgina." 

Reverse. — A Cross Pat^e, with four Roses in the angles, — in- 
scription. " In hoc signo vinces,'* — ^milled edge. 



5000 Rkis,— in Gold. 



Obverse. — Portrait of Her Majesty, — ^legend, " Maria ii. Por- 
tug. BT Algarb. Rbgina, 1836." 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms of Portugal, — ^beneath, ** 5000 
Rbis." 



2500 Rbis,— in Gold. 



Obverse, and Reverse. — ^The same, — ^beneath, " 2500 Reis,"- 
date, 1836. 



1000 Rbis,— in Silver. 



Obverse, and Reverse. — ^The same, — ^beneath, ** 1000 Rbis,"- 
date, 1836. 
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500 Rbis, — in Silver. 

Obverse, and Reverse. — The same, — beneath, " 500 Rbis," 
date, 1836. 



200 Rbis, — in Silver. 



Obverse. — Portrait of Her Majesty, — ^legend, ** Maria ii. Pob- 

TUG. BT Aloarb. Regina, 1836." 
Reverse. — ^The figures ** 200 Rbis," in the centre of the piece, 

— ^between two branches of Laurel, united at the base. 



100 Rbis, — in Silver. 



Obverse. — ^The same, as the preceding, — date, 1836. 
Reverse. — The figures " 100 Reis," in the centre of the piece, — 
between two branches of Laurel, united at the base. 

The beautiful portrait of Her Majesty on these 
Coins was modelled from Nature by Mr. Wyon, — 
and it is universally admired for it's correct Like- 
ness. 
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THE REPUBLICK OF MEXICO. 



Doubloon, — in Grold. 

Obverse. — ^An Eagle, with unfolded wings, strangling a serpent, 
and resting with one foot upon the Cactus or Cochi- 
neal Plant, — legend, " Rbpublica Mexican a," — 
beneath, two branches of Oak and Laurel, united at 
the base. 

Reverse.— An extended arm, supporting a Cap of Liberty over 
an open book, — inscription, " La Libbrtad bn la 
Lby. 8 E. Go. 1826. W. W. 21. Q-." 



Dollar, — in Silver. 



Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the Doubloon. 

Reverse. — ^A Cap of -Liberty, with the word " Libbrtad" upon 
it, and encircled with rays of light, — ^inscription, 
" 8 R. Go. 1827. W. W. 10 D«. 20 G«." 

These Coins were copied from their own old 
designs, — ^but the Dies were not used, and have 
been ^scqit to Mexico. 
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MEDALS. 



Modern Coins, in which Genius, it has been 
observed, is the slave of Mechanism, afford so Kttle 
scope for the exertion of an Artist's ■ abilities, com- 
pared with Medals, — ^that it is in these latter, we 
must look for the highest evidences of Mr. Wyon^s 
skill. 

In the elegant knowledge of Medals, Mr. Addi- 
son esteems the Portraits which are to be found 
upon them, as one of the chief sources of Pleasure 
and Amusement to be derived from their inspec- 
tion, and places it first in his enumeration of their 
Attractions. Whilst Mr. Pinkerton appears to 
think the beauty of design and workmanship which 
may be observed in antient Medals, more deserving 
of the first rank, although he assigns an honourable 
distinction to the other. Some persons, however, 
are rather inclined to adopt the opinion of Mr. 
Addison, since a love for Portraits of Illustrious 
Characters is so natural and so general, that it 
may be considered to be the first object which we 
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seek to gratify in the contemplation of The Fine 
Arts. 

And, yet, it may not be improper, perhaps, here 
to observe, that the Engraver to the first Mone- 
tary Establishment of the richest Nation on the 
Globe, is paid less for maintaining the credit and 
honour of this great Kingdom in the important 
Department of it's Coinage, than a brother Artist 
actually pays in wages to his Foreman. Is it not 
highly derogatory to the station which Mr. Wyon 
holds, that he should be compelled to employ his 
talents in Private Works, to enable him to support 
his Family in respectability? — hence the number 
and variety of his Medals ! — But is it not the duty 
and interest of England to give him such remu- 
neration, as should enable him to devote his entire 
attention to the improvement of our Coins and 
Medals, by designing, modelling, and engraving 
Patterns for them ? 
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CORONATIONS. 



Coronation Medal, 

Of King William the Fourth. 

Obverse. — Portrait of His Majesty William the Fourth, — 
legend, " William the Fourth, crowned Sep. 8, 
1831.," — beneath, in minute letters, W. Wyon s. 

Reverse. — ^Portrait of Her Majesty, — ^legend, " Adelaide Queen 
Consort, crowned Sep. 8, 1831.,'* — ^beneath, in 
minute letters, W. Wyon s. 

Perhaps, there is no Medal in the Series that 
does the Artist so much credit as this one of the 
Coronation, — and the short space of time in it's 
execution is probably without a Parallel. The 
Model was finished by Mr. Chantrey at Windsor, 
on the 8th of August, and received by Mr. Wyon 
on the 11th., — on the 20th. the Die was har- 
dened, — and, on the 25th. of the same month, it 
was completed, — and yet there is no appearance 
of haste or want of beauty in it's finish. 

This Medal was struck in gold, silver, and 
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bronze by order of The Government, — and dis- 
tributed among the Peers, and Commoners, — and 
also thrown among the joyful Multitude in West- 
minster Abbey, during the august Ceremony of 
the Coronation. 

See, pages 58-69. 

A fine engraving on wood of this Coronation 
Medal appeared in The AxHENiEUM, for September, 
1831, JO. 585. 

Coronation Medal, 

Of King William the Fourth, — in Bronze. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of His Majesty William the Fourth, — 
legend, '' Gulielmus iiii. D. G. Britanniar. Rex 
F. D.," — ^beneath, in minute letters, W. Wyon, 
A. R. A., Mint. 

Reverse. — ^The Siin dispersing the Clouds, and in the rays of light 
are the words, ** Crowned Sep. viii. m.dcccxxxi.," — 
beneath, a Naval Crown, out of which inclines on 
one side the Trident, richly ornamented, — and, on 
the other, a branch of Oak, — ^Motto, ** Collectasqub 
fugat nubes solemque reducit.,'* — in the Exergue, 
** Rundell, Bridge and Co.'* 
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CLUBS. 



DuDLBY Pitt Club. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of the eminent Statesman Mr. Pitt, with 
sHght drapery over the shoulders, — legend, ** R** 
Hon^i«- William Pitt. — Dudlby Pitt Club. 1813." 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Oak and Cypress, — inscription, '* Hb 
8Av*D HIS Country." 



Warrington Pitt Club. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of William Pitt, hair rather flowing, neck 
long and bare,— on a scroll, which occupies nearly 
two-thirds of the circle, is inscribed, "The Pilot 
that wbathbr'd the Storm," — beneath, " Born 
XXVIII. May. mdcclix.," — in minute letters under 
the bust, " P. Wyon." 

Reverse .^Roimd the top of the Medal is inscribed, ** Warring- 
ton," — in the centre, " Pitt Club," in black letters, 
— and at the bottom, mdcccxiv. 
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Wolverhampton Pitt Club. 

Obverse. — A Portrait of William Pitt, — ^legend, ** R** Hon^^e. 
William Pitt, Wolverhampton Pitt Club, 1813." 
— beneath, in minute letters, P. Wyon s. 

Reverse. — A figure of Mr. Pitt, seated upon a rock in the midst 
of a tempestuous Sea, holding in his right hand a 
Rudder, his left hand resting upon a part of the rock, 
— in the distance, a Ship coming safely into Port,— on 
the left side, " E. Bird, r. a. des," — and, on the 
right, ** Wyon s. Birm.** 

The idea appears to allude to the words of the 
celebrated Song, 

** The Pilot that weather'd the Storm." 

This Medal, although unequal to the later pro- 
ductions of the Artist, possesses nevertheless much 
merit, when his Youth is considered, being then 
only 19. The design for the Reverse was made by 
E. Bird, Esq., R. A. — The name of P. Wyon is 
upon this Medal, as also on that of the preceding, 
but they were really executed by William Wyon. 
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PORTRAITS. 



King William thb Fourth. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of His Majesty William the Fourth, 
from a bas-relief modelled by Chantrey, — ^legend, 
** Guilelmo nil. D. G. Britanniar. Regi F. D.," — 
beneath, Chantrey d, — ^W. Wyon «., Mint. 

Reverse. — In the centre of the Medal, ** Adelaide Regina 
cuDi jussiT, MDCccxxx.," — surmounted by The Im- 
perial Crown, — beneath, the Trident, — the whole 
encompassed by two branches of Oak. 

This Medal was struck at the express command 
of Her Majesty, to preserve a faithful Portrait of 
The King, — and it is only given by Her Majesty 
to those, whom The Queen graciously con- 
descends to honour. 



King William the Fourth. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of His Majesty William the Fourth, from 
a bas-relief modelled by Chantrey, — ^legend, ** Guil- 
elmo iiii. D. G. Britanniar. Regi F. D.," — ^beneath, 
Chantrey d. — W. Wyon 5., Mint. 
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Reverse. — In the centre of the Medal, ** Adelaide Regina Cudi 
JussiT. MDCccxxx.," — beneath, the Trident, — the 
whole encompassed by a wreath of Oak. 



The Princess Victoria. 



Obverse. — A beautiful and faithful Resemblance of Her Royal 
Highness, modelled by Mr. Wyon, at Kensington 
Palace, in the year 1834, — inscribed, ** Victoria." 



The Emperor Alexander. 



Obverse. — A Portrait of The Emperor Alexander, in military 
Costume, — legend, "Alexander i.. Emperor op 
all the Russias," — on the shoulder of the Bust, 
*' Wyon." 

Reverse. — In the Centre of the Medal is inscribed, " The Aven- 
ger OP Europe," — encircled by a wreath of Palm 
and Laurel, — round which extend, " The Heroic 
Depender op His Country," mdcccxii. 



Sir Joseph Banks. 



Obverse. — A most highly finished and accurate Portrait of Sir 
Joseph Banks, — legend, " R** Hon^*«- Sir J. Banks, 
Bart., k. g. c. b., p. r. s., &c., 1816," — beneath, 
T. Wyon, /««., d., — W. Wyon s. 

Reverse. — is an allusion to Sir Joseph's Studies, — an open 
book, upon which is laid a sheaf of Com, — and over 
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« 

both, a wreath of Flowers, very elaborately executed, 
is thrown with great taste and elegance. — Motto, 
" In Genius and substantial Learning," high." — 
at the bottom, the pretty little flower, " Forget me 
not" 

We are highly gratified in having to notice 
among our Medals the well deserved tribute of 
Respect to The Venerable President of The Royal 
Society, Sir Joseph Banks. 

This Medal is executed by Mr. Wyon from the 
Model of the late Thomas Wyon, and is an evi- 
dence of ability, which, we ^lope, will be no less 
useful than honourable to his Country. It is en- 
graved with precision and spirit, and considerable 
depth of relief. 

We trust that this Country may be yet (in 1818) 
many years benefited by the valuable life of Sir 
Joseph Banks, — ^but, when it shall please Provi- 
dence to call him from a life, which he has filled 
with so much honour to himself, and advantage to 
Society at large, we shall then feel more obliged 
to this young Artist than we do even now; for the 
Memorial which he has afforded us, of the estim- 
able and enlightened President of The Royal 
Society. — R. S. 
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■ Charlbs Calvbrt, Esq. 

Obverse. — ^A fine likeness of Charlbs Calvbrt, Esq., clothed 
in modem Costume, — beneath the shoulder of the 
bust, W. Wyon, a. r. a. 

Reverse. — Inscription, " A tribute from the Electors of 

SOUTHWARK TO THE MeMORY OF ChARLBS CaLVBRT, 
Esq., THEIR FAITHFUL REPRESENTATIVE IN FiVE SUC- 
CESSIVE Parliaments, first elected 1812, died 
Sept. 1832." 

Here is an instance of the fickleness of Popular 
favour, — as Mr. Calvert lost his Election for the 
Representation of the Borough of Southwark, in 
1830. But the Medal, although late in. it's ap- 
pearance, bears nevertheless the gratefiil respect of 
many of his steady friends and supporters. 



Viscount Duncan. 



Obverse. — A profile Bust of Admiral Viscount Duncan, in Naval 
Uniform, of masterly execution by Webb, — ^legend, 
" Adm. Vise. Duncan." 

Reverse. — ^by William Wyon, representing Lord Duncan re- 
ceiving the Sword of Admiral de Winter, on the 
memorable defeat of the Dutch, off Camperdown, — and 
in which we perceive the same display of ability as is 
evinced in the Medal of Earl Howe, executed by this 
rising Engraver. The likeness on the Obverse of 
Lord Duncan is very finely preserved, and the figure 
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which is in a different attitude, stands with ease and 
firmness, — ^that of de Winter is uncommonly happy, 
— ^the attitude is graceful. The Admiral's deep round 
Coat is so managed, as to produce a picturesque effect, 
and the expression of the Countenance is peculiarly 
forcible and characteristick. The £b:ergue is appro- 
priately filled up with a Trophy of the Standards of 
the Enemy, — Inscription, " Dutch Flebt defbated, 
9 Ships op the Line captured, 11. Oct, 1797," — 
in minute letters, Mudie d. — ^W. Wyon. 

See, Mudie's National Medals, p. 26, pi. 2. And 
also, '' The Talisman," p. 63. 



Richard Duppa. 



Obverse. — ^A Portrait of Richard Duppa, Esq., — ^legend, " Ri- 
chardus Duppa, l l. b.," — beneath, W. Wyon, 
Mint. 

Reverse, — ^is intended to represent his Works, — ^the device being 
a Lotus, Papal Mitre and Crosier overthrown, various 
scrolls of Paper, &c., with the several names upon 
them of M. Angelo,! Raffael, and Suppression of 
the Papal Government, — ^beneath, mdcccxxviii. — or- 
namented with a circle of Plants, mentioned in the 
Georgics of Virgil. 

This Portrait was modelled from the life, and is 
in very high relief. It is beautifully executed after 
the manner of the Antique. 
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Samuel Fbrbdat. 

Obverse. — ^A very exceUent Portrait of Mr. Fbrbdat, clothed 

in modem costume, — ^legend, " Samubl Fbrbdat," — 

beneath the bust, P. Wton sculpt. 
Reverse. — In the centre of the Medal is inscribed, " A Fribnd 

TO HIS CouNTRT.," — encirdcd by a rich wreath of 

Oak and Laurel. 

Mr. Fereday was a celebrated Iron-Master, near 
Bilston, in Staflfordshire, — and this Medal was 
struck, and presented to him at the time of the 
Commemoration of the Peace in 1814. 

The Model, from which this Medal was engraven, 
was the^r*^ attempt of Mr. Wyon /rom nature. 



John Fullbr, E2sq. 

Obverse. — ^An admirable Portrait of John Fullbr, Esq,, modelled 
from the life, — ^legend, "John Fullbr, E^»q., Rosb 
Hill, Sussbx," — ^beneath the shoulder, W. Wton, 
A. R. A., Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A very rich Wreath of Cypress and Oak, within 
which is inscribed, " Dibd, April xi. mdcccxxxiv. 

AOBD LXXVIII." 



Marqubss of Hastings. 



Obverse. — ^A Portrait of The Marquess of Hastings, — legend, 
" Marquis of Hastings, K. G., Grov. Gbn. of 
India," — ^beneath the bust, " modeUed by P. Rouw, 
— W. Wyon/." 
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Reverse. — ^Victory in a Car drawn by winged Lions, leaning 
upon a Palm branch, and holding forth a Wreath of 
Laurel to the Conqueror, — ^inscription, " Pindarbe 
& Mahratta Confbdbract dbfbatbd 1818,'' — 
in the ESxergue, military trophies taken from the 
enemy, — " Mudib d., — ^W. Wyon s. 

It would be difficult to give an idea of the love- 
liness and delicacy of this Female figure^ as seen 
through transparent drapery, arranged in the most 
beautifiil style. It is Nature in her most bewitching 
form. — R. S. — See also, " The Talisman," p. 63. 

The Reverse of this Medal, which was designed 
by Henry Howard, Esq., R. A., was three times 
engraven, on account of the thrice breaking of the 
Dies,— and eju;h of them shows progressive im- 
provement. 

Earl Howb. 

Obverse. — A Bust of Earl Howe, in Naval Uniform, with the 
Ribbon of the Garter, and the Chain of Gold, which 
His Majesty presented to His Lordship in person, 
at Portsmouth, after the great Victory, — ^legend, 
" Eabl Howb, AdmK of Thb Whitb, K. G.,"— 
beneath the bust, in minute letters, Mudib d. — ^W. 
Wyon/." 

Reverse. — ^As the Victory over the French, oflF Ushant, was the 
first in the late War, a general representation of 
the triumphant superiority of The British Flag on 
the Ocean is here portrayed by Nbptunb actively 
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going forth in a Marine Car, drawn by two Sea- 
Horses, and directing the successes of The British 
Fleet, — Round the top of the Medal is inscribed, 
" French Flbbt dbfeatbd off Ushant," — ^Mudib 
d. — ^in the Elxergue, " vii. Sail of thb Linb cap- 

TURBD I. JUNB, MDCCXCIV." 

A writer in The Morning Post, of Nov., 1818, 
observes, that, '' as a whole, this Medal challenges 
competition with any that have yet appeared in 
Mudie's British Series of National Medals. The 
impression, which the first sight of the Medal gave 
us, was the strength and freedom of the Artist's 
style, and a minute inspection convinces us of his 
deep knowledge of Anatomy, and impresses us with 
a conviction, that he has formed his Taste on pure 
and classical models. 

The Reverse, both for composition and execu- 
tion, has our unqualified admiration, — and, for 
spirit and effect, yields to none that have preceded 
it. The Monarch of the Ocean is represented in 
his Car, drawn by two Sea-Horses, his right arm 
is extended; as in the act of giving command, and 
the expression of the countenance is in union vrith 
the energy of the whole attitude, — while the im- 
petuosity of the Horses, and the truth and the 
finish of the whole, are equally entitled to our 
highest commendation, — and we contemplate from 
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this Medal, an Artist, who will rank in the first 
Class of Excellence, whether of powers natural or 
acquired. 

The importance of this Victory is not, perhaps, 
duly estimated by many of the present day, — ^but 
those who can carry their recollections back to the 
period, will well remember the feelings which it 
then excited, as proving, that British Skill and 
Talent, still retained their proud Supremacy on 
the Ocean, — and, with the liveliest impression of 
what we then felt on this great occasion, we hardly 
know, whether we can pay a higher compliment, 
than by saying, that we think the Design worthy 
of the Event, and the Execution equal to the 
Design.'* — See, Mudie*s National Medals, p. 17, 
pi. 1. 

Richard Milbs, Medallist. 

Obverse. — A Portrait of Richard Miles, modelled from the 
life. 

An unfinished Die. 



Sir Walter Scott. 



Obverse. — ^A Portrait of Sir Walter Scott, — ^legend, " Walter 
Scott, 1824.,"— ornamented with an engrailed circle 
of Thistles. 
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Reverse. — ^Two Female figures, — one of them, the figure of 
History seated, holding a tablet, inscribed " Wav." 
(Waverley), — the other, the figure of Fiction standing 
behind, resting her left hand upon the shoulder of 
History, and with the right, she raises her Wand, — 
Inscription, *' Truths sbvbrb in fairt Fiction 
DRB88BD.," — an cngrailmcnt of Thistles, as in the 
Obverse. 

It may not be uninteresting to the curious here 
to mention, that Sir Walter Scott uses the same 
Inscription in defence of his works, — ^being at that 
time ignorant of this Medal. 



Sir John Soane, Architect, R. A. 

The Architects of England having long been 
conscious how much the example of Sir John 
Soane had stimulated those, who had succeeded 
him, — and, with what unbounded liberality and 
taste he had collected his super!) Museum of An- 
tiquities, and his choice Library of Works of Art, 
Science, and general Literatin-e, — ^Aware, also, of 
the Generosity, with which he had made provision, 
by a Legislative enactment, to secure and perpe- 
tuate these benefits, to the promotion of Publick 
Taste and to the ftirtherance of Professional Im- 
provement, — determined, to prove in the face, not 
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only of England, but of all Europe, that they were 
not insensible to those Qualities, which so emi- 
nently distinguish him as an Individual and as an 
Artist. Anxious, therefore, to testify their respect 
for a man of Genius and one professing the same 
Art as themselves, it was in vain for them to think 
of Princely Magnificence or superfluous Luxury, — 
They determined to honour Art by Art, — ^and, by 
producing a Work, executed by the most eminent 
Medallist of this Country in his best style, to prove, 
that those feelings, which have ever animated him, 
had produced in them a corresponding sentiment, 
— giving rise to a Production, which should 
worthily hand down their respect for the name of 
SoANE to the latest Posterity, and carry it to the 
most distant Climes. With a zeal suitable to this 
noble design. Sir John Soane was presented vrith 
impressions in Gold, Silver, and Bronze, of the 
Medal thus struck in his Honour, on Tuesday the 
24th of March, 1835, accompanied with an ele- 
gant and eloquent Address, which was afterwards 
printed. 

This splendid Medal is universally admired, — 
particularly on account of the high relief, which is 
given to the Reverse. 

The original study for the Medal, in wax, was 
presented to Sir John by Mr. Wyon, — and the 
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Die in which they were struck^ has been conferred 
upon him by The Committee. 

Obverse. — Portrait of Sir John Soanb, modelled from the life 
by Mr. Wyon, — ^legend, " John Soanb," — ^beneath, 
in minute letters, W. WroN, A. R. A., Mint. 

Reverse. — ^An Architectural Elevation of the North- West cir- 
cular comer of The Bank of England, — ^round which 
is inscribed, " A tribute of rbspbct from Thb 
British Architects, mdcccxxxiv." 
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PRIZES. 



Cbres. 

Obverse. — ^A Bust of Csrbs richly and elaboratory executed in 
high relief, with a wreath of Com encircling the 
head of the Goddess, and her veil thrown gracefully 
behind, — ^legend, " Arts and Commerce promoted," 
■—on the shoulder, <e. 17., — beneath, W. Wyon s. 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Com, with a vacant space in the centre, 
for the name of the person to whom the Medal is 
awarded, — ^beneath, "Soc^* ins** London, 1754." 

This Medal is beautifully executed in high relief, 
and in classical style of Art, — and when the youth 
of the Artist is considered, must be pronounced 
an extraordinary production. It obtained the 
Prize of The large Gold Medal of The Society 
for the ENCOURAGEMENT of Arts, &c., in 1813. 

See, page 40. 
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Victory of Algiers. 

This fine subject obtained The large Gold 
Medal from The Society of Arts, in 1814. It 
represents a Victory, standing in a Shell, upon 
the waves, holding a Palm branch in her right 
hand, and a wreath of Laurel in her left, — ^her 
Car being borne along by two Tritons, who are 
sounding Marine trumpets in honour of the 
Victory. At a subsequent period the legend, 
" Algiers, Aug. 27., 1816.," was introduced on the 
field of the Medal. 

The workmanship is in very high relief, and is 
executed with great spirit. 

No impressions have ever been struck of this 
Medal for circulation, — the Die never having 
been hardened. 

See, pages 40 — 41. 
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SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, and UNIVER- 
SITIES. 



Bombay Native Education Society, — 

The Hon*>^*' Mountstuart Elphinstonb's Mbdal. 

Obverse. — ^A fine and intelligent likeness of this amiable and pa- 
triotick Statesman and Governor, — ^legend, " Mount- 
stuart Elphinstonb, Founder.," — beneath, W. 
Wyon 8,, Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Palm and Oak, within which is inscribed, 
" For obnbral Proficibnct and Mbrit.," — the 
whole encircled by " Bombay Nativb Education 

SOCIBTT. MDCCCXX." 

This is the Gold Medal. 

Anothbr, — ^in Silver, 

Obverse. — ^The same, as tiiat of the preceding Medal. 

Reverse. — A wreath of Oak and Laurel, — ^the centre being left 
plain, for the Class of Education to which the Medal 
is awarded, — and encircled by the inscription, " Bom- 
bay Native Education Society, mdcccxx." 

This Medal was executed in 1834. 
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These two Medals, suspended by handsome gold 
and silver Chains, are given as Prizes to the Indian 
Youth, who are educated on this Foundation. 



Chief Justice West's Medal. 

Obverse. — ^An elegant figure of Britaiinia presenting a Scroll, 
upon which is inscribed " Native Education," to 
two Indian Youths, one of them an Hindoo, and the 
other a Parsee, — ^legend, " Native Education So- 
ciety.,*' — in the Exergue, " Bombay," — and, W. 
Wyon, Mmt, 1833. 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Laurel, within which is inscribed, " Fob 
English Language and Constitutional History," 
— at the top, " Chief Justice West's Medal." 

This Medal is struck in gold, and is presented 
with a handsome gold Chain. 

Another, — in Silver, 

Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the preceding Medal. 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Laurel, — ^the centre being left plain, for 
the purpose of inserting the Class of Education, to 
which the Medal is awarded, — and surmounted by the 
inscription, " Chief Justice West's Medal." 

The design and execution of this Medal has 
obtained general admiration, — the features are 
boldly made out, with great softness of marking 
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and finishing. The two Native Children on the 
Reverse are beautifully depicted, — the timid 
shrinking delicacy of the one, sweetly contrasting 
with the firm and inquiring, though respectful 
attitude of the other. 



Edinburgh Academy of Liter aturb. 

Obverse. — ^The Head of Homer, copied from the Bust in The 
TowNLEY Collection in The British Museum, — 
legend, "Acidemia Edinensis Juventutis studiis 

SACRATA, MDCCCXXIV." 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Laurel, with a blank space in the centre, 
for the name of the Youth to whom the Prize is 
awarded, — ^the whole encircled by this Greek inscrip- 
tion, H HAIAEIA KAI THS S0*IA2 KAI TH2 
APETHS MHTHP. 

This is a well executed Medal, and in high 
relief. 



Harrow School. 



Obverse. — ^The Head of Cicero, — ^legend, " M. Tullius Ci- 
cero.," — ^beneath, on the shoulder of the bust, W. 
Wyon, Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A wreath composed of Palm and Olive branches, 
within which is inscribed, " Eloquentije Latinje 
Prjemium Annuum Robertus Peel, Harroviensis, 
Harroviensibus proposuit. a. s. mdcccxxvi." 
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This Head of Cicero is copied from a Bust now 
in the possession of His Grace The Duke of 
Wellington, — which was formerly in the Mattei 
Collection, and is pronounced by Visconti, as the 
most accurg^te Likeness now extant of The Roman 
Orator. The accomplished Statesnlan who so 
closely follows the renown of his great Prototype, 
and who is the generous Founder of this Prize 
Medal, has invested an ample sum to perpetuate 
the same, — and hence to elicit similar eminence 
among the Students in this great School of his 
Classical acquirements. 



The London Institution. 

A Medallick Ticket of Admission, for The 
Members of The London Institution, — 

Obverse. — An elegant figure of Study, slightly draped, seated, 
and reading, with an antique Candelabrum before 
her, — legend, "Studio fallbntb laborbm.," — in 
the Exergue, " mdcccvii." 

Reverse. — ^The Arms of The London Institution, surmounted by 
a Lion, — ^inscription, " London Institution." 

One Thousand impressions of this Medal were 
struck in bronze, in the year 1831. 
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Afterwards, Fifty copies were struck in brass, — 
viz.. 

Obverse. — ^The same, as the preceding. 

Reverse. — ^The Crest of The Institution, in the centre, — ^with a 
blank space for the insertion of the Number appro- 
priated to the Member, — inscription, " London 
Institution. 30 ouinba Subscription.'' 



The Rotal Institution. 



Obverse. — A Portrait of Sir Francis Bacon, — ^legend, ** Fran- 
CIS Bacon," — ^beneath, W. Wton 5., Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A wreath, composed of Palm and OHve branches, 
within which is inscribed, " For Chemical discover- 
ies, presented bt John Fuller, Member of The 
Rotal Institution, mdcccxxviii." 

This is a splendid specimen of most elaborate 
minute high finish, in the lace and embroidery of 
the Costume of James the First's Court, — con- 
trasted, with Greek breadth, and strength of char- 
acteristick expression, in the countenance of the 
great Father of Philosophy in England, — whose 
locks have the massiveness and softness of Hed- 

LINGER. 

Mr. Fuller, with equal munificence, founded a 
Professorship also in The Royal Institution, called, 
" The Fullerian," — which was, with imiversal ac- 
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clamation, first awarded to Michael Faraway, 

D. c. L. 



The Royal Manchester Institution. 

Obverse. — ^A fine Portrait of the Donor of the Medal, draped, 
and mscribed, " B. A. Hbtwood," — ^beneath, upon 
the shoulder of the bust, W. Wyon, a. r. a.. Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A facade of The Institution, — ^with the inscription, ** In- 

8T1TUTUM ReOIUM MaNCUNIENSE," MDCCCXXIII. 



The School of Medicine, at Boston, in America. 

Obverse. — A Portrait of The Founder, — ^legend, " W. N. Boyl- 
ston Scholje Medicinje Fundator," — in minute 
letters, W. Wyon sc. 

Reverse. — Left plain, for the insertion of the name of the person, 
to whom the Medal is awarded, — voith the Question 
stated, for which he obtained the Medal. 

The history of this Medal is rather curious. 

W. N. - BoYLSTON, Esq., having founded this 
School, the wish was natural on the part of The 
University, that the Portrait of their Benefactor 
should be placed upon The Premium Medal. In 
consequence, Mr. Boylston was requested to sit 
to " Mr. Stewart, the American Apelles,'' for a 
Profile resemblance, — and the Painting was sent 
to an eminent Mercantile House in London, with 
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directions that it should be put into the hands of 
the most distinguished English Artist, from which 
he should engrave a Medal, — when it was imme- 
diately confided to the abilities of Mr. Wyon. 



Mill Hill School. 

Obverse. — ^A Classical Male figure, gracefully robed, erect, with 
a Scroll of paper at his feet, — ^resting his left hand 
upon a book, and with his right arm and hand ex- 
tended, pouring out of an Ewer, the oil of instruction 
into an antique Lamp, which is presented with affec- 
tionate humility by a Youth dressed in a Tunick, — ^be- 
tween the two figures is an Altar, upon which is a 
chaplet of Laurel, and on the centre, a wreath of 
Laurel, encircUng the words, " Hoc alterna fides," 
— ^beneath, W. Wyon, a. r. a. 

Reverse. — ^Within a wreath of Palm and I^aurel is inscribed, 
'' ScHOLiB Coll. Mol. Alqmnus condiscipulorum 

VBTERUM SUFFRAGIIS Pr^MIUM TULIT." 



Royal Naval School, at Camberwell. 

Obverse. — ^A Classical Male figure, gracefully robed, erect, with 
a Scroll of paper at his feet, — ^resting his left hand 
upon a book, and with his right hand and arm ex- 
tended, pouring out of an Ewer, the oil of instruction 
into an antique Lamp, which is presented with pleas- 
ing humility by a Youth dressed in a Tunick, — ^be- 

M 
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tween them, is a Youth seated, and looking up^with 
joyful admiration at their benign proceedings, — ^legend, 
" Palm AM qui meruit, ferat," — ^in the Exergue, 
'* MDCCCxxxiii.," — and at the side, W. Wyon. 
Reverse. — ^A wreath of Oak, — within which is inscribed, 
" Alumn. opt. merit, e Schol. Reg. Nav. hocc. 

PrAEM. QUOTAN. INSTITUT. ipsa DAT DABITQUE." 



The Rotal Naval College, at Portsmouth. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of George the Fourth, — ^legend, '* Geor- 
Gius iiii. D. G. Britanniarum Rex, 1820," — ^be- 
neath the bust, W. Wton «., Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Laurel, the centre being left plain, for 
the insertion of the name of the Student, to whom the 
Medal is awarded, — round the whole is inscribed, 
" First Mathematical Prize. Royal Naval Col- 



lege." 



Another, — 

Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the preceding Medal. 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Laurel, — ^the centre being plain, — ^round 

the whole is inscribed, " Second Mathematical 

Prize. Royal Naval College." 

Another, — 

Obverse. — ^The same, as that of the preceding Medal. 

Reverse. — ^A slight wreath of Laurel, — the centre being plain, — 

round the whole is inscribed, ** Classical Prize. 

Royal Naval College." 
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On the appointment of The Duke of Clarence, 
(now His Most Gracious Majesty), as Lord High 
Admiral, His Royal Highness took great interest 
in advancing various branches of Education at The 
Royal Naval College, — and, in 1827, He desired, 
that a Third Reverse should be engraven, with 
this inscription round the wreath, " Historical 
and Geographical Prize," — 

Obverse. — ^The Portrait of Gborob the Fourth, as in the pre- 
ceding Medal. 

His Royal Highness likewise caused to be en- 
graven, in 1828, a Medal, as a reward for Gun- 
nery, — 

Obverse. — ^A Cannon mounted upon it's carriage, adjacent to 
which is a pile of shot, surmounted by a Naval Crown, 
— and round the whole is inscribed, ** Prize for Gun- 
NBRY,** — ^in the Exergue, " Royal Naval College. " 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Oak, — ^the centre being plain. 

William the Fourth's Medal. 

Obverse. — ^A portrait of His Majesty William the Fourth, — 
legend, '* Gulielmus iiii. D. G. Brit anni arum Rex, 
1830," — ^beneath, W. Wyon, a. r. a. 

Reverse. — ^The Reverses of The First and Second Mathematical 
Frizes are the same as those described in the Medals 
of George the Fourth. No impressions of the others 
have been struck. 
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It is painfiil to record, that this College, which 
has been established for upwards of a Century, and 
in which so many of our brave Aspirants for Fame, 
and the maintenance of the Honour and Glory of 
their Country, received their Professional Educa- 
tion, is to be closed in the month of March, 
1837. 



Stockwell School. 

A Prize Medal, for the School at Stockwell 
Park. 

Obverse. — ^A boy, erect, and beneath him two branches of Palm 
and Lam'el miited at the base, — with a book in his 
right hand, and in his left, a branch of Lam'el, a 
Medal being suspended upon his breast, — the Sun 
rising in the distance, — legend, " Sua Frjemia 

LAUDI." 

Reverse. — ^A building, — ^inscription, " Stockwbll Park," en- 
circled by a wreath of OHve. 

A very early production. 



Saint Thomas's Hospital. 



This nbble Medallion places Mr. Wyon decid- 
edly above any Artist in Europe, and we regret 
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that our limits will not allow us to express all that 
we feel is due to it's superlative Merits, — 

Obverse. — ^The Obvbrsb bears the Head of William Chesel- 
DEN, the celebrated Surgeon, — and, it is really difficult 
to give an idea by words, of the placid dignity of the 
whole Head, or the calm expression of Nature, which 
pervades the countenance, — ^the delicate markings of 
the features, and the perfect softness of the flesh, are 
the triumph of the Medallick Art, — ^legend, " Chbs- 



ELDEN." 



Reverse. — ^But that triumph is carried even higher in the Re- 
verse, where a Human Body is represented, placed on 
a dissecting table in a reclining posture, all the mus- 
cles, and the efiects of their action may be discerned. 
We shall not ask, Whether the Subject is only sleep- 
ing ? — convinced as we are, that the Study has been 
from the Life. In common hands this Reverse would 
have been a most unpleasant subject, but the extra- 
ordinary skill and judgement of His Majesty's Chief 
Engraver rivet our deepest attention by it's beauty, 
and all other associations are lost in admiration of the 
Scientiflck Knowledge which is displayed in every line 
of the figure, and the ease and grace of the whole 
arrangement, — ^these are, a Scull and two Glasses for 
Preparations, with the legs of a Skeleton, placed at the 
side of the Medal upon a kind of table, on the side of 
which are the Arms of St. Thomas's Hospital. 
Motto, " Mors vivis Salus," — in the Exergue, " St. 
Thomas's Hospital." 

This Medal was engraved, in 1829, as a Prize 
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Medal, to be presented by The Lecturers of St. 
Thomas's Hospital, Messrs. Green and South, to 
the Students. 

We presume that Mr. Wyon is now deeply en- 
gaged in preparing The New Coinage of His pre- 
sent Majesty, King William the Fourth, — and with 
this specimen before us, we anticipate, if he be al- 
lowed to put forth his powers, that it will be unri- 
valled for Elegance of Design, and Splendour of 
Execution. — II. S. 



Mrs. Waters* School. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of Mrs. Waters, — ^beneath, P. Rouw d, — 
W. Wyon s. 1816. 

Reverse — In the centre is inscribed, "This Mbdal is dbdicatbd 
BT Mrs. Waters to her numerous Pupils. A 
tribute of affection to thosb, in whose service 

SHE IS happy in the RECOLLECTION OF HAVING 
COMPLETED FoRTT TwO YEARS. HeR FUTURE BX- 
BRTIONS SHE TRUSTS MAY BE CROWNBD WITH A 
SUCCESS EQUAL TO THE FORMER." RotUld the whole, 

'* Mrs. Waters' Boarding School." 

This Medal is in high relief, and is evidently 
executed with considerable care. 
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The University op Cambridge. 

Sir William Browne's Mbdal. 

This Medal of Sir William Browne is copied 
from the Dies originally executed by Pingo, as a 
Prize Medal for The University of Cambridge. 

Obverse. — Portrait of Sir William Browne, — legend, round 
the head, " Esse et Videri," — ^round the lower 
part of the Bust, in two half circles, *'D. Guliel- 
Mus Browne, Eques, Nat. 3. Non. Jan. A. I. 



MDCXCII. 

Reverse. — ^A figure of Apollo seated, placing a wreath of 
Laurel upon the head of a Student who is kneeling, 
with a Scroll in his hand, — round the figures is 
inscribed, " Sunt Sua Fr^mia laudi.," — in the 
Exergue, " Electus Coll. Med. Lond. PRiESES. 

A.S. MDCCLXV." 



The Chancellor's Prize Medal. 



Obverse. — ^A Portrait of King William the Fourth, — legend, 

" GULIELMUS IIII. PIUS FELIX PATER PaTRIjE. 1835.," 

— on the shoulder of the bust, W. Wyon. 
Reverse. — ^A Student in his gown, seated, and in the act of 
Study, with an open book resting upon his knee, and 
a pen in his right hand, — ^before him, a Candelabrum, 
and the busts of Homer and Viroil placed upon a 
pedestal, sigainst which inclines a folio volume, in- 
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scribed, " Milton," — in the Exergue, " Ausp. 
N0BILI88. Jo. Jeffrey March. Camdbn Acad. 
Cantab. Cancbll.," — at the side, W. Wyon, a. r. a.. 
Mint. 



University of Glasgow. 



Obverse, — ^A Portrait of Sir Isaac Newton, — ^legend, ** Isaacus 
Newtonus.," — ^beneath, W. Wyon sc, Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A facade of The Hunterian Museum, at Glasgow, 
— ^in the Exergue, ** Ex AcADEMiiB Glasouensis 
decreto.'* 



University of London, in Gower Street. 

Obverse. — A figure of Minerva, seated in a Curule chair, holding 
in her left hand a Scroll of paper, near which is her 
shield oramented with the Medusa's head, — ^and, in 
her right, extending a wreath of laurel, — ^legend, 
" CUNCTI adsint meritaeque expectent praemia 

PALMAE. MDCCCXXVII." 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Palm and Laurel, within which is in- 
scribed, " Awarded to", — ^at the top of the Medal, 
" University of London." 

In the month of December, 1 836, the Name was 
changed to that of ^' University College.*' 
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Thb Apothecaries' Company. 

Obverse. — ^A fine Portrait of Linn^us, clothed, — ^legend, " Ca- 
ROLUS LiNN-fius/* — ^beneath the bust, W. Wyon s,, 
Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A female figure instructing a Youth in the Science of 
Botany, and pointing to a richly ornamented tablet, 
on which is inscribed the names of "Ray, Linn^us, 
JussiEU, Sloane.,'* — and, upon a Scroll, the name of 
" Miller," — behind the beautiful Instructeress is an 
antique Vase, upon the side of which is represented 
the figure of Hygiea, the vase being filled with Me- 
dicinal Plants, — in the Exergue, The Arms of The 
Apothecaries* Company, and W. Wyon s.. Mint., — 
the whole surmounted by the inscription, " Ob soler- 

TIAM IN STUDIIS BoTANICIS LAUDATAM SoC. PhARM. 
LOND. VOLUIT, A. D. 1830." 



The Royal Academy of Arts. 



Obverse. — ^A Portrait of His Majesty George the Fourth, — 
legend, " Georgius iv. D. G. Britanniarum Rex 
MDCccxxvii. Patron as," — ^beneath the shoulder of 
the Sovereigpi, W. Wyon s,, Mint. 
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Reverse. — ^The Torso, beneath which is the word, " Study," — in- 
scription, "Royal Academy INSTITUTED mdcclxviii.," 
— ^upon the base of the Torso, W. Wyon s. 

This is the Silver Prize Medal for The Royal 
Academy of Arts, in The Antique School. 

The Gold Prize Medal of The Academy bore 
the Obverse, similar to that of the Silver Medal, — 

Reverse. — ^Three female figures, representing Painting, Sculpture, 
and Architecture, with their appropriate emblems, — 
legend, " abmula quabque sororis." — in the Ex- 
ergue, '* Royal Academy of Arts London insti- 
tuted mdcclxviii.,*' — ^in minute letters, W. Wyon, 
Mint. 

On the Accession of King William the Fourth 
to the Throne, His Majesty's own Portrait was 
introduced upon the 

Obverse, — and the legend, " Gulielmus iiii. D. G. Britan- 

niarum Rex mdcccxxx. Fatronus." 
Reverse. — ^The same, as that of the Gold Medal of George the 

Fourth. 

The Royal Academy have Two Medals, — one 
of them of Gold, and the other of Silver, — the 
Dies for which have all been executed by Mr. 
Wyon, — each of them having for it's Obverse a 
Bust of their Patrons, King's George the Fourth 
and William the Fourth. 
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The Reverse, of the Silver Medal represents 
the celebrated Torso of Apollodorus in The Vati- 
can, — with the word " Study," beneath, — a hint, 
it may be supposed to the Student, not only that 
the Original fragment is a Work deserving of his 
diligent attention, as one of the most precious re- 
mains of Antient Art, — but also, that in his career 
unwearied perseverance will be necessary. This 
was the Device originally adopted by The Aca- 
demy at it's foundation. 

For the Reverse of the Gold Medal, the design 
was, Minerva instructing a Youth in the difficul- 
ties of Art, to whom she is pointing out the Temple 
of Fan>e on a distant Rock, with the Motto, " Haud 

FACILEM ESSE VIAM." 

The Dies having become spoiled, after being 
used for half a Century, and a necessity having 
arisen for renewing them, it was thought desirable 
to change the Device of The Gold Medal, — (back 
grounds to Medals being unknown in the better 
times of Art), — ^and to substitute a more simple 
Design of Stothard's, personifying the three Arts, 
which are cultivated in The Academy, viz.^ Paint- 
ing, Sculpture, and Architecture, — as the Three 
Graces, with the legend, ^' Aemula quaeque So- 
RORis.** This Design Mr. Wyon has executed in 
a style, that does great justice to the Picture which 
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was painted for the occasion by Mr. Stothard. 
He has also successfully renewed the Silver Medal 
from the Torso, which he carefully studied, — and 
has been no less happy in the Obverse of both, 
which are faithfully copied from Chantrey*s Busts 
of their Majesties George the Fourth and William 
the Fourth. 

As specimens of Die-engraving these works do 
great credit to the talents of Mr. Wyon, — who, in 
this Department of Art, may be said to uphold the 
credit of his Country. It will not be asserted, that 
he has rivalled the exquisite Medals, Coins, or 
Gems of Antiquity, which in our times, perhaps, 
is impossible : — He can but avail himself of such 
opportunities, as may occur, of displaying his 
Ability in any Classical efforts, — and, it is lament- 
able to state, that such are now more rare than 
ever. 

Even the Britannia of former days seems to be 
thought too abstruse and ideal for this unimagina- 
tive generation. 

It is curious, that a species of Fine Art so pas- 
sionately admired by the Greeks and Romans, 
as well as by the Continental Nations, should be 
holden in such utter disregard in this opulent and 
enlightened Country, — but so little prospect of 
encouragement does it afford our young Artists, 
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that, although a Premium is annually offered in 
The Royal Academy for the best copy, on a Die, 
of some fine antique Head, yet for several years 
past, it has not tempted one single Student to be- 
come a Candidate. — H. H. 



Thb Society of Arts. 

Obverse. — ^The busts of Minerva and Mercury, — ^beneath, W. 

Wyon, — ^legend, '* Arts and Commerce promoted." 
Reverse. — ^A wreath of Laurel, — ^the centre being left plain, for 

the insertion of the name of the person, to whom the 

Medal is awarded, — beneath which is inscribed, 

" Soc^ Ins*., London, 1753." 

This Medal was presented by Mr. Wyon to 
The Society of Arts, but it unfortunately broke 
afterwards in operation. The Society in a gratify- 
ing manner rewarded the Artist, by conferring 
upon him the first Gold Medal struck from it, in 
1820. 

The following Die of larger dimensions was then 
engraven, and is now in use. 

Obverse. — ^The Busts of Minerva and Mercury, — ^legend, 
*' Arts and Commerce promoted," — beneath the 
shoulder of Minerva, W. Wyon, — a rich engraiknent 
surrounds the Medal, composed of the rose, thistle, 
and shamrock. 
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Reverse. — ^An elegant wreath of Laurel, — ^the space within being 
left blank, for the insertion of the name of the person, 
to whom the Medal is awarded, — ^beneath, " Soc^. 
iNs^. London, 1753.,*' — the whole surrounded with 
an engrailment similar to that of the Obverse. 

This is the Large Gold Prize Medal. 

There are some Collectors in England, as well 
as elsewhere, who can see no beauty nor worth in 
Medals, unless they come from Greece. Such 
admirers of The Fine Arts we invite to the ex- 
amination of this Medal, — which, although of 
English creation, is yet purely Greek, in design 
and workmanship. It bears upon it the Busts of 
Minerva and Mercury, — ^and the Classick Purity 
and Dignity of the Portraiture of these Patrons of 
the Arts, — ^the happy Contrast of the Countenances, 
— the judicious variation of the lines of the united 
Busts, — and the fine keeping and composition of 
the whole, render it in our estimation a Chef 
d'ceuvre, — and we cordially unite with The Society 
in considering, that it highly merited the compli- 
ment which they paid to Mr. Wyon, in presenting 
him with their Gold Medal, as a testimony of their 
sense of it's excellencies. — R. S. 
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Thb Rotal Astronomical Society. 

Obverse. — A Portrait of Sir Isaac Newton, — ^behind which is 

the word, " Newton," — and upon the shoulder of the 
Bust, W. Wyon, a. R. a.. Mint, — ^legend, " Royal 

Astronomical Society inst. mdcccxx.," — beneath, 

** NuBEM pbllbntb Mathesi." 

Reverse. — ^A representation of Herschbl's large telescope at 

Slough, — inscription, " Quicquid nitbt notandum." 



The British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society was 
established in the year 1804, and it's benefits have 
happily been extended to many parts of Europe, 
Asia, and America, — by the diffusion of Religious 
truth, in translating, printing, and publishing The 
Holy Scriptures in the various Languages. 

In the Exhibition at The Royal Academy, in May 
1821, Mr. Wyon produced a Medal to record The 
Establishment of The British and Foreign Bible 
Society, — the idea of which is taken from the 14th 
Chapter of Revelations and the 6th verse, — 
" And I SAW another Angel fly in the midst of 
Heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel, to 

PREACH TO them THAT DWELL ON THE EaRTH, AND 
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TO EVERY Nation, and Kindred, and Tongue, and 
People/* 

Obverse. — ^At the bottom of the Obverse side of the Medal is 
a portion of the Globe, — and, in the field of it, is the 
Celestial Messenger, winging his way with the joyful 
intelligence of Man*s Salvation, which is typified by 
a Scroll, having inscribed upon it, " Thb Everlast- 
ing GosPBL," from which rays of hght are falling 
upon the Earth. A circle of Stars separates the Angel 
from the outward line of inscription, ** Glory to God 
IN THB Highest, and on Earth, Peace, Goodwill 
TOWARDS Men." 

Reverse. — At the top of the Medal is a Glory, encircling Hebrew 
Characters, — and, beneath, is the following inscription, 
" The British and Foreign BIBLE SOCIETY 

INSTITUTED 7th MaRCH 1804, FOR THB CIRCULATION 

OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES without note or 

COMMENT IN EVERY LANGUAGE OF THB WORLD," 

and beneath, is a Bible, with an Olive wreath. 

The Execution of this beautiful subject merits 
the highest praise. The animation and apparent 
rapidity of th6 Angel traversing the fields of Light, 
the boldness of the figure, and the lightness and 
gracefulness of the fioating draperies, with the high 
and delicate finishing of the whole, place it in a 
scale of excellence, which the Engravers of The 
'Napoleon Medals only were supposed to have 
attained, — but which, we are persuaded, would be 
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far surpassed by our own, were they encouraged 
with but one-tenth of the Patronage, which the 
Publick in France, so highly to their credit, bestow 
upoij Medal Engraving. — R. S. 

The Die of this Medal broke repeatedly, and 
was r^-engraved five or six times by Mr. Wyon. 



The Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society. 

This highly useful Institution is under the im- 
mediate Patronage of His Majesty, — and it must 
be the wish of every sincere lover of his Country, 
that it may continue to prosper, as it has 
hitherto done, under the able management and 
patronage of the Scientifick Gentlemen, who 
conduct if s concerns. 

Several Premiums have been awarded for Papers 
connected with the interests, security, and comforts 
of the Practical Miner, — and other contributions 
calculated to advance Science, and to bring 
forward Merit, which otherwise might have laid 
dormant and neglected. 

Obverse. — A highly finished Portrait of Jambs Watt., — ^beneath, 
W. Wyon, a. r. a.. Mint. 

Reverse. — ^Within a wreath of Pahn and Laurel is inscribed, 
" Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society insti- 
tuted 1833. — First Class." 

N 
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The Portrait of Mr» Watt was chosen, by reason 
of the important benefits which he has conferred 
upon Mankind by his Skill and Enterprise in the 
perfection of various branches of Art connected 
with Science, — And the calm Dignity of the Bust 
seems to inspire ardour in the contemplatton of 
it, — whilst ifs intense and determined thought, 
with the broad and towering forehead, seems ca- 
pable of looking through any thing, and every 
thing. 

There are Four Classes, — but the design of the 
Second, Third, and Fourth Classes dijffer only 
from that of the First, in having no wreath on the 
Reverse, and in the special Class of the Medal. 



The Cymmrodorion. 



The Cymmrodorion, or Royal Cambrian Insti- 
tution, was established for the cultivation of 
Antient British Literature. 

Obverse. — ^A Welsh Bard, holding in his right hand a Peithymn 
or Elucidator, and resting his left upon an antient 
Harp, — ^the rising Sun in the distance, typical of the 
revival ofWelsh Literature, — and, in the back ground, 
various upright Stones, somewhat resembling those 
of Stonehenge, — in the Exergue, a Welsh legend, — 
date, 1820. 
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Reverse. — ^A wreath of Oak richly executed, and encircling the 
inscription, " Cymmrodorion Llundain," — with a 
space left for the name of the person, to whom the 
Medal is awarded. 

This Medal was designed for The Cymmrodorion 
by the late eminent Sculptor, John Flaxman, — 
And the right foot of the Bard is much admired, 
as a fine specimen of the effect of foreshortening- 

Another, of a smaller size, — 

Obverse. — ^The Peithynin, with antient British characters, — sur- 
romided by a garter, on which is inscribed, " Cymru 
vu Cymru vtdd.** 



The Royal Geographical Society of London. 

Obverse. — Portrait of William the Fomth, from the Bust by 
Chantrey, — legend, " Gulielmus iiii. D. G. Brit- 
ANNiARUM Rex mdcccxxx. Patronus," — beneath 
the shoulder of the Bust, W. Wyon. 

Reverse. — ^The well known Symbol of Science represented by 
the figure of Minerva, accompanied with emblems 
designating Geography, a Globe, a Map and Sextant, 
and in the act of conferring an Ohve wreath, — ^in- 
scription, " Ob terras rbclusas.," — ^in the Exergue, 
" Royal Geographical Society of London." 

This Gold Medal is annually given by His 
Majesty, as a reward for Geographical discovery. 
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The Geological Society. 

Obverse. — ^A fine Portrait of John Hyde Wollaston, m. d., — 
legend, in minute letters, " Wollaston," — on the 
shoulder of the bust, W. Wyon, Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A wreath of Palm and Laurel, — ^the centre being plain, 
to admit the name of the person, to whom the Medal 
is awarded, — ^beneath, " The Geological Society 
OF London." 



The Horticultural Society. 



Obverse. — ^A Portrait of Sir Joseph Banks, modelled by Mr. 
Wyon from a Bust executed by Chantrey, — ^legend, 
" Sir Joseph Banks, Bart., p. r. s., — born 1743. — 
died 1820.," — beneath, W. Wyon sc. 

Reverse. — ^The centre of the Medal is left blank, for the insertion 
of the name of the person, to whom it is awarded, 
— ^inscription, ** The Horticultural Society op 
London." 

Another, — 

Obverse. — A beautiful and highly finished Statue of Flora, 
attired in transparent drapery, holding in her right 
hand a cluster of Grapes, and in her left, a bunch of 
Flowers, — surrounded in very low relief, by the Signs 
of the Zodiac, and graceful figures representing the 
Four Seasons of the Year, — beneath, W. Wyon, 
A. R. A., Royal Mint. 1836. 
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Reverse. — A very rich Wreath of Fruit and Flowers, — within 
which is inscrihed, " Thb Horticultural Society 
of London." 



Shipwreck. 

A Medal for The Royal National Institution 
for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck, — 

Obverse. — ^An unlaureated Head of George the Fourth, — ^beneath, 
in minute letters, W. Wyon, Mint,— double legend, 
" Royal National Institution for the Preserva- 
tion of LiPE from Shipwreck." — " George the 
Fourth, Patron, 1824." 

Reverse. — ^Three Sailors in a Life-boat, — one of whom is in the 
act of rescuing an exhausted Mariner from the waves, 
— ^inscription, " Let not the deep swallow me 



up. 



This small Medal appears to me altogether a 
Chef d'oeuvre. The Bust of George the Fourth is 
the best of all the good Heads of this Sovereign, 
that have been engraven by Mr. Wyon, — it com- 
bines with great dignity, a peculiar animation and 
benevolence of expression, in character with the 
nature of The Institution, of which His Majesty 
was The Patron. The Reverse, representing the 
Life-boat, in which are three Sailors, rescuing a 
fourth from the Sea, is a work of superlative 
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merit. Two of the Sailors are steadjdng the Boat, 
while the other stooping, draws in the Shipwrecked 
Mariner, whose figure is given so as to show the 
form, in the most natural and beautifiil manner, — 
and the expression thrown into his countenance 
looking up to his Preserver, is unrivalled by any 
thing that I have ever seen, — ^while the easy flow- 
ing lines of this Sailor, are finely contrasted by 
those of his Companions, — the whole displajdng 
the most perfect knowledge of the Human firame, 
the finest taste to arrange it, and a command 
of the Graver to embody to us, what the Artist's 
bright Genius had shadowed out to himself. — R. S. 

But there is another pleasing motive for our 
admiration of this beautiful Medal, as the figure 
who is so humanely extending his relief to the 
drowning Mariner, is a Portrait of the Artist 
himself. 

Mr. Thomas has a fine specimen in Gold. 



The Royal Society of London. 

The Origin of The Royal Medals of The 
Royal Society will be best obtained from The 
Address of His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Sussex, K. G., the President, delivered at The 
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« 

Anniversary Meeting, on the 30th. of November, 
1833,— 

*' His late Majesty King George the Fourth 
announced, towards the close of the year 1825, 
through the medium of The Secretary of State 
for the Home Department (Sir Robert Peel), 
his Gracious intention of founding Two Gold 
Medals, of the value of Fifty Guineas each, to be 
annually awarded as Honorary Premiums, under 
the direction of The President and Council of The 
Royal Society, in such a manner as should, by the 
excitement of competition among men of Science, 
seem best calculated to promote the objects for 
which The Royal Society was originally instituted. 
This munificent Gift of The Patron of The Royal 
Society was of course accepted by The President 
and Council with every expression of Gratitude for 
so valuable an addition to their means of pro- 
moting the interests of Science, — And, it was re- 
solved, that, in conformity with His Majesty's 
Commands, The Royal Medals should be ab- 
judged, for the most important discoveries, or series 
of investigations, completed and made known to 
The Royal Society in the year preceding the day 
of their Award, — ^that their Presentation should 
not be Umited to British Subjects, — and that His 
Majesty's Effigy, if such should be the Sovereign's 
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pleasure^ should form the Obverse of the Medals^ 
— and that Two Medals from the same die should 
be struck upon such Foundation, one of Gold and 
the other of Silver. 

" Upon proceeding to the distribution of the 
Medals, it was found that the limitation of time, 
which these Resolutions fixed, was of such a nature 
as to interfere most materially with the proper 
observance of the object proposed to be secured 
by their Foundation, — ^and the period was, there- 
fore, with His Majesty's sanction, extended to ^ve 
years, — In accordance with this arrangement the 
Medals continued to be awarded until the year 
1830, inclusive, when the demise of His late 
Majesty took place, and in which year I had the 
honour of being elected to fill the Chair of The 
Royal Society. 

" Mr. Chantrey, to whom, in conjunction with 
Sir Thomas Lawrence, was intrusted the selection 
of the subject for the Medal, fiimished the cast 
for the Medallion of the Head of His late Majesty, 
which was to form the Obverse of it, while Sir 
Thomas undertook to compose the design for the 
Reverse. Unfortunately, that distinguished Artist, 
either from over-delicacy or over-anxiety to pro- 
duce a work of Art worthy of the object for which 
it was intended, or from that spirit of Procrastina- 
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tion which was unhappUy too common with him, 
delayed it's execution from year to year, and died 
without leaving behind him even a sketch of his 
ideas respecting it, though the character of such 
a design as would be at once classical and appro- 
priate to the purpose, was the subject of frequent 
conversation, and even of favourite speculation with 
him. From these and other causes, to which it is 
not necessary for me now to advert, it arose, that, 
at the demise of His late Majesty, although the 
adjudication of Ten Medals had been formally 
made, and announced from The Chair of The 
Royal Society, not even the Dies, much less the 
Medals, were forthcoming for the purpose of dis- 
tribution to the various distinguished persons, some 
of them Foreigners, to whom they had been 
awarded. 

*' It cannot be necessary for me to impress upon 
you. Gentlemen, that the non-completion of an 
engagement so solemnly entered into with the 
whole Republick of Men of Science, would have 
brought discredit not merely upon The Royal 
Society, but upon the personal honour of a Monarch 
of this Country, whose Name it is our especial 
duty as Fellows of The Royal Society, to hand 
down unsullied to Posterity, as our munificent 
Patron and Benefactor, — And, as no Funds had 
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been placed at the disposal of our Treasurer, nor 
in the hands of any other ostensible person to meet 
the very heavy expenses which must be incurred 
for cutting the Dies and fiimishing the Medals 
already awarded, I felt it to be my duty, when I 
succeeded to this Chair, to recommend to The 
Council the suspension of any further adjudge- 
ment of the Medals, until I could have an oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining the nature of the Commands 
which had been issued concerning them by the 
late Sovereign through his Official advisers or other- 
wise, and also of taking the pleasure of His present 
Majesty respecting their continuance in future, and 
the conditions to which they should be subject. 
These inquiries termmated in the most satisfactory 
manner. On a proper application to those who 
were intrusted with the ultimate arrangement of 
His late Majesty's ajBairs, prompt measures, as far 
as lay in their power, were adopted for the imme- 
diate ftalfilment of every pledge which it was con- 
ceived had been given to The Royal Society and 
to the Publick at large in the name of George the 
Fourth. 

" The Dies for the Medals upon the old Foun- 
dation are now completed, and ready for distribu- 
tion, — they bear upon the one side the likeness of 
His late Majesty, while the Reverse represents the 
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celebrated Statue of Sir Isaac Newton, which is 
placed in the Chapel of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
with such emblematical accompaniments as seemed 
best calculated to indicate the magnificent objects 
of the researches and discoveries of that great 
Philosopher, whose peculiar connexion with The 
Royal Society forms the most glorious circum- 
stance in it's Annals. 

" After having settled that part of the business, 
and apprized The King of my success, I then ven- 
tured to petition His Majesty for the continuance 
of that Protection and Munificence, which The 
Royal Society had ever experienced from His Illus- 
trious Predecessors. The Sovereign, with that 
just and enlightened zeal for the Promotion of 
every object allied with the honour and prosperity 
of this Coimtry, — which, as a Loyal Subject, I ac- 
knowledge with Gratitude, while as an affectionate 
Brother I recognise it with Pride, — acceded at once 
to my request, accepted the charge devolved upon 
him by the demise of the late King, and ordered, 
in consequence, that a firesh Die should be cut, 
and that His Effigy should form the Obverse side 
of the Medal. This work also is completed. All 
the Dies have been executed by Mr. Wyon with 
such boldness of outline, depth, and delicacy of 
finish, as do him the highest credit, — and, I trust. 
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that the Medals will be considered in every way 
worthy of the exalted Rank and Dignity of The 
Illustrious Personage, in whose name this mark of 
Royal favour is intended to be conferred." 

Medals of George the Fourth. 

Obverse. — ^The Portrait of George the Fourth, — ^legend, " Gbor- 
Gius mi. Rex Soc. Reg. Lond. Patronus. 1826," — 
beneath the shoulder of the bust, W. Wyon, a. r. a.. 
Mint. 

Reverse. — ^A fiill length Statue of Sir Isaac Newton, — ^the idea 
being taken from the celebrated Statue of Sir Isaac 
in The Chapel of Trinity College, Cambridge, — ^with 
two Mathematical diagrams, — inscription, ** Regis 
MUNiFicENTiA ARBiTRio SociBTATis," — beneath, 
" Newton." 



Medals of William the Fourth. 

Obverse. — ^The portrait of William the Fourth, — ^legend, " Gu- 
LiELMUs iiii. Rex Soc. Reg. Lond. Patronus. 
1833." 

Reverse. — ^The same, as that on the Medal of the preceding 
Monarch. 



k 
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MISCELLANEOUS MEDALS. 



The Admiralty Medal. 

Obverse. — ^An Anchor, surmounted by The Imperial Crown, and 
between two branches of Oak. 

Reverse. — A circle, left plain, for the name of the Seaman, to 
whom the Medal is presented, — and surrounded by 
the inscription, " For long service and good con- 
duct." 



Ardrossan Prize Medal, for Agriculture. 

Obverse. — ^The Arms of the Antient and Noble Family of Mont- 
GOMERiE, Earl of Eglintoun, — ^motto, ** Garde hien" 

Reverse. — ^A wheat-sheaf, rake, scythe, plough, &c., — with a 
tablet left plain in the centre, for the name of the suc- 
cessful candidate, — ^inscription, ** Ardrossan Medal. 
The reward of Merit." 

This is one of Mr. Wyon's earliest Medals> and 
is executed with great taste and spirit. 

Ardrossan, in the Shire of Ayr, gives the Title of 
Baron in England, to The Earl of Eglintoun. 
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The Bethnal Green Volunteers. 

A Medal struck by order of Lieut. Colonel Car- 
rick, on the disbanding The Bethnal Green Vo- 
lunteers. — 

Obverse. — A figure of Britannia, helmeted, and looking upwards, 
and trampling upon the Hydra of War, — ^her left hand 
raised, in which she holds an Olive branch, — her right 
hand resting upon a part of a column, against which 
her Shield inclines, — ^legend, " England's Pbrsbver- 
ANCB DETHRONED BuoNA PARTE," — ^beneath the Hy- 
dra, P. Wyon. 

Reverse. — ^An elaborate wreath of Oak and Laurel, within which 
is inscribed, "Enrolled ISth. Aug. 1803, and Dis- 
embodied AT The General Peace ot Europe, 24th. 
June, 1814.," — encircling the whole, " Bethnal 
Green Volunteer Infantry. — Lt. Col. Carrick." 



BoDiAM Castle. 



Obverse. — ^A view of the ruins of the antient Castle of Bodiam, — 
legend, " Bodiam Castle, Sussex." 

Reverse. — Within a circle is inscribed, ** Bodiam Castle built 
BY The Dalynorig Family in the Fourteenth 
Century, now in the possession of John Fuller, 
Esq., of Rose Hill, mdcccxxx.," — and encircling the 
whole, *' Struck in aid of the Sea Bathing Infir- 
mary, Hastings." 

This Medal is sold to the Visitors of the Castle. 
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The Bombay Mint. 

A large Medal, intended to commemorate the 
Establishment of The Bombay Mint, from a design 
by Flaxman, — the Reverse being modelled by 
William Wyon. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of His Majesty Gborob the Fourth, from 
the bust by Chantrby, was begun, but not finished. 

Reverse. — ^A Lion, after the manner of the Antique, — and, in the 
back ground, a Pahn tree. 

These Dies were never hardened, and impres- 
sions only were taken of them. The pressure for 
a new Coinage prevented the finishing of them at 
the time required, — and Capt. Hawkins, Director 
of The Mint at Bombay, being obliged to return 
to India without them, they were never forwarded 
thither, in consequence of the death of that Gen- 
tleman. 

We cannot pass over the grandeur and simpli- 
city of this design without the strongest expression 
of our admiration of it, and of it's beautiful simili- 
tude to the Antique. It's execution is fully equal 
to the spirit of the design. 
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The Burmese War. 

A Medal struck in The Royal Mint, — from which 
Thirty Thousand impressions were taken in Silver, 
to be distributed among the Seapoys, who served 
in The Burmese War. The idea of this Medal 
was given by Sir Charles Wilkins. 

Obverse. — ^The White Elephant of Ava prostrate before The 
British Lion, — ^behind the Lion is The Standard of 
England floating triumphantly, opposite to which is 
the Flag of Ava lowered, and drooping upon the 
ground, — in the distance, two Palm trees, — and, in 
the Exergue, a Persian inscription, denoting the sub- 
jection of the Burmese Power. — date, 1826. 

Reverse. — ^The British troops leading on the Seapoys to the at- 
tack of a strong Stockade, — ^in the foreground is a 
Palm tree, — and, in the river in the distance, the Bri- 
tish Squadron aiding in the assault, attended by a 
Steam-Boat, being the first ever used in Naval war- 
fare, — ^beneath, is a Persian inscription, recording the 
glorious victory. 



The Princess Charlotte. 

In the Exhibition of The Royal Academy, in 
1818, Mr. Wyon exhibited a Sketch in wax, for a 
Medal. 

This Model evidently referred to the Apotheosis 
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of our lamented Princess Charlotte, — who, with 
the babe in her arms, is ascending to Heaven, pre- 
ceded and supported by Angels. — Beneath, is Bri- 
tannia in an attitude of grief, with the Trident 
inclining upon her shoulder, and her Shield resting 
against her knee. 

This beautifiil Medal was begun, but not com- 
pleted. 



Kings and Native Chiefs of Gambia. 

Medals presented to the Kings and Native 
Chiefs of Gambia. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of His Majesty William the Fourth, from 
a bas-relief modelled by Chantrby, — ^legend, ** Guil- 
BLMO nil. D.G. Britanniar. Rbgi F.D.," — ^beneath, 
Chantrbt d. — ^W. Wyon s,. Mint. 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Arms of The United Kingdom. 

Anothbr, of a smaller size, — 

Obverse and Reverse. — ^The same, as those of the preceding 
Medal. 

Both of these Medals are struck, in Silver, and 
are suspended by handsome Silver chains. 
See, page 60. 



o 
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Commemoration Medal of the 58th year of the 

REIGN OF George the Third. 

An elegant Writer in The Morning Post, in 
April, 1818, observes, '^ it is rather a singular cir- 
cumstance in the History of England, that the 
longest reigns in it are those of Monarchs, who 
have been the Third of their Christian Appella- 
tions, — Henry the third, — Edward the third, — 
and George the third, — 

His Majesty's reign has now extended about 
two years beyond that of Henry the third, and is, 
consequently, the longest that has occurred in our 
Annals, — And, as we have always advocated The 
Medallick Science, as affording the most durable 
records of National events, we have now the plea- 
sure of noticing a Medal, which is engraved to 
commemorate the Entry of our Venerable Monarch 
into the Fifty-eighth year of His reign. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of His Majesty Gboros the Third, from 
TuRNBRBLLi's Jubilee bust, laureated, — legend, 
** GsoROius III. Dbi gratia," — ^beneath, W. Wton. 

Reverse. — ^A distant view of a Country, over which a Star sheds 
it's benign influence, — ^the Motto is peculiarly happy 
and appropriate, " Proprio Splendors rbfulgbt," — 
in the Exergue, " xxv. Oct. mdcccxvii. anno regni 



LVIII." 



This tribute of Respect to our beloved Sover- 
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eign displays great mechanical ingenuity, being 
struck in three different Metals, — the Obverse 
being silver, — the Reverse brdss, — and the Edge 
copper, — which produces a very novel and singular 
effect. — R. S. 

See, pages 42 and 91. 



George the Third. 



Obverse. — Portrait of His Majesty, with a Wig and Q^eue, and 
in The Windsor Uniform, — legend, ** George hi. 

ASCENDED THE BRITISH ThRONE Oct. 25. 1760," 

beneath the bust, " K & S." 
Reverse.— which is of very common work, was adapted at Bir- 
mingham by an miknown Artist, at the time of the 
death of The King. It was originally the Reverse of 
a Medal of The Rev. Daniel Rowland, struck in 
1806. 



Minute Medal of George the Third. 

Obverse. — Portrait of George the Third, laureated. 
Reverse. — B. 4 J. 1738. 

Asc*' Throne 

25. Oct. 1760. 

Marrd- Sep. 1761. 

Ob. 29 Jan. 1820. 

iE. 82. years. 

R. 60. Y. 
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This elegant little Medal must be considered a 
great curiosity, from the circumstance of such ela- 
borate Art being comprised in so small a space, — 
being scarcely larger than a Spangle. 



Coronation Medal of George the Fourth. 

A Medal commemorative of the Coronation of 
His Majesty George the Fourth, executed hastily 
for Messrs. Thomason and Jones, of Birmingham. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of His Majesty Geo rob the Fourth, lau- 
reated, and draped, — legend, " Gborgius iv. Dbi 
GRATIA Britanniar. Rbx F. D.," — encircled by a 
wreath, composed of the rose, thistle, and shamrock, 
— ^beneath the bust, *' Thomason & Jones d.'* 

Reverse. — His Majesty seated upon the Throne in his Coronation 
robes, holding the Sceptre in his right hand, and the 
Orb in his left, — ^three figures, emblematical of The 
United Kingdom, are placing the Crown upon the 
Monarch's head, — motto, " Ante probata minis- 
TRAT.," — in the Exergue, " Coron. xix. Jul. a. d. 
MDcccxxi.," — at the side, *' Thomason & Jones d.*' 

The Artist being dissatisfied with this Medal, did 
not put his name to it. 
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DUKB OF GlOUCBSTSR. 

Obverse. — Portrait of The Duke of Gloucester, in Armour, — 
legend, " H. R. H. William Frederick Duke op 
Gloucester." 

Reverse. — ^Within a rich wreath of Laurel and Roses is in- 
scribed, ** Elected March 26. Installed June 29. 
MDCCcxi.," — ^above the whole, " Chancellor of the 
University of Cambridge." 



Bartholomew Johnson, Musician. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of Mr. Johnson, — legend, " Mr. Bartho- 
lomew Johnson, Aged 103. To the Corporation 
of Scarborough." 

Reverse. — ^Musical Emblems entwined by Oak and Laurel, — ^in- 
scription, " He was a Man, take him for all in 

ALL, WE SHALL NOT LOOK UPON HIS LIKE AGAIN." 

On the completion of the One Hundredth year 
of his age, on the 3d of October, 1810, a Minor 
Jubilee was celebrated at Scarborough by a party 
of his friends, who were highly gratified with the 
Musical performances of the day, in which Mr. 
Johnson bore a distinguished part. Lord Mul- 
GRAVE, who honoured the Meeting with his pre- 
sence, afterwards sent Mr. Jackson, the Artist, 
from London, to take the Portrait of the venerable 
old man, which His Lordship presented to The 
Corporation. 
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Grand National Jubilee. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of The Prince Regent, in Military Cos- 
tume, — legend, " His Rotal Highness George 
Prince Regent." 

Reverse. — ^Within a rich wreath of Oak is inscribed, " Grand 
National Jubilee London August 1st. Patronized 
BY The prince REGENT to commemorate the 
PEACE between ENGLAND and FRANCE 
SIGNED AT Paris, Mat 30. 1814." 



London Bridge. 

A Medal to commemorate the laying of the first 
stone of The New London Bridge. 

Obverse. — Portraits of The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, — 
beneath them, " modelled by P. Rouw, — ^W. Wyon, 
Mint," — ^legend, " The Rt. Hon. The Lord Mator 
and Ladt Mayoress." 

Reverse, — is this inscription, ** To commemorate the latino 
OF the first stone of London Bridge bt The 
Rt. Hon. JOHN GARRATT, Lord Mayor, on the 
15th of June, 1825, in the presence of H. R. H. 
The Duke of YORK, various branches of the 
Nobility, and The Corporation of The City, — 
And in testimony of His Lordship's Public 
worth and Private virtues this Medal was 

DESIGNED AT THE REQUEST OF HIS FeLLOW CITI- 
ZENS, BY Joseph York Hatton." 
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Masonic Charity. 

Obverse. — ^A figure of Charity, — on one side of which is a boy 
kneeling with a book in his hand, and on the other, a 
girl standing, in the dress which is worn by the 
female children, — above, a Triangle, enclosing the 
'* All-seeing Eye," and rays of light emanating from 
it, — ^beneath, ** mdcccxxx." 

Reverse. — " Honorable Testimonial of Masonic Charity 
AND Benevolence instituted by H. R. H. Aug. 
Fred. Duke of SUSSEX, M. W. Grand Master." 



James Sadler. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of James Sadler, — ^legend, " James Sadler. 
First English Aeronaut.," — beneath the bust, 
P. W./. 

Reverse. — A Car suspended from a Balloon, in which two persons 
are seated, — ^upon the Balloon is inscribed, "The 21. 
Ascent.," — and encircling the whole, " Ascended 
FROM Birmingham. Traversed ' upwards of 112 
Miles, in 1 hour & 20 minutes. October 7. 1811." 



Smithfield Club. 

Obverse. ^A Portrait of His Grace The Duke of Bedford, — 

legend, *' John Duke of Bedford, Smithfield 
Club." 

Reverse. — Plain, to admit the inscription of the name of the 
person, to whom the Medal is awarded. 
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Southampton Medal. 

This Medal was hastily executed, and presented 
to The Corporation of Southampton, to com- 
memorate the expected Visit of His Majesty 
George the Fourth to that Town. 

Obverse. — ^A Portrait of His Majesty George the Fourth, lau- 
reated, — ^beneath the shoulder of the Monarch, W. 
Wyon, — ^legend, " Georgius iv. D. G. Britannia- 
rum Rex." 

Reverse. — ^A Naval Crown, between two branches of Oak, round 
which is inscribed, " Portum Suthamptoni-« in- 
TRAviT./' — in the Exergue, " Votis Communitatis, 
1823." 

One Medal, in gold, was struck, and forwarded 
to Mr. Peel, then Secretary of State for The 
Home Department, with an appropriate Address 
from The Mayor and Corporation to be presented 
to His Majesty, — to which Mr. Peel replied, 
'^ that it had been most graciously received by 
The King." The Corporation proposed a Vote 
of Thanks to the Artist, and unanimously elected 
him an Honorary Burgess of the Town. Twenty 
Medals, in bronze, and two, in silver, only werp 
struck, — the Die sunk conspicuously in the last 
impressions that were taken of it. 
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Stirling Pitt Club. 

Obverse. — Portrait of Mr. Pitt, — legend, " Thb Right 
Honourable William Pitt." 

Reverse. — ^Within a wreath of Palm and Laurel is inscribed, 
" Thb Stirling Pitt Club, mdcccxiv." — encircling 
the whole, " Born May 28. 1759. Appointed First 
Lord of The Treasury & Chancellor of The 
Exchequer Dec. 1783. Died Jan. 23. 1806." 



Minute Medal of The Duke of Sussex. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of His Royal Highness Augustus Frederick, 
Duke of Sussex, modelled from the Life, — and in- 
scribed, " Duke of Sussex." 

Reverse. — ^Two hands united across a Triangle,— date, 1813. 

This very minute and elegant Medal was ex- 
ecuted for His Royal Highness, as Grand Master 
of The Freemasons. 



The Thanksgiving. 



A Medal struck in Commemoration of The 
Thanksgiving, in 1814. 

Obverse. — A figure of Religion, holding in her right hand the 
Cross, at the side of which are the rose, thistle, and 



202 MEDALS. 

shamrock, and the Caduceus, — ^her left hand resting 
upon a column, on which is inscrihed, Talavera, 
BusACO, RoDRiGO, Badazoz, Salamanca, Vitoria, 
Sebastian, Pyrenees." — In the Exergue, " Thanks- 
giving, Jan. 13., 1814." 
Reverse. — ^A Cornucopia and Palm branch, and a quotation 
from the Prophet Isaiah, " Let us give glort unto 
THE Lord, and declare his Praise in the Islands," 
— ^beneath, Isa. c, xlii. v. xii. 

A juvenile Production. 



Waterloo Bridge. 



Obverse. — Portrait of His Royal Highness The Prince Regent, 
laureated, — ^legend, '* Georgius W. P. Vicem Regis 
Britanniarum Gerbns.," — ^beneath the shoulder of 
the Bust, W. 

Reverse. — ^The Royal Standard, displayed, — above, " Welling- 
ton," — ^and at the base, " Waterloo die Jun. 18., 
1815," — encircling the edge, " Ponte Waterlo- 
vENSi DEDicATO. Jun. 18., 1817." 

This Medal was struck to commemorate the 
opening of the magnificent New Bridge over the 
River Thames, called " The Strand Bridge/' — 
which Name had been previously and appropriately 
changed to that of '' Waterloo," — ^in honour of 
the day and the place, where the glorious Victory 
was obtained by our invincible Hero. It was 
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opened with ceremonious Pomp by His Royal 
Highness The Prince Regent, by whom the Medals 
were scattered 'in profusion among the assembled 
Multitude. 

This was the joint production of Thomas and 
William Wyon. 



Waterloo Mbdal, for The German Legion. 

Obverse. — ^Portrait of His Royal Highness The Prince Regent, 
laureated, and neck partly mantled, — ^legend, ** Georg. 
Prinz, Regent, 1815.," — ^beneath the bust, W. 
Wyon. 
Reverse. — ^Two flags, two spears, and a cuirass on them, — 
beneath, two wreaths, encircling this inscription, 
" Hannoverscher. taperkeit. Waterloo, Jun. 

XVIII." 



The Duke of Wellington. 

Obverse. — Portrait of The Duke of Wellington, in Military 
Costume, — ^legend, " Duke of Wellington." 

Reverse. — ^Within a wreath of Oak is inscribed, " By his con- 
summate SKILL AS A General, he has raised The 
British Army to the highest excellence, and 
himself the Most Noble, and exalted Hero, in 
THE Annals of History." 

This inscription is part of the Speech of The 
Speaker of The House of Commons (Mr. Abbot), 
on presenting the Thanks of The House to His 
Grace. 
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M ARMADUKE TrATTLE, Esq. 

Portrait of Marmaduke Trattle, Esq., mo- 
delled from the life, — an engraving of which was 
prefixed to the Sale Catalogue of his Coins, and 
Medals. 



Abraham Edmonds. 



Portrait of Mr. Abraham Edmonds, modelled 
from the life, — ^an engraving of which was prefixed 
to the Sale Catalogue of his Coins, and Medals. 
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SEALS. 



Although an account of all the Seals which 
have been engraven by Mr. Wyon, would extend 
beyond the prescribed limits of this Memoir, — I 
should, nevertheless, have no excuse, if I omitted 
to describe some of them, — and, especially, if I 
neglected to give as correct a List, as can now, 
by the aid of many kind and obliging friends, be 
obtained. But, if any omission should appear, in 
these or his other Works, let it be remembered, 
that, in the unostentatious disposition and habits 
of the Artist, no Collection of his various Produc- 
tions was ever contemplated by him, and the diffi- 
culty in their enumeration is consequently much 
increased, — independently also of the length of 
time that has elapsed; since the execution of many 
of them. 



2CHJ SEALS. 

Thb Smal of Thb Rotai, Asiatic Socmr of 

GeKAT BkITAIX and ImKLAXD. 

A wide spreading figure of The BannTui Tree, with moet rich 
and daborateh- wrought foliage, — beneath, is an Elephant, — and, 
at die ipot of one of die principal stems, is W. Wrox,— on the 
right, is a Pafan tree, near which stands a Camd, — with a view 
of distant Scenery, — and in the Exergue, " Soc. Rxg. Asiatica 

BUTAXKIAKUM, 1823." 



Thb Skal of Ths Athkxjkum Club. 

An exquisitelj finished Head of Mixbbta, fin»n a drawing by 
Sir Thoicab Lawbbncb, P. R. A., — beneath die bust, W. Wton. 

This is the large Seal, — a copy of which was 
afterwards engraved of a smaller size, for Official 
purposes. 

Thb Sbal of Thb Philosofhical Socixtt of Cambbidob. 

A fun lengdi figure of Sir Isaac Nbwtox, from die cdebrated 
Statue by Roubiliac, in The Chapel of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, — legend, " Socibtas Philosofhica Cantab. Incobp. 

MDCCCZXXn." 



Pericues. 

A highly finished Head of Pbriclbs, modeUed from the Bust 
in Thb Townley Gallebt,— on the shoulder, W. Wton. 

This classical Head was engraven for Miss 
Sheepshanks, who has evinced her exquisite Taste 
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by the selection of such a celebrated Character. 
Sir Henry Ellis gracefully observes, " as the lead- 
ing man' in Athens for a long period, and during 
the first two years of the Peloponnesian War, as 
an Orator, a General, and a Statesman, his name 
is immortalized by the History of his Countryman, 
Thucydides. His most durable reputation, how- 
ever, was founded upon his love and encourage- 
ment of The Arts." — Townley Gallery, vol. 2. p. 4. 



Birmingham and Gloucester Railway Company, 
1836. 

London and Birmingham Railway Company, 
1833. 

The North Midland Railway Company. 

The South Eastern Railway Company. 

Official Seal of The East India Company. 

Commissioners of Compensation, for The West 
Indies, — ^two Seals. 

Common Seal of The Corporation of Plymouth. 

Irish Waste Land Incorporated Society. 

Medico-Chirurgical Society. 

Montreal Bank, in Canada. 

Portrait of Mr. Green, a Turkey Merchant, 
modelled fi*om the life. 
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EARLY PRODUCTIONS. 



Head of Hercules. 



See, page 38. 



Antinous. 



See, page 39. 



The Woodman, 



See, page 39. 



Peace. 

An Olive tree, beneath which are three Children,— one of 
whom is sporting with a Cornucopia, the second is holding up a 
Torch, and the third is inscribing the word, " Peace," upon a 
tablet, — at the base, is a Painter's Pallet, — and the name of the 
Artist, "Wton." 

This engraved Die was used in the embellishing 
of Watch-cases. 
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WORKS IN PROGRESS. 



Portrait of Her Majesty Queen Adelaide, taken 
from The Coronation Medal. 
This very beautiful and minute Medal will soon 
be completed. 

Portrait of William Debonaire Haggard, Esq., to 
be modelled from the life, and to be cast 
after the manner of Abraham Simon. — 
This excellent and highly respected Gen- 
tleman is a zealous Collector of Medals, 
relating to English History, — and the 
frequent mention of his contributions to 
this Memoir will show, how well he un- 
derstands the subject, and with what 

ft 
liberality he imparts his valuable and 

extensive knowledge. — 
See, pages 27, 92-95, 103. 

Portrait of Captain William Henry Smyth, R. N., 
K. S. F., &c., modelled from the life. 
See, pages, 70, 80. 

Portrait of Her Majesty Donna Maria, Queen of 
Portugal, modelled from the life. See, p. 82. 

p 
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Portrait of Thomas Andrew Knight, Esq., Pre- 
sident of The Horticultural Society, 
modelled from the Life. 

Portrait of Thomas Telford, Esq., Civil Engineer, 
and First President of The Institution of 
Civil Engineers. On the Reverse, a 
representation of his great Work, The 
Menai Bridge. 

Medal of The Royal Horticultural Society of 
Cornwall. 

Medal for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck, 
presented by The Committee of Lloyd's 
Coffee House, London. 

This Medal alludes to the preservation of Ulysses by Leu- 
coTHOE, so beautifully related in the Odyssey of Homer. The 
Goddess is here represented as descending to the relief of a 
distressed Mariner who is clinging to a fragment of the wreck, 
and eagerly stretching out his left arm to reach the Scarf, which 
is benignly extended to him by The Groddess. 

Common Seal for The Joint Stock and Annuity 
Fund of The Artists' Society. 

This Seal is divided into two Compartments by a Palm Tree, 
— on the left. Three Members of The Society are mutually ex- 
tending their relief to an expiring Member, who is reclining upon 
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a couch, — ^in the back ground, is a Pedestal, upon which is a 
group of figures, supposed to have been the production of the 
dying Artist. — ^This branch of The Institution is supported by 
The Joint Stock Fund. 

In the Compartment on the right, is an Angel descending to 
afford consolation to the afflicted Widow and Children, — and, 
in the back ground, is a view of The Parthenon, where the 
remains of the deceased are supposed to have been interred. 
This branch of The Institution is supported by Voluntary con- 
tributions. In the Ebcergue, " Society for the distribution 

AND MANAGEMENT OF ThE ArTISTS' FuND, INCORPORATED 

1827." 

This fine and elaborate composition is from a 
sketch by William Mulready, Esq., R. A. It 
is elegantly modelled by Mr. Wyon, but the en- 
graving of the Seal is not yet commenced. 

Coins for The East Indies, — viz.. 

One Rupee, in silver. 
Half Rupee, in silver. 

The Duke of Newcastle. 

Portrait of Henry Duke of Newcastle, modelled 
from the life, — and intended, as a Prize Medal 
founded by His Grace, for Theology, at Eton 
College. 
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CONCLUSION. 



Such is The Memoir of The Life and Works 
of our British Genius! — and how fearfully do I 
pause^ before I dare venture to give, even private 
circulation to a Tribute so imperfect as this! — 
But candour and generosity will easily distinguish 
between the sterling substance of Merit, and the 
humble attempt of a Friend if it fail in the delinea- 
tion. Yet I may venture to anticipate, that 
neither the Fame nor the Fortune of Mr. Wyon, 
— ^honoured by all the best Artists for his Abilities, 
and by the Good for his Integrity, — will suffer the 
smallest injury or animadversion, for this inelegant, 
though well-intended. Narrative. 

Let us hope, then, that an increase of Years to 
our amiable Engraver will carry along with it 
additional Prosperity, Happiness, and Renown. — 
And let those, who shall hereafter aspire to the 
important Province of sustaining the exquisite 
Beauty of our Coins, learn from this excellent 
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Master of his Art, that Labour and Study, like his, 
are the only means by which to arrive at Distinc- 
tion and Success, such as he has pre-eminently 
attained. 

NICHOLAS CARLISLE. 



Somerset Place, London. 
29th. of January, 1837. 
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